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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 17, 2017

Introduced by Sen. TEDI SCO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Agriculture -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said comittee

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and narkets law, in relation to estab-
lishing mcrochipping standards; in relation to the registration of
mcrochips; and in relation to the exam nation of seized animals and
ani mal s taken possessi on of

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets |law is anended by addi ng two
new sections 111-a and 111-b to read as foll ows:

8 111-a. M crochipping standards. 1. The conmm ssioner shall adopt and
promulgate rules and requlations that provide for standardization of
technology used in microchips inplanted in conpanion aninals that are
dogs or cats and nicrochip readers so that such readers used by veteri -
narians, animal shelters., dog control officers, and aninal control offi-
cers are capable of reading any chip to identify the aninmals and/or the
owner of record. Such rules and reqgulations shall also provide for the
collection, sharing, and dissenination of chip identification informa-
tion by entities that possess and nmanage such information solely to
pronpte tinely notification of owners when pets are lost, while nmin-
taining privacy protection of personal information and providing for
di sclosure to such owners of the sharing of such information

2. The rules and reqgulations required by this section nmay provide for
an advisory conmmttee which shall include, but shall not be limted to,
representatives of the animal mcrochip community who shall advise the
conm ssi oner on the technical requirenments necessary in creating
uni versal standards and access to identifying information. The nenbers
of any such advisory conmittee shall serve wi thout conpensation
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8 111-b. Registration of ncrochips. When mi crochi ps are inplanted
into conpanion animals that are dogs or cats and reqgistered by, or on

behalf of, such aninals' ower's reqgistration information shall be

managed in conpliance with regul ati ons devel oped pursuant to section one

hundred el even-a of this article.

§ 2. The agriculture and markets law is anended by adding a new
section 380 to read as foll ows:

8 380. Examination of seized animals or animals taken possession of.
1. Consistent wth the provisions of section one hundred seventeen of
this chapter and sections three hundred seventy-three and three hundred
seventy-four of this article, no later than twenty-four hours, or as
soon as practicable, after a conpanion aninal that is a dog or a cat has
been seized or taken possession of., except for such animals that have
been surrendered by the owner, by any dog control officer., animal
control officer or peace officer acting pursuant to his or her special
duties, or police officer in the enploy of or under contract with a
nunicipality, or any duly incorporated society for the prevention of
cruelty to animals, duly incorporated hunane society, pound or shelter
that is operated by or under contract to a nunicipality, such officer,
society, pound or shelter shall take steps to:

(a) Check such animal for all forns of identification. including, but
not limted to, tags, microchips, tattoos or |icenses; and

(b) If practicable and if the necessary technology and equi pnent are
available, for the purposes of this paragraph. nake available to the
public on the internet on a website or social nedia mnaintained by or
otherwise nmde available to such officer, society, pound or shelter by
the municipal or county governnent in which such officer, society, pound
or shelter is located, a photograph. and a general description of the
animal to assist the owner or owners in finding the aninmal. including
the breed or breeds, if known. Infornation about the aninal nay be with-
held if deened appropriate to facilitate finding the owner or otherw se
protect the safety of the aninal. The notice required by this paragraph
may be nmade by neans other than the internet if use of the internet is
i npracticabl e.

2. No later than twenty-four hours or as soon as practicable after the
seizure or taking possession of such animal potentially identifiable by
a formof identification, including a license, tag, tattoo or nicrochip.
or records or reports that are readily available of aninals reported to
be lost, reasonable efforts shall be made to identify and provi de actua
notice to the owner of the animal by any neans reasonably calculated to
provi de actual notice to the owner.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw;, provided however section two of this act
shall take effect upon the adoption of regulations by the conm ssioner
of agriculture pursuant to section one of this act; provided, further,
that the commissioner of agriculture shall notify the |egislative bil
drafting comm ssion upon the adoption of regul ations pursuant to section
one of this act in order that the commission nay nmmintain an accurate
and tinely effective data base of the official text of the laws of the
state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the provisions of
section 44 of the legislative |aw and section 70-b of the public offi-
cers law. Effective immediately, the addition, amendnent and/or repea
of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act
on its effective date are authorized to be made on or before such date.




