STATE OF NEW YORK
________________________________________________________________________
3686
2017-2018 Regular Sessions

IN SENATE
January 25, 2017
___________
Introduced by Sens. ADDABBO, AVELLA, HOYLMAN, KRUEGER, PARKER -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to the
Committee on Elections
AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to the typeface to be used
on paper ballots
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows:
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Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 7-106 of the election law is
amended and a new subdivision 2-a is added to read as follows:
2. All paper ballots of the same kind for the same polling place shall
be identical. A different, but in each case uniform style and size of
simple and easy to read type, such as Arial or Univers, shall be used
for printing the names of candidates, the titles of offices, political
designations, and the reading form of all questions submitted. The names
of candidates shall be printed in initial capital followed by lower case
letters [in black-faced] of not less than twelve point bold (blackfaced) type.
2-a. The New York state, New York city, and the county boards of
elections for the counties of Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester and Erie
shall at all times have one full time employee on staff who is fully
trained in effective ballot design and ballot usability. Such employee
of the state board shall be available upon request to advise all counties on the proposed design and usability of their ballots for all
primary, general and special elections.
§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeeding the date on which it shall have become a law.

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[ ] is old law to be omitted.
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