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        AN ACT to amend the elder law, in  relation  to  establishing  the  home
          delivered meal assistance program

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The elder law is amended by adding a  new  section  224  to
     2  read as follows:
     3    § 224. Home delivered meal assistance program. 1.  Any person that (a)
     4  meets  the  criteria established in subdivision two of this section, (b)
     5  who is not receiving the services of the home delivered meal  assistance
     6  program due to inadequate funding and (c) is currently on a waiting list
     7  for  the  home  delivered  meal  assistance  program,  shall receive the
     8  services of the home delivered meal assistance program.
     9    2. Any person eligible to receive the services of the  home  delivered
    10  meal assistance program must meet the following criteria:
    11    (a) is sixty years of age or older;
    12    (b) is incapacitated due to accident, illness or frailty;
    13    (c) lacks the support of family, friends or neighbors; and
    14    (d)  is unable to prepare meals due to a lack or inadequacy of facili-
    15  ties, or an inability to shop, cook or prepare meals safely, or  a  lack
    16  of knowledge or skill.
    17    3. The spouse of a person who meets the criteria established in subdi-
    18  vision  two of this section, regardless of age, may receive the services
    19  of the home  delivered  meal  assistance  program  if  receipt  of  such
    20  services is in the best interest of the homebound elderly person.
    21    4.  The  area  agency  must  ensure  that  each person referred for or
    22  requesting the services of the home delivered meal assistance program is
    23  assessed by the area agency or such area agency's subcontracting  organ-
    24  ization  to  perform  such assessment.   Such assessment shall determine
    25  that the person referred for or requesting  the  services  of  the  home
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     1  delivered  meal  assistance  program  meets  the criteria established in
     2  subdivision two of this section.
     3    (a)  The  area  agency must also document adequate follow-up and reas-
     4  sessment.
     5    (b) The area agency must assure the use of standardized client assess-
     6  ment procedures that are consistent with the office's guidelines.
     7    § 2. Reporting. Designated agencies shall report to  the  director  of
     8  the  office  for  the  aging, at a time and manner to be decided upon by
     9  such director, the following:
    10    (a) the number of persons who are on waiting lists pursuant to  subdi-
    11  vision 1 of section 224 of the elder law.
    12    (b)  the  amount  of  local funding each designated agency contributes
    13  towards the home delivered meal assistance program.
    14    (c) the point  during  the  contract  period  each  designated  agency
    15  expends  all  state  funding  for  the  home  delivered  meal assistance
    16  program.
    17    § 3. The director of the office for the aging shall  promulgate  rules
    18  and  regulations  he or she deems appropriate to effectuate the purposes
    19  of this act.
    20    § 4. The responsibility of the area agency shall  be  contingent  upon
    21  the  state  appropriation  received pursuant to subdivision 1 of section
    22  224 of the elder law for such services from the state. In no event shall
    23  this section provide a private right of action by any person against the
    24  area agency.
    25    § 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
    26  it shall have become a law.


