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AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to enacting the "voter
enpower ment act of New Yor k"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "voter enpowernent act of New York"

§ 2. Section 5-104 of the election lawis amended by adding a new
subdi vision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. The provisions set forth in subdivision one of this section regard-
ing the right of students to register and vote shall be interpreted in a
nanner consistent with the constitutional requirenent that each citizen
nust be pernitted to vote in that comunity which is the "l ocus of
primary concern" to that citizen at the tine of the election. According-
ly, a student attending a college or university in this state shall be
permtted to retain his or her parental residence for voting purposes if
the parental community remains the locus of the student's primary
concern or, in the alternative, a student shall be permtted to reqgister
and vote from his or her residence within the college or university
conmmunity if he or she regards the college or university as the conmmuni -
ty of primary concern.

8§ 3. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 5-200 to read
as foll ows:

8 5-200. Autommtic voter registration. 1. Notwithstanding any other
manner of registration required by this article, each person in the
state qualified to vote pursuant to section 5-102 of this article, shal
be automatically registered to vote as provided in this section

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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provided that the person does not elect to decline registration to vote
at the point of service.

2. The state board of elections or county board of elections shal
register to vote or update the registration record of any person in the
state qualified to vote pursuant to section 5-102 of this article who
does not elect to decline registration to vote or update the registra-
tion record at the point of service and does any of the foll ow ng:

(a) conpletes an application for a new or renewed driver's |license,
non-driver identification card, pre-licensing course certificate,
learner's permt or certification of supervised driving with the depart -
nent of notor vehicles, or notifies such departnent in witing of a
change of his or her nanme or address;

(b) conpletes an application for services, renewal or recertification
for services, or change of address relating to such services from agen-
cies designated in section 5-211 of this title;

c) conpletes an application for services, renewal or recertification
for services, or change of address relating to such services from any
nuni ci pal housing authority as set forth in article thirteen of the
public housing | aw

(d) registers for classes at institutions of the state university of
New York and the city university of New York;

(e) conpletes a maxi num sentence of inprisonnent or is discharged from
parol e;

f) conpletes an application for unenpl oynent insurance;

(g) becones a nenber or enployee of the New York division of nilitary
and naval affairs; or

(h) conpletes an application with any other state or federal agency
designated as a source agency pursuant to paragraph (b) of subdivision
three of this section.

3. (a) The term "source agency" includes the departnent of notor vehi -
cles, any governnent agency designated pursuant to section 5-211 of this
title, the state university of New York and the city university of New
York, all public housing authorities listed in article thirteen of the
public housing law, the departnent of corrections and community super-
vision, the departnment of l[abor, the New York division of military and
naval affairs and any agency designated by the state board of elections
pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

(b) The state board of elections may designate additional state agen-
cies to serve as sources for voter registration. In designating an agen-
cy under this paragraph, the state board of elections shall consider:

(i) the likelihood that source records reflect a |large nunber of
eligible citizens;

(ii) the extent to which source records reflect eligible citizens who
would not otherwise be registered under the act to nodernize voter
registration;

(iii) the accuracy of personal identification data in source records;
and

(iv) any additional factors designated by the chief election officia
as reasonably related to acconplishing the purposes of the act to
noderni ze voter reqgistration

4. The state board of elections and the source agencies shall enter
into agreenents to ensure that for each person described in subdivision
two of this section, each source agency electronically transnmts to the
state or local boards of elections the following infornmation in a formt
that can be read by the conputerized statewi de voter registration |ist:

a iven nane or names and Surnane Or Surnanes;
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(b) mailing address and residential address:;

(c) date of birth;

(d) citizenship;

(e) driver's license or non-driver identification card nunber., |ast
four digits of the person's social security nunber, or a space for the
person to indicate that he or she does not have any such nunber

(f) political party enrollnent, if any;

(g) an indication that the person intends to apply for an absentee
ballot, if any; and

(h) an imge of the person's signature.

In the event that any transnmission of data pursuant to this section
fails to include an imge of an individual's signature, the absence of a
signature shall not preclude the registration of an eligible citizen
The board of elections shall develop procedures to enable an eligible
citizen, whose information is transmtted pursuant to this section and
whose information |acks an electronic signature, to provide a signature
at the polling place or wth an application for an absentee ball ot
before voting. The board nay require an elector who has not provided a
signature before arriving at the polling place or subnmitting an absentee
ballot to present a current and valid photo identification or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenent. governnent check, paycheck, or
ot her governnent docunent that shows the name and address of the voter.

5. |If an agency does not routinely request information concerning the
citizenship status of individuals, it shall nmaintain records sufficient
to transmit to the board of elections indications of United States citi-
zenship for each person described in subdivision two of this section
but shall not retain, use, or share any such information relating to an
individual's citizenship for any other purpose.

6. Fach source agency shall include for each person described in
subdivision two of this section a statenent that he or she shall be
registered to vote, if he or she is not already so regi stered. provided.
however, that each source agency shall provide each person described in
subdi vision two of this section the opportunity to elect to decline
registration to vote at the point of service, and upon such election, he

or she shall not be registered to vote pursuant to the procedures in
this section at that tine.
7. The state board of elections shall prepare and distribute to

participating agencies witten instructions as to the inplenentation of
the program and shall be responsible for establishing training prograns
for enployees of source agencies listed in this section. Training shal
include requirenents that enployees of any source agency communicate to
each individual identified in subdivision two of this section that the
source agency maintains strict neutrality with respect to a person's
party enrollnment and all persons seeking voter registration fornms and
information shall be advised that governnent services are not condi-
tioned on being registered to vote, or eligibility to register to vote.
No statenent shall be nmade nor any action taken to discourage the appli-
cant fromreqgistering to vote.

8. The agreenents between the state board of elections and the source
agencies shall include the format in which information will be transnit-
ted, whether and how each entity will collect, in addition to the nanda-
tory information listed in subdivision four of this section., additiona
information on a voluntary basis from persons for the purpose of facili-
tating voter registration, the frequency of data transm ssions, the

procedures, and other neasures that will be used to ensure the security
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and privacy of the information transmtted, and any other matter neces-
sary or helpful to inplenent the requirenents of this section.

9. Each source agency shall cooperate with the state board of
el ections and county board of elections to facilitate the voter regis-
tration of each person described in subdivision tw of this section, and
to electronically transnmit the information needed to register each such
person to vote or to wupdate each such person's voter registration
record.

10. Each source agency shall enter into an agreenent with the state
board of elections finalizing the format and content of electronic tran-
smi ssions required by this section no later than Septenber first, two
thousand eighteen; provided, that each source agency shall be able to
conply fully with all requirenents of this section, including the
collection and transnm ssion of all data required to register individuals
to vote, by January first, two thousand nineteen.

§ 4. Subdivisions 1 and 6 of section 5-208 of the election |aw, subdi-
vision 1 as amended by chapter 200 of the |aws of 1996 and subdi vi sion 6
as added by chapter 659 of the |aws of 1994, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The board of elections shall transfer the registration and enroll-
ment of any voter for whomit receives a notice of change of address to
anot her address in the [sare—ecounty—or—eity| state, or for any voter who
[easts] subnmits a ballot in an affidavit ballot envelope which sets
forth such a new address. Such notices shall include, but not be imt-
ed to, notices received fromany state agency which conducts a voter
regi stration program pursuant to the provisions of sections 5-211 and
5-212 of this title or which transmt information, that the voter has
notified such agency of a change of address in the [sare—city—or—couniy]
state unless the voter has indicated that such change of address is not
for voter registration purposes, notices of change of address fromthe
United States Postal Service through the National Change of Address
System any notices of a forwarding address on nail sent to a voter by
the board of elections and returned by the postal service, national or
state voter registration forms, confirmation mailing response cards,
United States Postal Service notices to correspondents of change of
address, applications for registration frompersons already registered
[ FA—such—counrty—e+—6ity], or any other notices to correspondents sent to
t he board of elections by such voters.

6. If a notice sent pursuant to [subdivisien—{ive—of] this section is
returned [by—the—postal—service] as undeliverable and without a forward-
ing address, the board of elections shall return the registration of
such voter to the original address, send such voter a confirmtion
notice pursuant to the provisions of subdivision one of section 5-712 of
this [t++le] article and place such voter in inactive status.

8 5. Subdivision 3 of section 5-208 of the election |aw, as added by
chapter 659 of the laws of 1994, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. If such a notice is received at |east [twenty] ten days before a
primary, special or general election, such change of address nust be
conmpl eted before such election. If such a notice is not received at
least ten days before a primary, special or general election, then a
voter may vote in accordance with subdivision three-d of section 8-302
of this chapter.

8 6. Subdivision 1 of section 4-117 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 44 of the laws of 2016, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The board of elections, between August first and August fifth of
each year, shall send by mail on which is endorsed such | anguage desi g-
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nated by the state board of elections to ensure postal authorities do
not forward such mail but return it to the board of elections wth
forwarding information, when it cannot be delivered as addressed and
which contains a request that any such nail received for persons not
residing at the address be dropped back in the mail, a comunication, in
a form approved by the state board of elections, to every registered
voter who has been registered wthout a change of address since the
begi nning of such year, except that the board of elections shall not be
required to send such comunications to voters in inactive status. The
communi cation shall notify the voter of the days and hours of the ensu-
ing primary and general elections, the place where he appears by his
registration records to be entitled to vote, the fact that voters who
have noved or wll have noved fromthe address where they were | ast

regi stered nust [Le-Leg+sLe#—9L———%haL——+L——suGh——np¥e——m?s——Lﬁ——anthf#
addess—ih—the—samp—cobnty—or—city—t-hat—sueh—voter—aay]| either notify

the board of elections of his new address or vote by paper ballot at the
polling place for his new address even if such voter has not re-regis-
tered, or otherwise notified the board of elections of the change of
address. |If the location of the polling place for the voter's election
district has been noved, the comuni cation shall contain the follow ng
I egend in bold type: "YOUR POLLI NG PLACE HAS BEEN CHANGED. YOU NOW VOTE

AT.......... " The communi cation shall also indicate whether the poll-
ing place is accessible to physically disabled voters, that a voter who
will be out of the city or county on the day of the prinmary or genera
election or a voter who is ill or physically disabled nmay obtain an

absentee ballot, that a physically disabled voter whose polling place is
not accessible may request that his registration record be noved to an
el ection district which has a polling place which is accessible, the
phone nunber to call for applications to nove a registration record or

for absentee ballot applications, the phone nunber to call for the
| ocation of registration and polling places, the phone nunmber to call to
indicate that the voter is wlling to serve on election day as an

el ection inspector, poll clerk, interpreter or in other capacities, the
phone nunber to call to obtain an application for registration by nail
and such other information concerning the elections or registration as
the board nmay include. In lieu of sending such conmunication to every
regi stered voter, the board of elections may send a single comunication
to a househol d contai ning nore than one regi stered voter, provided that
the names of all such voters appear as part of the address on such
comuni cati on

8§ 7. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 5-400 of the election
law, as anended by chapter 659 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(a) Nbved his or her residence outside the [e&ety—er—counrty—in—which—he

] state.

8§ 8. Paragraphs (b), (c¢) and (d) of subdivision 2 of section 5-400 of
the election law, paragraphs (b) and (d) as added by section 20 and
paragraph (c) as added and paragraph (d) as relettered by section 22 of
chapter 659 of the laws of 1994, are anmended to read as foll ows:

(b) A notice that the registrant has noved to an address outside the
[ ety—or—county] state which is signed by the registrant and sent to the
board of el ections.

(c) A notice signed by the registrant which states that such regis-
trant has noved to an address outside the [ety—e+—ecounrty] state and
that such change of address is for voter registration purposes.
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(d) A notice froma board of elections or other voter registration
officer or agency that such person has registered to vote froman
address outsi de [such—ecity—or—county] the state.

8 9. Subdivision 3 of section 5-210 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 255 of the laws of 2015, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. Conpleted application forms, when received by any board of
el ections and, with respect to application forns pronulgated by the
federal election comm ssion, when received by the state board of
el ections, or showing a dated cancellation mark of the United States
Postal Service or contained in an envel ope showi ng such a dated cancel -
lation mark which is not later than the [twenty-fifith] tenth day before
the next ensuing primary, general or special election, and received no
| ater than the [twentieth] fifth day before such election, or delivered
in person to such board of elections not later than the tenth day before

a special election, shall entitle the applicant to vote in such
election, if he or she is otherwise qualified, provided, however, such
applicant shall not vote on a voting machine until his or her identity

is verified. Any board of elections receiving an application formfroma
person who does not reside in its jurisdiction but who does reside el se-
where in the state of New York, shall forthwith forward such application
formto the proper board of elections. Each board of elections shal
make an entry on each such formof the date it is received by such
boar d.

§ 10. Paragraphs (g) and (k) of subdivision 5 of section 5-210 of the
election law, as anended by chapter 179 of the |aws of 2005, subpara-
graph (xii) of paragraph (k) as added by chapter 362 of the laws of
2008, are anended and a new paragraph (n) is added to read as foll ows:

(9) Notlce that the appllcant nmust be a citizen of the United States,

fy-first of the calendar year inwhich he or che registers] at | east

sixteen years old when he or she submits an application to register to
vote and a resident of the county or city to which application is nade.

(k) The formshall also include space for the following information
whi ch nmust be contained on the inside of the formafter it is folded for
mai | i ng:

(i) A space for the applicant to indicate whether or not he or she has
ever voted or registered to vote before and, if so, the approxinmte year
i n which such applicant |last voted or registered and his or her nane and
address at the tinme.

(ii) The name and residence address of the applicant including the zip
code and apartnent nunber, if any.

(iii) The date of birth of the applicant.

(iv) A space for the applicant to indicate his or her driver's |license
or departnent of nmotor vehicles non-driver photo I D nunber or the |ast
four digits of his or her social security nunber or, if the applicant
does not have either such nunber, a space for the applicant to indicate
he or she does not have either.

(v) A space for the applicant to indicate whether or not he or she is
a citizen of the United States and the statement "If you checked "no" in
response to this question, do not conplete this forn1

4] A statenent informng the applicant that if the formis submt-
ted by mail and the applicant is registering for the first tinme, certain
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i nformation or docunments nust be submitted with the nmail-in registration
form in order to avoid additional identification requirements upon
voting for the first time. Such information and docunents are:

(A) a driver's license or departnent of notor vehicles non-driver

photo I D nunber; or

(B) the last four digits of the individual's social security nunber;
or

(C a copy of a current and valid photo identification; or

(D a copy of a current wutility bill, bank statement, governnent
check, paycheck or other governnent docunent that shows the name and
address of the voter.

[ +H++3] (vii) The gender of the applicant (optional).

[(-9] (viii) A space for the applicant to indicate his or her choice
of party enrollnent, with a clear alternative provided for the applicant
to decline to affiliate with any party.

[64] (ix) The tel ephone nunber of the applicant (optional).

[649] (xX) A place for the applicant to execute the form on a |line
which is clearly labeled "signature of applicant” preceded by the
followi ng specific formof affirmation:

AFFIDAVIT: | swear or affirmthat:

* | ama citizen of the United States.

* 1 will have lived in the county, city, or village for at |east 30

days before the el ection.

* | neet all the requirenents to register to vote in New York
St at e.
This is ny signature or mark on the Iine bel ow
All the information contained on this application is true.
understand that if it is not true | can be convicted and fined up
to $5,000 and/or jailed for up to four years.
which formof affirmation shall be followed by a space for the date and
the aforenmentioned line for the applicant's signature.

[6+] (xi) A space for the applicant to register in the New York
state donate life registry for organ and tissue donations established
pursuant to section forty-three hundred ten of the public health | aw

(xii) The emnil address of the applicant (optional).

(n) Agreenents adopted pursuant to section 5-200 of this title between
source agencies and the state or county boards of elections are not
required to include the collection or transmission of the information
requested in paragraph (j) or subparagraph (i), (vii), (ix) or (xi) of
paragraph (k) of this subdivision, and no board of election shall refuse
to register to vote or update the registration record of any person in
the state whose information is transmitted pursuant to section 5-200 of
this title for the reason that such information does not include the
information requested by paragraph (j) or subparagraph (i), (vii),
(viii), (ix) or (xi) of paragraph (k) of this subdivision.

§ 11. Subdivisions 9, 11 and 14 of section 5-210 of the election |aw,
subdi vision 9 as anended by chapter 44 of the |aws of 2016 and subdivi -
sions 11 and 14 as anended by chapter 179 of the |laws of 2005, are
anended to read as foll ows:

9. The county board of elections shall, pronptly and in any event, not
| ater than twenty-one days after receipt by it of the application, veri-
fy the identity of the applicant, except if such board receives the
application wthin twenty-one days of a special, primary or genera
election, the board shall verify the identity of the applicant within
five days or before such election, whichever shall be sooner. In order
to do so, the county board of elections shall wutilize the infornmation

*
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provided in the application and shall attenpt to verify such information
with the information provided by the departnment of notor vehicles,
social security administration and any other lawful available infornma-

tion source. If the county board of elections is unable to verify the
identity of the applicant within twenty-one days of the receipt of the
application, it shall imediately take steps to confirmthat the infor-

mat i on provided by the applicant was accurately utilized by such county
board of elections, was accurately verified wth other information
sources and that no data entry error, or other simlar type of error,
occurred. Follow ng conpletion of the preceding steps, the county board
of elections shall mail (a) a notice of its approval, (b) a notice of
its approval which includes an indication that such board has not yet
been able to verify the identity of the applicant and a request for nore
information so that such verification may be conpleted, or (c) a notice
of its rejection of the application to the applicant in a form approved
by the state board of elections. Notices of approval, notices of
approval with requests for nore information or notices of rejection
shal |l be sent by nonforwardable first class or return postage guaranteed
mai | on which is endorsed such | anguage designated by the state board of
el ections to ensure postal authorities do not forward such mail but
return it to the board of elections with forwarding information, when it
cannot be delivered as addressed and which contains a request that any
such mail received for persons not residing at the address be dropped
back in the mil. The voter's registration and enrollnment shall be
conmpl ete upon receipt of the application by the appropriate county board
of elections. The failure of a county board of elections to verify an

applicant's identity shall not be the basis for the rejection of a
voter's application, provided, however, that such verification failure
shall be the basis for requiring county board of elections to take the

addi tional verification steps provided by this chapter. The notice shal

al so advise the registrant of the date when his registration and enroll -
ment is effective, of the date and the hours of the next regularly sche-
dul ed primary or general election in which he will be eligible to vote,
of the location of the polling place of the election district in which
he is or will be a qualified voter, whether such polling place is acces-
sible to physically handi capped voters, an indication that physically
handi capped voters or voters who are ill or voters who will be out of
the city or county on the day of the primary or general election, may
obtain an absentee ballot and the phone nunber to call for absentee
bal | ot applications, the phone nunbers to call for location of polling
places, to obtain registration fornms and the phone nunber to call to
indicate that the voter is willing to serve on election day as an
i nspector, poll clerk or interpreter. The notice of approval, notice of
approval with request for nmore information or notice of rejection shal

also advise the applicant to notify the board of elections if there is
any inaccuracy. The form of such mail notification shall be prescribed
by the state board of elections and shall contain such other information
and instructions as it nay reasonably require to carry out the purposes
of this section. The request for nore information shall informthe voter
that "THE FAI LURE TO CONTACT THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND CORRECT ANY
I NACCURACI ES | N THE APPLI CATI ON OR PROVI DE REQUESTED ADDI Tl ONAL | NFORMA-
TION MAY RESULT I N A REQUEST FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON AT THE POLLS I N ORDER TO
CAST A VOTE ON A VOTI NG MACHI NE. " |f such notice is returned undelivered
without a new address, the board shall forthwith send such applicant a
confirmati on notice pursuant to the provisions of section 5-712 of this
article and place such applicant in inactive status. The state board of



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 3304 9

el ections shall prepare uniformnotices by this section as provided for
i n subdivision eight of section 3-102 of this chapter.

11. If the county board of elections suspects or believes that for any
reason the applicant is not entitled to registration and enrollnent, it
shall nmake inquiry in reference thereto. If the board of el ections shal
find that the applicant is not qualified to register and enroll, the
application shall be rejected and the applicant notified of such
rejection and the reason therefor, no later than ten days before the day
of the first primary or general election occurring at |east [twensty—
fHve] ten days after the filing of the application, except that if the
application was subnitted between twenty-five and ten days before the
day of the first primary or general election, such board shall notify
the applicant at |east five days before such el ection.

14. Notwi thstanding the entry by the county board of elections on the
registration poll record of the information contained on an application
form prescribed by this section, such entry shall not preclude the coun-
ty board of elections from subsequently rejecting the application if it
is not satisfied that the applicant is entitled to register and enrol
as provided by this section, provided that the applicant is notified of
such rejection and reasons therefor no later than ten days before the
day of the first primary or general election occurring at |east [twen—
ty—five] ten days after the filing of such application form_except that
if the application was submtted between twenty-five and ten days before
the day of the first primary or general election, such board shall noti-
fy the applicant at least five days before such el ection.

8 12. The opening paragraph and subdivisions 11 and 12 of section
5-211 of the election |aw, the opening paragraph as amended by chapter
265 of the |aws of 2013, subdivision 11 as anended by chapter 200 of the
laws of 1996 and subdivision 12 as added by chapter 659 of the | aws of
1994, are anended to read as foll ows:

Each agency designated as a participating agency under the provisions
of this section shall inplenent and adm nister a program of distribution
of wvoter registration forms pursuant to the provisions of this section
The followi ng offices which provide public assistance and/or provide
state funded progranms primarily engaged in providing services to persons
with disabilities are hereby designated as voter registrati on agenci es:
desi gnated as the state agencies which provide public assistance are the
office of children and fam |y services, the office of tenporary and
disability assistance and the departnent of health. Al so designated as
publ i c assistance agencies are all agencies of |l|ocal governnment that
provide such assistance. Designated as state agencies that provide
prograns primarily engaged in providing services to people with disabil-
ities are the departnent of |abor, office for the aging, division of
veterans' affairs, office of nental health, office of vocational and
educational services for individuals with disabilities, conmm ssion on
quality of care for the nentally disabled, office [ef+rental—+etardation
and] for people with developnental disabilities, conm ssion for the
blind, office of alcoholismand substance abuse services, the office of
the advocate for the disabled and all offices which adm nister prograns
established or funded by such agencies. Additional [state] agencies
designated as voter registration offices are the departnent of state
[and] . the division of workers' conpensation, the state university of
New York, the city university of New York, all public housing authori-
ties listed in article thirteen of the public housing law, the depart-
nent of corrections and comunity supervision and the New York division
of mlitary and naval affairs. Such agencies shall be required to offer
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voter registration forns to and provide for automatic voter registra-
tion, pursuant to section 5-200 of this title, for persons upon initial
application for services, renewal or recertification for services and
change of address relating to such services. Such agencies shall also be
responsible for providing assistance to applicants in conpleting voter
registration forns, receiving and transmtting the conpl eted application
formfromall applicants who wi sh to have such formtransnitted to the
appropriate board of elections. The state board of elections shall

together with representatives of the departnment of defense, develop and
i npl ement procedures for including recruitnent offices of the arned
forces of the United States as voter registration offices when such
offices are so designated by federal law. The state board shall also
make request of the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service
to include appllcatlons for registration by muil wth any nmaterials
mhlch are given to neM/C|t|zens [ALL—+nsL+LuL+ens—ei—%he-s%a#e—un+¥e#—

-] The
state board of elections may, by regulation, grant a waiver fromany or
all of the requirenments of this section to any office or program of an
agency, if it determines that it is not feasible for such office or
programto adninister such requirenent.

11. The participating agency shall transmt [

] all informtion
collected pursuant to section 5-200 of this title to the appropriate
board of elections not later than ten days after receipt except that al
such conpl eted applications and fornms received by the agency between the
thirtieth and twenty-fifth day before an election shall be transnitted
in such manner and at such time as to assure their receipt by such board
of elections not later than the twentieth day before such el ection.

12. [ Conpleted—applecation—forrs—when—received] Al  information
collected pursuant to section 5-200 of this title by a part|C|pat|ng
agency not later than the twenty-fifth day before the next ensuing
primary, general or special election and transmtted by such agency to
the appropriate board of elections so that they are received by such
board not later than the twentieth day before such election shall enti-
tle the applicant to vote in such election provided the board determ nes
that the applicant is otherw se qualified.

§ 13. Subdivisions 11 and 12 of section 5-211 of the election |law, as
anended by section twelve of this act, are anended to read as foll ows:

11. The participating agency shall transmit all information collected
pursuant to section 5-200 of this title to the appropriate board of
elections not later than ten days after receipt except that all such
conpl eted applications and fornms received by the agency between the
[ thirtieth] fifteenth and [#twenty—fifth] tenth day before an el ection
shall be transmitted in such nanner and at such tinme as to assure their
recei pt by such board of elections not |later than the [twentieth] fifth
day before such el ection.

12. Al information collected pursuant to section 5-200 of this title
by a participating agency not later than the [twenty~fifth] tenth day
before the next ensuing primary, general or special election and trans-
mtted by such agency to the appropriate board of elections so that they
are received by such board not |ater than the [twentieth] fifth day
before such election shall entitle the applicant to vote in such
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el ection provided the board determ nes that the applicant is otherw se
qual i fi ed.

8 14. Subdivision 14 of section 5-211 of the election |law, as anended
by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended and two new subdivisions
18 and 19 are added to read as foll ows:

14. Applications shall be processed by the board of elections in the
manner prescribed by [seetien] sections 5-200 and 5-210 of this title

or, if the applicant is already registered to vote from anot her address
in the county or city, in the manner prescribed by section 5-208 of this
title. The board shall send the appropriate notice of approval or

rejection as required by either subdivision nine of such section 5-210
or subdivision five of such section 5-208.

18. All colleges, universities and public school districts located in
this state shall make voter registration forns available to any students
eligible to register or pre-register to vote under paragraph (g) of
subdi vision five of section 5-210 of this title in the sanme rmanner and
subject to the sane provisions and rules and reqgulations as all other
desi gnated agencies under this section; except that a college., universi-
ty or public school district that is not otherwise designated as a
source agency pursuant to section 5-200 of this title shall not be
required to collect or maintain forns containing a person's declination
to register to vote as required by subdivision ten of this section, or
to conduct a study and report thereon as required by subdivision seven-
teen of this section.

19. The state board of elections or, in the city of New York, the New
York city board of elections, shall provide to public colleges, univer-
sities, and school districts a sufficient quantity of coded voter regis-
tration applications that identify each such application as originating
fromeither a public college, university, or school district. The state
board of elections shall provide for the delivery of such coded applica-
tions by the first day of August of each year to each college, universi-
ty, or school district covered by this chapter, except that the New York
city board of elections shall provide and deliver such forns to each
participating public university, college., or school district located in
the city of New York. Every board of elections scanning voter registra-
tion forns shall capture any desi gnated agency codes thereon and report
themon a nonthly basis to the state board of elections which shall make
such detailed infornation available to the public.

8§ 15. Subdivisions 6 and 7 of section 5-212 of the election |aw,
subdi vi sion 6 as anmended by chapter 200 of the | aws of 1996 and subdi vi -
sion 7 as added by chapter 659 of the |aws of 1994, are anended to read
as foll ows:

6. The departnent of motor vehicles shall transmt [that—portion—of

all information collected pursuant to section
5-200 of this title to the appropriate board of elections not |ater than
ten days after receipt except that all such conpl eted applications and
forms received by the departnment between the thirtieth and twenty-fifth
day before an election shall be transmtted in such manner and at such
time as to assure their receipt by such board of elections not later
than the twentieth day before such election. Al transmttals shal
i nclude original signhatures or an electronic inmage thereof as required
by subdivision four of section 5-200 of this title.

7. | Conpleted—application—Forns—received] Al information collected
pursuant to section 5-200 of this title by the departnent of notor vehi -
cles not later than the twenty-fifth day before the next ensuing prinma-
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ry, general or special election and transnmtted by such departnent to
the appropriate board of elections so that they are received not later
than the twentieth day before such election shall entitle the applicant
to vote in such election provided the board determ nes that the appli-
cant is otherwi se qualified.

8 16. Subdivisions 6 and 7 of section 5-212 of the election law as
anmended by section fifteen of this act, are anended to read as foll ows:

6. The departnent of notor vehicles shall transmt all information
coll ected pursuant to section 5-200 of this title to the appropriate
board of elections not later than ten days after receipt except that al
such conpl eted applications and forns received by the departnent between
the [thitieth] fifteenth and [twenty-—FHifth] tenth day before an
el ection shall be transmitted in such manner and at such tine as to
assure their receipt by such board of elections not later than the
[ wentieth] fifth day before such election. Al transnmittals shal
include original signatures or an electronic inmage thereof as required
by subdi vision four of section 5-200 of this title.

7. Al information collected pursuant to section 5-200 of this title
by the department of notor vehicles not |later than the [twenty—ifth]
tenth day before the next ensuing primary, general or special election
and transmitted by such departnment to the appropriate board of el ections
so that they are received not |ater than the [twentieth] fifth day

before such election shall entitle the applicant to vote in such
el ection provided the board determ nes that the applicant is otherw se
qual i fi ed.

§ 17. Subdivision 3 of section 5-213 of the election law, as anended
by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to read as follows:

3. The board of elections shall restore the registration of any such
voter to active status if such voter notifies the board of elections
that he resides at the address fromwhich he is registered, or the board
finds that such voter has validly signed a designating or nom nating
petition which states that he resides at such address, or if such voter
casts a ballot in an affidavit envel ope which states that he resides at
such address, or if the board receives notice that such voter has voted
in an election conducted with registration |ists prepared pursuant to
the provisions of section 5-612 of this article. If any such notifica-
tion or information is received [twenty] ten days or nore before a
primary, special or general election, the voter's nane nust be restored
to active status for such el ection.

§ 18. Subdivision 3 of section 5-304 of the election |aw, as anmended
by chapter 90 of the laws of 1991, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. A change of enrollment received by the board of elections, show ng
a dated cancellation mark of the United States Postal Service or
contained in an envel ope show ng such cancellation mark which is dated,

not Iater than the tmenty flfth day before the [gene+a+—e+eet+en—shaLL

ee] next ensuing primary, general or special election, and received no

later than the fifth day before such election or delivered in person to
such county board of elections not later than the tenth day before a

primary, general or special election, shall be effective for such
election. Enrollnent changes shall be entered as provided in this arti-
cle and shall be deened to take effect on the tenth day after such

change of enrollnent is received by the board of elections or if the
change of enrollnent, or the envelope containing it, bears a dated
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cancellation mark of the United States Postal Service, such change shal
be entered and shall be deened to take effect on the tenth day after the
date of such mark, whichever is earlier; except that no change will take
effect sooner than the fifth day after the receipt of such change of
enrol lment by the board of elections.

8§ 19. The openi ng paragraph of paragraph (e) of subdivision 3 of
section 8-302 of the election |law, as anmended by chapter 125 of the | aws
of 2011, is anended to read as follows:

VWhenever a voter presents hinmself or herself and offers to cast a
ballot, and he or she clainms to live in the election district in which
he or she seeks to vote but no registration poll record can be found for
him or her in the poll ledger or his or her nanme does not appear on the
conmputer generated registration list or his or her signature does not
appear next to his or her name on such computer generated registration
list or his or her registration poll record or the conputer generated
registration Ilist does not show himor her to be enrolled in the party
in which he or she clainms to be enrolled and the voter is not otherw se
eligible to cast an affidavit ballot pursuant to subdivision three-d of
this section, a poll clerk or election inspector shall <consult a map,
street finder or other description of all of the polling places and
election districts wthin the political subdivision in which said
election district is located and if necessary, contact the board of
el ections to obtain the relevant information and advise the voter of the
correct polling place and election district for the residence address
provided by the voter to such poll clerk or election inspector. There-
after, such voter shall be permitted to vote in said election district
only as hereinafter provided:

8 20. Section 8-302 of the election law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 3-d to read as foll ows:

3-d. A person appearing on election day whose nane cannot be found or
whose information is inconplete or incorrect on the statew de voter
registration list and who affirns that that he or she interacted with a
source agency listed in subdivision three of section 5-200 of this chap-
ter and consented to voter registration shall be permtted to cast an
affidavit ballot. Such affidavit ballot shall be counted if at the poll-
ing place, the person presents proof of identity and evidence of regis-
tering to vote or performng any of the activities specified in subdivi-
sion tw of section 5-200 of this chapter, and there is no affirnative
proof that the person is ineligible to register to vote or that the
person did not register or performany of the activities specified in
subdi vision two of section 5-200 of this chapter.

(a) A person may swear to and subscribe to an affidavit stating that
the person has registered to vote or perfornmed any of the activities in
subdi vision two of section 5-200 of this chapter and consented to use
agency information for voter registration. That affidavit shall be
sufficient evidence of registering to vote or performng any of the
activities specified in subdivision two of section 5-200 of this chapter
for the purposes of this section.

(b) A person without identification nay swear to and subscribe to an
affidavit stating that the person did not present docunentary proof of
identity, but that all of the identifying information on the affidavit
ball ot envelope is conplete and accurate. That affidavit shall be suffi-
cient evidence of identity for the purposes of this section. Nothing in
this subdivision shall be deened to override the provisions of subdivi-
sion two-a of this section governing the requirenents for a person whose
nane appears in the conputer generated registration list with a notation
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indicating that the voter's identity was not yet verified as required by
the federal Help Anerica Vote Act.

§ 21. Subdivision 11 of section 5-614 of the election | aw, as added by
chapter 24 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:
11. The state board of elections shall establish a statew de voter

registration] registration infornati on system available through a secure
public website accessible from the website of the state board of

elections and through a toll-free tel ephone nunber nmintained by the
state board of elections. The infornmation system shall

a. allow any voter:

(i) to reviewthe voter registration information represented on the
statewi de voter registration list for that voter;

(ii) to submt a confidential request to correct or update the voter's
voter registration information, which shall be sent to the applicable
county board of elections; and

(iii) to deternine the location of the polling place to which the
voter is assigned;

b. provide an interface that allows any person:

(i) to determine the |ocation of the polling place associated with any
residential address within the state; and

(ii) to determine whether he or she is represented on the statew de
voter registration list; and

c. provide a secure website interface that allows any eligible citizen
who is not represented on the statewide voter registration list to view
the notices contained on an application formunder section 5-210 of this
article and to confidentially submit, through the interface, the data
collected on such application formto the state board of elections. Upon
receipt of such data, the state board of elections shall forward the
information to the local board of elections of the county or city where
the citizen resides. Such data shall be processed as an application form
submtted by mail pursuant to section 5-210 of this article, subject to
the requirenents of section 303(b) of the Help Anerica Vote Act of 2002
(42 U.S. C. 8§ 15483(b))., except that the absence of a witten signature
shall not render the application inconplete or otherw se preclude the
registration of an eligible citizen.

For any eligible citizen attenpting to use the system established

under this subdivision to submt information that will not be processed
as valid for the proximate election, the systemnmust notify the <citizen
at the tine of the subnission that the update will not take effect for

the proximate election. If the citizen is attenpting to use the system
established under this subdivision to correct or update voter registra-
tion information under this section, the system nust also notify the
citizen that he or she may use the el ection-day procedure provided in
subdi vision three-d of section 8-302 of this chapter.

The board of elections shall devel op procedures to enable an eligible
citizen who subnits an application pursuant to this subdivision and
whose application lacks an electronic signature to provide a signature
at the polling place or wth an application for an absentee ball ot
before voting. The board of elections may require an el ector who has not
provided a signature before arriving at the polling place or submtting
an absentee ballot to present a current and valid photo identification
or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check

paycheck, or other governnent docunent that shows the nane and address
of the voter
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§ 22. Subdivision 3 of section 8-510 of the election law, as anended
by chapter 43 of the laws of 1988, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. The inspectors shall place such conpleted report, and each court
order, if any, directing that a person be pernmtted to vote, and each
affidavit conpleted pursuant to subdivision three-d of section 8-302 of
this article, inside a |edger of registration records or conputer gener-
ated registration lists between the front cover, and the first registra-
tion record and then shall close and seal each |edger of registration
records or computer generated registration lists, affix their signature
to the seal, |ock such ledger in the carrying case furnished for that
purpose and enclose the keys in a seal ed package or seal such list in
t he envel ope provided for that purpose.

8§ 23. The election law is anended by adding a new section 17-138 to
read as foll ows:

§ 17-138. Discrimnation and harassnment. No person acting under color
of any provision of law may harass or discrimnate against or assist
others in harassing or discrimnating against any person on the basis of
the information supplied by the person for voter registration purposes,
a person's declination to register to vote or to supply information for
voter registration purposes, or a person's absence fromthe statew de
voter registration list except as required to administer elections or
enforce election | aws.

§ 24. Subdivision 1 of section 3-220 of the election |aw, as anmended
by chapter 104 of the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Al registration records, certificates, |lists, and inventories
referred to in, or required by, this chapter shall be public records and
open to public inspection under the inmedi ate supervision of the board
of elections or its enpl oyees and subject to such reasonabl e regul ations
as such board may inpose, provided, however, that no data transmtted
pursuant to section 5-200 of this chapter shall be considered a public
record open to public inspection solely by reason of its transm ssion
and that the following information shall not be released for public
inspection:

(a) any voter's signature;

(b) the personal residence and contact information of any voter for
whom any provision of law requires confidentiality;

(c) any portion of a voter's driver's |license nunber, [departrent—of
wot-or—vehicle] non-driver [phete—D] identification card nunber, soci al

security nunber and facsimle nunber [shall—rot—be—+eleasedior—publie

—aspest-en]
(d) any voter's tel ephone nunber; and
(e) any voter's emnil address. No such records shall be handled at

any time by any person other than a nmenber of a registration board or
board of inspectors of elections or board of elections except as
provided by rul es inposed by the board of elections.

8§ 25. Subdivision 4 of section 3-212 of the election law is anmended by
addi ng two new paragraphs (c) and (d) to read as foll ows:

(c) Said annual report, as required by paragraph (a) of this subdivi-
sion, shall also include:

(1) the nunber of records that have been received, transmtted, trans-
ferred., updated, or corrected pursuant to section 5-200 of this chapter,
by source;

(2) the nunber of records received under section 5-200 of this chap-
ter, by source, that do not relate to persons identified as eligible to
vot e;
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(3) the nunber of persons who have contacted the board to opt out of
voter reqgistration;

(4) the nunber of voters who submit voter registration forns and/or
requests to update or correct voter registration information using the
system described in section 5-614 of this chapter; and

(5) the nunber of voters who correct voter registration infornmation
using the election-day procedure described in section 8-302 of this
chapt er.

(d) Said annual report, as required by paragraph (a) of this subdivi-
sion, shall exclude any information that personally identifies any
person other than an election official or other governnent official

8§ 26. Section 17-104 of the &election law is anmended to read as
foll ows:

§ 17-104. False registration. 1. Any person who:

[2-] (a) Registers or attenpts to register as an elector in nore than
one election district for the sane election, or nore than once in the
sane election district; or,

[2-] (b) Registers or attenpts to register as an el ector, know ng that
he will not be a qualified voter in the district at the election for
whi ch such registration is nmade; or

[3=] (c) Registers or attenpts to register as an el ector under any
name but his or her own; or

[4-] (d) Knowingly gives a false residence wthin the election
district when registering as an elector; or

[5-] (e) Knowingly permts, aids, assists, abets, procures, commands
or advises another to commt any such act, is guilty of a felony.

2. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this chapter, no person
shall be liable for an error in the statewide voter registration |ist
unl ess such person knowingly and willfully nmakes a false statenent in
order to effectuate or perpetuate voter registration. An error in the
statewi de voter registration list shall not constitute a fraudulent or
false claimto citizenship.

8 27. Subdivision 17 of section 3-102 of the election law, as renunt
bered by chapter 23 of the laws of 2005, is renunbered subdivision 21
and four new subdivisions 17, 18, 19 and 20 are added to read as
foll ows:

17. ensure that, upon receipt and verification of a person's express
request to opt out of voter registration., the person's nane and regis-
tration record will not be added to the county or statew de voter regis-
tration lists;

18. ensure that election officials shall not provide the record of any
person who has opted out of voter registration, in whole or in part, to
any third party for any purpose other than the conpilation of a jury
list:;

19. publish and enforce a privacy and security policy specifying each
class of users who shall have authorized access to the statew de voter
registration list, preventing unauthorized access to the statew de voter
registration list and to any list provided by a source agency or [|ist
nmai nt enance source, and setting forth other safeguards to protect the
privacy and security of the information on the statew de voter registra-
tion list;

20. pronmulgate rules regarding the notification of voters of transfer
of address by electronic nmail; and

§ 28. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
sections two, three, four, six, seven, eight, ten, twelve, fourteen
fifteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, and twenty-three of
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this act shall take effect January 1, 2018; provided further that
sections five, nine, eleven, thirteen, sixteen, seventeen, and ei ghteen
of this act shall take effect January 1, 2019. Effective inmediately,
any rules, regulations and agreenents necessary to inplenment the
provisions of this act on its effective date are authorized and directed
to be conpleted on or before such date.



