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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 17, 2017

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
requirenents for |ead agency

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 8-0111 of the environmental
conservation law, as added by chapter 612 of the laws of 1975, is
amended to read as foll ows:

6. Lead Agency. (a) Wien an action is to be carried out or approved by
two or nore agencies, the determ nation of whether the action may have a
significant effect on the environnent shall be nade by the |ead agency
having principal responsibility for carrying out or approving such
action and such agency shall prepare, or <cause to be prepared by
contract or otherw se, the environnental inpact statement for the action
if such a statenment is required by this article. In the event that there
is a question as to which is the | ead agency, any agency nmay subnit the

guestion to the conmi ssioner and the conmi ssioner shall designate the
| ead agency, giving due consideration to the capacity of such agency to
fulfill adequately the requirenents of this article.

(b) Notwi thstanding any other provision of this article or any other
law to the <contrary, in any circunstance when an action to be carried
out or approved by two or nore agencies involves the religious exercise
of a person, as such is defined by the Religious Land Use and Institu-
tionalized Persons Act of 2000 (RLU PA), 42 U S.C_ 88 2000cc, et seq.
only a county or state agency may act as the |lead agency. In the event
the county or state agency does not have the ability to be the I|ead
agency, the nmunicipality shall give a final deternmination within twelve

calendar nonths fromthe date of the application. If the applicant
di sagrees wth such deternmination, the disagreenent shall be settled by
binding arbitration. In the event a nunicipality charges the applicant

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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a fee for an engineer or planner in relation to making such a determni -
nation, the nmunicipality shall provide the applicant with a reasonable
estimate of the total fee or charge of such engineer or planner. Such
fee or charge shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars. The provisions
of this subdivision shall only apply to nunicipalities with a popul ation
of fifty thousand or |ess.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




