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STATE OF NEW YORK

2739

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 17, 2017

Introduced by Sen. LATIMER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to requiring hospi-
tals and physicians to include certain information regarding nmlitary
service of patients or persons close to patients on adm ssion forns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 5 of section 2805-b of the public health | aw,

as anmended by chapter 64 of the laws of 2016, is anended to read as
fol | ows:
5. The staff of a general hospital shall: (a) inquire whether or not

the person admitted has served in the United States arned forces. [Such
rformati-op—shall—be—ti-sted—oen—the] The adnissions formshall include
information including, but not linmted to, whether the patient or sone-
one close to the patient has ever served in the military, who served in
the mlitary, when and where did the person serve, what was the person
in the military's job description, whether the patient is currently
registered with the veterans adm nistration, and whether the patient is
currently receiving any benefits fromthe veterans adm nistration; (b)
notify any admttee who is a veteran of the possible availability of
services at a hospital operated by the veterans adm nistration, and,
upon request by the admttee, such staff shall make arrangenents for the
individual's transfer to a veterans adm nistration operated hospital

provi ded, however, that transfers shall be authorized only after it has
been determ ned, according to accepted clinical and nedical standards,
that the patient's condition has stabilized and transfer can be accom
pl i shed safely and without conplication; and (c) provide any admttee
who has served in the United States arnmed forces with a copy of the
"Informati on for Veterans concerning Health Care Options" fact sheet,
mai ntained by the division of veterans' affairs pursuant to subdivision
twenty-three of section three hundred fifty-three of the executive |aw

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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prior to discharging or transferring the patient. The comm ssi oner shal
promul gate rules and regulations for notifying such adm ttees of possi-
bl e avail abl e services and for arranging a requested transfer.

8§ 2. The public health law is anended by adding a new article 26-B to
read as follows:

ARTICLE 26-B
M LI TARY SERVI CE | NQUI RY
Section 2640. Mlitary service; duty to inquire and record.

8 2640. Mlitary service; duty to inquire and record. 1. Every physi-
cian shall inquire of every resident of the state of New York coming to
such physician for services or treatnment whether the person is a veter-
an., as defined in section eighty-five of the civil service law, and
shall record the answers to such inquiry in the patient's nedica
record. The physician shall record, at a mninum the follow ng inforna-
tion: whether the patient or soneone close to the patient has ever
served in the mlitary, who served in the nmlitary, when and where did
the person serve, what was the person in the mlitary's job description
whether the patient is currently registered with the veterans adminis-
tration, and whether the patient is currently receiving any benefits
fromthe veterans adninistration

2. Each physician providing services or treatnent to a veteran or
soneone close to a veteran shall notify such patient of the possible
availability of services at a hospital operated by the veterans adm nis-
tration and, upon request by the patient, such physician shall transfer
the patient's nedical records to such hospital. The commi ssi oner shal
promul gate rules and requlations for notifying such patient of possible
avai l able services and for arranging for a transfer of nedical records.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




