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January 18, 2017

Introduced by Sen. DILAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to nandatory
seat belt use

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 3, 5 and 9 of section 1229-c of the vehicle
and traffic law, subdivision 3 as added by chapter 365 of the | aws of
1984, subdivision 5 as anmended by chapter 448 of the laws of 2015 and
subdi vision 9 as anmended by chapter 390 of the |laws of 1996, are anended
to read as follows:

3. No person shall operate a notor vehicle, including taxicabs,
liveries and other for hire vehicles, unless such person is restrained
by a safety belt approved by the commi ssioner. No person sixteen years
of age or over shall be a passenger in [the—df+rent—seat—of] a notor vehi-
cle, including taxicabs, liveries and other for hire vehicles, unless
such person is restrained by a safety belt approved by the comr ssioner.

5. Any person who violates the provisions of subdivision three or
ten-a of this section shall be punished by a civil fine of up to fifty
dollars. A police officer shall only issue a sunmons for a violation of
subdivision three of this section by a person |less than eighteen years
old to the parent or guardian of such person if the violation by such
person occurs in the presence of such person's parent or guardian and
where such parent or guardian is eighteen years of age of older. No
person operating a taxicab or for hire vehicle shall be subject to a
civil fine for the failure of a passenger to conply with the provisions
of subdivision three of this section. Any person who violates the
provi si ons of subdivision one, two, eleven or thirteen of this section
shall be punished by a civil fine of not less than twenty-five nor nore
than one hundred dollars. In any prosecution or proceeding alleging a
vi ol ati on of paragraph (b) of subdivision one or paragraph (c) of subdi-
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vision two of this section, it shall be an affirmative defense that the
passenger subject to the requirenents of such paragraphs was restrained
by a safety belt and nmeasures nore than four feet nine inches in height
and/ or wei ghs nore than one hundred pounds.

9. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision four and except as
provided for in subdivisions three and five, this section shall not
apply to taxis, liveries, and buses other than school buses.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




