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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 3008 A. 2323

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

SENATE - ASSEMBLY

January 18, 2017

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Environnental
Conservati on

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
mai nt enance of uni nproved roads

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 54 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended

by adding a newtitle 14 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 14
UNI MPROVED ROAD MAI NTENANCE

Section 54-1401. Statenent of purpose.

54-1403. General rule.

54-1405. Apportionnent criteria.

54-1407. Departnent's responsibilities.

54-1409. County soil and water conservation districts.

54-1411. Administration.

54-1413. Grant applications.
8§ 54-1401. Statenent of purpose.

It is the intent and purpose of this title:

1. to fund safe, efficient and environnentally sound maintenance of
sections of uninproved roads which have been identified as sources of
sedinent pollution; and

2. to establish a dedicated and earmarked funding nechanism that
provides stream ined appropriation to the county |evel and enables |oca
officials to establish fiscal and environnmental controls.

8 54-1403. General rule.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onmitted.
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Subj ect to annual appropriation by the legislature to the departnent,
funding shall be nmade available by the departnment for the maintenance
and inprovenent of uninproved roads and/or the nmintenance and mti-
gation of sedinent pollution from uni nproved roads. The departnent shal
apportion the funds based on witten criteria it develops to establish
priorities based on preventing and mtigating sedinment pollution.

8§ 54-1405. Apportionnment criteria.

The apportionnent criteria shall

1. be based on verified need to correct pollution problens related to
the road;

2. consider the total nmles of uninproved roads nmintained by |oca
nunicipalities or state agencies that are open to the public during any
period of the vear;

3. consi der t ot al mles of uninproved roads wthin critical
wat er sheds; and

4. consider the commitnents of grant applicants to conply with the
nonpol lution requirenents established.

8§ 54-1407. Departnment's responsibilities.

The departnent shall

1. adopt performance standards;

2. provide for a systemof audit;

3. annually assess the programand annually report to the transporta-
tion commttee and environnental conservation committees of both the
assenbly and senate on its acceptance and effectiveness; and

4. be entitled to wthhold and expend the costs of the audit and
report preparation up to the maximumlimt of two percent of the funds
adni ni st ered.

8 54-1409. County soil and water conservation districts.

Apportioned funds are to be dispersed to county soil and water conser-
vation districts which apply for themand are to be used by |local nuni-
cipalities that maintain roads within the county and fulfill certain

requirenents specified under section 54-1413 of this title.
8 54-1411. Administration.

The soil and water conservation district's administration of funding
shal |l include:
1. adoption of witten criteria to assure equal access for all eliqi-

ble applicants within specified funding categories;

2. provision of docunentation that application has been nande for al
required pernts;

3. adoption of procedures that assure a mininmal anpbunt of procedura

paper wor Kk;
4. adoption of witten criteria to specify priorities;

5. adoption of funding categories to provide for separate budgeting
for:
(a) Municipal governnent roads.

(b) Road denonstration projects.

(c) Training grants restricted to fifteen percent of funding.

(d) Administrative costs, limted to actual docunented costs and
restricted to a maxinum of ten percent;

6. adoption of incentives for training road nmanagers and equi pnent
operators;

7. adoption of standards that prohibit use of materials or practices
which are environnmentally harnful; and

8. adoption of site inspection requirenents to verify conpletion of
wor K.

8§ 54-1413. G ant applications.
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Each grant application shall

1. be specific to one work location or one type of work;

2. _expedite the approval process by allowing the county soil and water
conservation district to insert additional requirenents that conplete
and qualify the grant for approval and which when accepted by the appli-
cant becone a binding obligation on the applicant; and

3. require mninmal handwitten information such as |ocation, problem
being solved, basis of cost estinate, project work schedul e, basis of
successful conpletion and type and anpbunt of pollution reduced.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




