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STATE OF NEW YORK

4916

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 3, 2017

Introduced by Sens. D AZ, HAMLTON, LATIMER -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Educa-
tion

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the vehicle and traffic law, in
relation to providing for the installation and use of video nonitoring
systens on school buses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 3624-a
to read as foll ows:

8 3624-a. School bus video nobnitoring systens. 1. The comm Ssioner, in
consultation with the conmm ssioner of transportation, shall pronul gate
rules and regulations to require the board of education or trustees of
every school district inthe state to provide for the installation and
use of one or nore school bus video nonitoring systens, as defined in
subdivision thirteen-a of section thirty-six hundred twenty-one of this
article, on every school bus, as defined in subdivision six of such
section, that is purchased, leased., contracted for or used for the
transportation of enrolled pupils for any reason by such district or by
a school wthin the district. The comm ssioner of transportation, in
consultation with the conmmi ssioner, shall anend the rules and regu-
lations pronulgated pursuant to section thirty-six hundred twenty-three
of this article, to require that every school bus be equipped wth one
or nore school bus video nonitoring systens in accordance with the
requirenents of subdivision twenty-one-j of section three hundred seven-
ty-five of the vehicle and traffic law and this section.

2. The conmi ssioner's rules and requlations shall require schoo
districts to pronulgate, communicate and enforce policies and procedures
to be followed when using on-board video nonitoring systens. Such poli-
cies and procedures shall include at a mininum and shall be consistent
with, the follow ng requirenents:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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a. Video caneras on school buses shall be used only as an aid to noni-
tor on-board activities. These devices shall not replace discipline
policy, the authority of the driver, or the responsibility of schoo
officials. The code of conduct for pupil behavior on school property,
adopted pursuant to section twenty-eight hundred one of this chapter, as
it relates to conduct on school buses, and all other safe-driving and
safe-riding rules, regulations, policies and procedures of the district
or required by law or by the conm ssioner consistent with |aw shall be
enf orced on school buses whether or not pupils are being transported on
such buses at the tine conduct by a school bus driver or passenger while
on-board the bus is observed.

b. Al pupils and all school bus drivers shall be notified that they
are subject to being videotaped on a school bus at any tine. Such
notification shall be nmade by the school to the parents of all enrolled
pupils. Prior to actual videotaping, drivers, parents and pupils shal
be advised what driver conduct and what pupil conduct is prohibited by
the state and by the district and that such conduct will result in spec-
ified disciplinary consequences as defined in the established discipline
policy. Actual videotaping shall be by neans of sinultaneous audio and
video recording

c. Reqgular and periodic notifications regarding videotaping nust
occur, addressing the purpose and use of video equipnment and the need
for personal awareness of safety issues. These notifications shall be
made to guard against a false sense of security. The use of newsletters,
pupi | handouts, and notices posted within the bus shall constitute neans
of fulfilling this requirenent.

d. After videotaping has been conducted, the tapes shall be stored in
a secure location for a period of tine designated by district policy,
except that a specific tape may be renobved from storage for playback
whenever it is needed in an ongoing | egal action or proceeding

e. The board of education or trustees of every school district shal
designate one or nore personnel enployed by the district or by every
school within the district to periodically review videotapes on a random
basis to ensure proper driver and pupil conduct. If no m sconduct or
safety-related incidents are reported within a period defined by the
policy of the district, the tapes may be recycled for future use. Howev-

er, if msconduct or safety-related incidents are reported, or if any
such incident is viewed during the random sel ection process, the tapes
shall be stored until final resolution or until such tine as any adm n-

istrative appeal or legal action or proceeding is concl uded.
8§ 2. Section 3621 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new

subdi vision 13-a to read as foll ows:

13-a. School bus video nonitoring system The term "school bus video
nmoni toring systenl’ nmeans one or nore electronic devices consisting of at
| east a video canera and nicrophone and videotaping and audiotaping
equi pnent, installed on a school bus and capable of recording the
conduct and novenent of persons within the driver and passenger conpart-
nents of the bus.

8§ 3. Paragraph c of subdivision 2 of section 3623-a of the education
law, as anended by chapter 453 of the |laws of 2005, is anended to read
as follows:

c. The purchase of equi pment deenmed a proper school district expense,
including: (i) the purchase of two-way radios to be used on old and new
school buses, (ii) the purchase of stop-arns, to be used on old and new
school buses, (iii) the purchase and installation of seat safety belts
on school buses in accordance with the provisions of section thirty-six
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hundred thirty-five-a of this article, (iv) the purchase of school bus
back up beepers, (v) the purchase of school bus front crossing arns,
(vi) the purchase of school bus safety sensor devices, (vii) the
purchase and installation of school bus video nonitoring systens on
school buses in accordance with the provisions of section thirty-six
hundred twenty-four-a of this article, (viii) the purchase and installa-
tion of exterior reflective marking on school buses, [f+4+] (ix) the
purchase of automatic engine fire extinguishing systens for school buses
used to transport students who use wheel chairs or other assistive nobil-
ity devices, and [&-9] (x) the purchase of other equipnent as
prescribed in the regul ati ons of the conmi ssioner; and

8 4. Section 375 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 21-j to read as foll ows:

21-i. The conmissioner, in consultation wth the conm ssioner of
transportation, shall pronulgate rules and regulations for the use of
school bus video nonitoring systens on school buses.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i mediate-
ly, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rules or regul ations
necessary for the inplenentation of the foregoing sections of this act
on the effective date of this act are authorized and directed to be nade
and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




