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        IN SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twice and ordered print-
          ed, and when printed to be committed to the Committee on Environmental
          Conservation

        IN  ASSEMBLY  -- Introduced by M. of A. THIELE -- read once and referred
          to the Committee on Environmental Conservation

        AN ACT to amend the environmental conservation law, in relation  to  the
          maintenance of unimproved roads

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Article 54 of the environmental conservation law is amended
     2  by adding a new title 14 to read as follows:
     3                                  TITLE 14
     4                         UNIMPROVED ROAD MAINTENANCE
     5  Section 54-1401. Statement of purpose.
     6          54-1403. General rule.
     7          54-1405. Apportionment criteria.
     8          54-1407. Department's responsibilities.
     9          54-1409. County soil and water conservation districts.
    10          54-1411. Administration.
    11          54-1413. Grant applications.
    12  § 54-1401. Statement of purpose.
    13    It is the intent and purpose of this title:
    14    1. to fund safe, efficient and environmentally  sound  maintenance  of
    15  sections  of  unimproved  roads which have been identified as sources of
    16  sediment pollution; and
    17    2. to establish a  dedicated  and  earmarked  funding  mechanism  that
    18  provides streamlined appropriation to the county level and enables local
    19  officials to establish fiscal and environmental controls.
    20  § 54-1403. General rule.

         EXPLANATION--Matter in  (underscored) is new; matter in bracketsitalics
                              [ ] is old law to be omitted. 
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     1    Subject  to annual appropriation by the legislature to the department,
     2  funding shall be made available by the department  for  the  maintenance
     3  and  improvement  of  unimproved  roads and/or the maintenance and miti-
     4  gation of sediment pollution from unimproved roads. The department shall
     5  apportion  the  funds based on written criteria it develops to establish
     6  priorities based on preventing and mitigating sediment pollution.
     7  § 54-1405. Apportionment criteria.
     8    The apportionment criteria shall:
     9    1. be based on verified need to correct pollution problems related  to
    10  the road;
    11    2.  consider  the  total miles of unimproved roads maintained by local
    12  municipalities or state agencies that are open to the public during  any
    13  period of the year;
    14    3.   consider   total   miles  of  unimproved  roads  within  critical
    15  watersheds; and
    16    4. consider the commitments of grant applicants  to  comply  with  the
    17  nonpollution requirements established.
    18  § 54-1407. Department's responsibilities.
    19    The department shall:
    20    1. adopt performance standards;
    21    2. provide for a system of audit;
    22    3.  annually assess the program and annually report to the transporta-
    23  tion committee and environmental conservation  committees  of  both  the
    24  assembly and senate on its acceptance and effectiveness; and
    25    4.  be  entitled  to  withhold  and  expend the costs of the audit and
    26  report preparation up to the maximum limit of two percent of  the  funds
    27  administered.
    28  § 54-1409. County soil and water conservation districts.
    29    Apportioned funds are to be dispersed to county soil and water conser-
    30  vation  districts which apply for them and are to be used by local muni-
    31  cipalities that maintain roads within the  county  and  fulfill  certain
    32  requirements specified under section 54-1413 of this title.
    33  § 54-1411. Administration.
    34    The  soil  and water conservation district's administration of funding
    35  shall include:
    36    1. adoption of written criteria to assure equal access for all  eligi-
    37  ble applicants within specified funding categories;
    38    2.  provision  of documentation that application has been made for all
    39  required permits;
    40    3. adoption of procedures that assure a minimal amount  of  procedural
    41  paperwork;
    42    4. adoption of written criteria to specify priorities;
    43    5.  adoption  of  funding categories to provide for separate budgeting
    44  for:
    45    (a) Municipal government roads.
    46    (b) Road demonstration projects.
    47    (c) Training grants restricted to fifteen percent of funding.
    48    (d) Administrative costs,  limited  to  actual  documented  costs  and
    49  restricted to a maximum of ten percent;
    50    6.  adoption  of  incentives  for training road managers and equipment
    51  operators;
    52    7. adoption of standards that prohibit use of materials  or  practices
    53  which are environmentally harmful; and
    54    8.  adoption  of  site inspection requirements to verify completion of
    55  work.
    56  § 54-1413. Grant applications.
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     1    Each grant application shall:
     2    1. be specific to one work location or one type of work;
     3    2. expedite the approval process by allowing the county soil and water
     4  conservation  district  to  insert additional requirements that complete
     5  and qualify the grant for approval and which when accepted by the appli-
     6  cant become a binding obligation on the applicant; and
     7    3. require minimal handwritten information such as  location,  problem
     8  being  solved,  basis  of cost estimate, project work schedule, basis of
     9  successful completion and type and amount of pollution reduced.
    10    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.


