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        AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to requiring the board  of
          elections  to provide a registered voter with a sample ballot prior to
          an election

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  Section  4-117 of the election law is amended by adding a
     2  new subdivision 1-a to read as follows:
     3    1-a. The board of elections, not less than  ten  days  nor  more  than
     4  twenty  days  before the day of the general election in each year, shall
     5  send by first class  mail  on  which  is  endorsed  "ADDRESS  CORRECTION
     6  REQUESTED"  and which contains a request that any such mail received for
     7  persons not residing at the address be  dropped  back  in  the  mail,  a
     8  sample ballot, as required pursuant to section 7-118 of this chapter, in
     9  a  form  approved  by  the state board of elections, to every registered
    10  voter who has been registered without a  change  of  address  since  the
    11  beginning  of such year. The board of elections shall not be required to
    12  send such sample ballot to voters in inactive status.  In lieu of  send-
    13  ing  such  communication  with  such  sample  ballot to every registered
    14  voter, the board of elections may  send  a  single  communication  to  a
    15  household  containing  more than one registered voter, provided that the
    16  names of all such voters appear as part of the address on such  communi-
    17  cation.
    18    §  2.  Section 7-118 of the election law, as amended by chapter 157 of
    19  the laws of 1996, is amended to read as follows:
    20    § 7-118. Ballots; facsimile and sample. The board of  elections  shall
    21  provide facsimile and sample ballots which shall be arranged in the form
    22  of  a  diagram  showing  such  part of the face of the voting machine as
    23  shall be in use at that election.  Such  facsimile  and  sample  ballots
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     1  shall  be  either  in  full  or  reduced size and shall contain suitable
     2  illustrated directions for voting on the voting machine.  Such facsimile
     3  ballots shall be mounted and displayed for  public  inspection  at  each
     4  polling  place during election day. Sample ballots [ ]  be mailedmay shall
     5  by the board of elections to each eligible voter [ ]at least  three  days
     6   before the election[not  less  than ten days nor more than twenty days ,
     7  or in lieu thereof, a copy of such sample ballot  may  be  published  at
     8  least  once within one week preceding the election in newspapers repres-
     9  ]. One copy of such facsimile shall beenting the major political parties
    10  sent to each school in the  county,  providing  the  ninth  through  the
    11  twelfth  years  of  compulsory education, and in the city of New York to
    12  each such school in the city of New York, at least one week before  each
    13  general  election  for posting at a convenient place in such school. The
    14  board of elections shall also send  a  facsimile  ballot  to  any  other
    15  school requesting such a ballot.
    16    § 3. This act shall take effect on the first of December next succeed-
    17  ing the date on which it shall have become a law.


