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Introduced by Sens. LAVALLE, LARKIN, MARCHI ONE, MURPHY, O MARA, SERI NO
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to

the Committee on H gher Education -- recommitted to the Conmittee on
Hi gher Education in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to the election of
regents and the creation of the comni ssion on regents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 202 of the education |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anended by chapter 547 of the | aws of 1993 and subdi vi -
sion 2 as amended by chapter 296 of the laws of 1984 and as designated
by chapter 892 of the laws of 1985, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. The University of the State of New York shall be governed and al
its corporate powers exercised by a board of regents the nunber of whose
menbers shall at all tinmes be four nore than the nunber of the then
existing judicial districts of the state and shall not be | ess than
fifteen. The regents in office April first, nineteen hundred seventy-
four shall hold office, in the order of their election, for such times
that the termof one such regent will expire in each year on the first
day of April. Comencing April first, nineteen hundred seventy-four,
each regent shall be elected for a termof seven years, each such term
to expire on the first day of April. Commencing on April first, nineteen
hundred ninety-four, each regent shall be elected for a termof five
years, each such termto expire on the first day of April, two thousand
ni neteen. Commencing on April first, two thousand ni neteen, each regent
shall be elected for a termof five years, each such termto expire on

the first day of April. [Each—+egent—shal—beelestedby—the—tegisia—
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2. Al vacancies in such office, either for full or unexpired terns,
shall be so filled that there shall always be in the menbership of the
board of regents at least one resident of each of the judicia
districts., [Avacapcyinthe office of regent for other cause than

. . : ﬁ ) hall bo fillod f I . I I

g8 2. fhe education law is anended by adding a new section 202-a to
read as follows:
8§ 202-a. Comm ssion on regents. 1. Oganization of the conm ssion

(a) A commission on regents nomnation is hereby established. The
conm ssion shall consist of ten nenbers of whom four shall be appointed
by the governor, two each by the speaker of the assenbly and the tenpo-
rary president of the senate, and one each by the mnority |leader of the
senate and the mnority |eader of the assenbly. O the four nenbers
appointed by the governor, no nore than two shall be enrolled in the
sane political party, tw shall have no less than ten years experience
in the field of education, no nenber of the conmmi ssion shall hold or
have held any judicial office or hold any elected public office for
which he receives conpensation during his period of service, and no
nenber of the conmission shall hold any office in any political party.
The nenbers of the conm ssion shall be residents of the state.

(b) The nenbers first shall serve for a two year term

(c) A vacancy shall be deened to occur imediately upon the appoint-
nent or election of any nenber to an office that would disqualify him
for appointnent to, or nmenbership on, the conmmission. A vacancy occur-
ring for any reason other than by expiration of termshall be filled by
the appointing officer for the renmninder of the unexpired term

(d) The nenbers shall designate one of their nunber to serve as chair-
man for a period of twd years or until his termof office expires,
whi chever period is shorter.

(e) Each nmenber of the commission shall be entitled to receive his
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of his duties.

(f) Eight nenbers of the conmmission shall constitute a quorum

2. Functions of the commission. (a) The comn ssion shall consider and
evaluate the qualifications of candidates for appointnent to the board
of regents and., as a vacancy occurs in any such office, shall recomend
to the governor persons who by their character, tenperanment, profes-

sional aptitude and experience are well qualified to hold such office.
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(b) For each vacancy in the office of the board of regents, the
conm ssion shall recommend to the governor at least three persons and
not nore than seven persons. Should npore than one vacancy exist at the
sane tinme in the board of regents, the nunber of persons recommended by
the commission to the governor shall be at |least three but no npre than
seven plus one additional person for each additional vacancy in such
of fice.

(c) A recommendation to the governor shall require the concurrence of
eight nmenbers of the commi ssion. The recommendations to the governor
shall be transnmitted to the governor in a single witten report which
shall be released to the public by the conmission at the tine it is
subnmtted to the governor. The report shall be in witing, signed only
by the chairman, and shall include the commission's findings relating to
the character., tenperanent., professional aptitude, experience, quali-
fications and fitness for office of each candidate who is recomended to
the governor.

(d) No person shall be recommended to the governor who has not
consented to be a candidate, who has not been personally interviewed by
a quorum of the nenbership of the conm ssion, and who has not filed a
financial statenent with the comrission., on a formto be prescribed by
the commission. The financial statenent shall consist of a sworn state-
nent of the person's assets, liabilities and sources of incone, and any
other relevant financial infornation which the conni ssion may require.
The conmi ssion shall transnmt to the governor the financial statenent
filed by each person who is recommended. The governor shall nake avail -
able to the public the financial statenent filed by the person who is
appointed to fill a vacancy. The financial statenents filed by all other
persons recomended to the governor, but not appointed by him shall be
confidential.

3. Additional functions of the comm ssion. The commi ssion shall have
the follow ng functions, powers and duties:
a) Establish procedures to assure that persons who may be well ual i -

fied for appointnment to the board of regents, other than those who have
requested consideration or who have been reconmmended for consideration
by others, are encouraged to agree to be considered by the conmi ssion.

(b) Require the appearance of any candidate before it and interview
any person concerning the qualifications of any candi date.

(c) Communicate with the governor concerning the qualifications of any
person whomit has reconmended to the governor, and communicate with the
senate and the assenbly concerning the qualifications of the person
appoi nted by the governor.

4. Procedures when vacancies occur. (a) Wienever a vacancy wll occur

in the board of regents by expiration of termthe comm ssion shall nake
its recommendations to the governor no later than thirty days after
recei pt of such notice. The governor shall nmake his appointnent from

anong those persons recommended to himby the conm ssion no sooner than
fifteen days nor later than thirty days after receipt of the conmms-
sion's recommendati ons.

(b) Wenever a vacancy occurs and the senate and the assenbly have
finally adjourned and are not in session to give their advice and
consent to an appointnent to fill such vacancy, the governor shall nmke
an interimappointnent fromanong those persons recommended to him by
the conmmission. An interimappointnent shall continue until the senate
and the assenbly shall pass the governor's selection. If the senate and
the assenmbly confirm an appointnent, the regent shall serve a term
provided in section two hundred two of this part, comencing from the
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date of his interimappointnent. If the senate and the assenbly reject
an appointnent, a vacancy in the office shall occur sixty days after
such rejection.

(c) (i) If the senate and the assenbly are in session at the tine the
governor nakes an appointnent pursuant to subdivision one or two of this
section, each nom nee shall be elected by the legislature by concurrent
resolution in the preceding WMirch, on or before the first Tuesday of
such nonth. If, however, the legislature fails to agree on such concur-
rent resolution by the first Tuesday of such nonth, then the two houses
shall neet in joint session at noon on the second Tuesday of such nonth
and proceed to elect such regent by joint ballot.

(ii) Wienever the governor has nade an interim appointnent pursuant to
this subdivision, he shall conmunicate on the first day that the senate
and the assenbly are in session following the nmking of the interim
appointnent, a witten nomnation to the senate and the assenbly in
accordance with the provisions of section seven of the public officers
law. The senate and the assenbly shall confirmor reject such appoint-
nent no later than thirty days after receipt of the nonmnation from the
gover nor.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




