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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 23, 2017

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Corporations, Authorities
and Conmi ssi ons

AN ACT to anmend the public authorities |aw and the public service | aw,
inrelation to nmethods of paynments to public utilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2855 of the public authorities |law, as added by
section 1 of part KK of chapter 59 of the laws of 2006, is anended to
read as foll ows:

§ 2855. Electronic nethod of paynent; periodic charges. 1. Notwith-
standi ng the provisions of any lawto the contrary, if any authority
shall offer any electronic nethod of payment for tolls, fares, fees,
rentals, or other charges, including but not linmted to a system called
E- ZPass, such authority shall not inpose any periodic admnistrative or
other charge for the privilege of wusing such electronic nethod of
paynment for such charges. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prohibit any authority from making any charge for extra services
requested by a holder of such electronic nmethod of paynment, any charge
for | ost or damaged equi pnent, or for defaults, such as charges for
di shonored checks. The authority shall not enter any agreement with
bondhol ders that would require the inposition of adm nistrative or other
periodic charges relating to electronic nmethods of payment prohibited by
this section.

2. No authority offering any el ectronic nethod of paynent shall inpose
any periodic admnistrative or other charge for failure to use such
nmet hod of paynent or otherw se inpose additional adnministrative or other
charges for delivering paynent through non-electronic neans. Notw th-
standing any provisions of lawto the contrary, authorities shall be
prohibited from inposing any periodic admnistrative or other charge,
excepting anmbunts due and interest on accounts outstanding when such
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interest is conputed and applied in accordance with the laws of this
state, for nethod of paynment on any account. Nothing in this subdivision
shall be construed to prohibit any authority from making any charge for
extra services requested by an account holder, including for expedited
and sane day paynents and for the processing and handling of electronic
funds transfers., any charge for lost or danmaged equipnent, or for
defaul ts, such as charges for dishonored checks. The authorities shal
not enter any agreenent with bondholders that would require the inposi-
tion of adnministrative or other periodic charges relating to nethods of
paynent .

8§ 2. Section 2 of the public authorities law is anmended by adding a
new subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. "public utility authorities" shall nmean any entity established
pursuant to article five of this chapter.

8§ 3. Title 1 of article 5 of the public authorities law is anended by
addi ng a new section 999 to read as foll ows:

8 999. CGeneral provisions. No public utility authority offering any
el ectronic nethod of paynent shall inpose any periodic adm nistrative or
other charge for failure to use such nethod of paynent or otherw se
i npose additional administrative or other charges for delivering paynent
through non-electronic neans. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to prohibit any public wutility authority from neking any
charge for extra services requested by an account holder, any charge for
| ost or damaged equipnent, or for defaults, such as charges for dishon-
ored checks. The public utility authorities shall not enter any agree-
nment with bondhol ders that would require the inposition of administra-
tive or other periodic charges relating to nethods of paynent.

8 4. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 6 to
read as follows:

8 6. Billing by entities governed by the public service conm Ssion
No entity governed by the public service comm ssion offering any el ec-
tronic nethod of paynent shall inpose any periodic administrative or

other charge for failure to use such nethod of paynent or otherw se
i npose additional administrative or other charges for delivering paynent
through non-electronic neans. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to prohibit any entity governed by the public service conm s-
sion frommaking any charge for extra services requested by an account
holder, including for expedited and sane day paynents and for the proc-
essing and handling of electronic funds transfers, any charge for |ost
or damaged equipnment, or for defaults, such as charges for dishonored
checks. Entities governed by the public service commission shall not
enter any agreenent with bondholders that would require the inposition
of adnministrative or other periodic charges relating to nethods of

paynent .
§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




