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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 20, 2017

Introduced by Sens. KRUEGER, BAILEY, HAM LTON, HOYLMAN, SERRANO -- read
twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to the
Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the real property law, in relation to fees |andl ords may
charge tenants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The real property lawis amended by adding a new section
220-a to read as foll ows:

8§ 220-a. Application fees. 1. Wierever used in this section:

a. "application fee" neans any application processing fee or credit
check charge or simlar charge that a potential tenant nmust pay or is in
any way requested to pay to a landlord in order to be considered for
rental or |lease of any real property or portion thereof used for resi-
denti al purposes.

b. "potential tenant"” neans any person with an intention to |ease or
rent any real property or portion thereof for residential purposes,
excludi ng potential tenant shareholders of cooperative housing corpo-
rations.

c. "landlord" neans any owner, managi hg agent or prine |essor of rea
property or any real estate broker, provided, that this section shal
not limt the fee that can be lawfully charged by such broker if the

potential tenant enters into a |l ease or occupies real property for resi-
dential purposes as a result of the broker's services.

2. Alandlord may charge a potential tenant an application fee equa
to the actual cost of a credit check or other related services paid for
by a landlord to a third party.

3. Were a landlord charges application fees in violation of this
section, a potential tenant may file a conplaint with the division of
housi ng and conmmunity renewal. Upon a finding by the division that a
|l andl ord has violated the provisions of this section, the division shal
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impose a fine of one hundred dollars for

a first or

second violation and

a fine of tw hundred fifty dollars

for a third or any subsequent

vi ol ati on.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall

have becone a | aw.



