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STATE OF NEW YORK

2589

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2017

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to authorizing
domestic conmpanion animals to be permtted to board any comruter
transportation operated by the netropolitan transportation authority
or any of its subsidiaries in the event of a state energency and evac-
uation of a region

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public authorities law is anmended by adding a new
section 1264-a to read as foll ows:

8 1264-a. State of energency; boarding of a commuter transportation by
donestic conpanion aninals. 1. For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Commuter transportation" neans conmuter transportation, and other
related services and facilities, operated by the authority or any of its
subsidiaries, including but not linmted to such transportation by rail-
road., ommi bus, marine and air, in accordance with this title.

(b) "Donestic conpanion aninal" neans a conpanion aninal or pet as
defined in section three hundred fifty of the agriculture and markets
|l aw and shall also nean any other donesticated aninal normally main-
tained in or near the household of the owner or person who cares for
such other donesticated animal. "Pet" or "conpanion aninal" shall not
include a "farm animal", as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the agriculture and narkets | aw

2. (a) Inthe event that a state of energency has been declared and an
evacuation of any region of the state is in progress, the owner of a

donmestic conpanion aninal shall be permtted to board any conmmuter
transportation with such donestic conpanion animal so long as that
ani nal is under the owner's control by use of a |eash or tether, or is

properly confined in an appropriate container or by other suitable
neans, provided that such boarding is authorized by and consistent with

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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the provisions of state disaster energency plans or |local state of ener-
gency plans pertaining to the needs of aninmals and individuals with an
animal under their care. The provisions of this section shall only apply
to the owners of donestic conpanion aninals who are evacuating froma
region of the state affected by an energency or disaster, or a loca

state of energency, as defined in section twenty-four of the executive
| aw.

b) A donestic conpanion aninmal nay be refused perm ssion to board an
conmmut er transportation, even if the animal is under the owner's contro
or properly confined in accordance with this subdivision if there is
reasonable cause to believe that, due to attendant circunstances,
permtting the aninmal to board would pose a health or safety hazard

3. Al passengers with service aninmals shall be given priority seating
on all nmeans of transportation regulated by this title in accordance
with the federal "Anericans with Disabilities Act of 1990" (42 U.S.C
s.12101 et seq.). For the purposes of this section, "service aninal"
shall have the sane neaning as set forth in the federal "Anericans with
Disabilities Act of 1990" (42 U.S.C. s.12101 et seq.) and any requ-
|l ati ons under such act.

4. Al passengers on any conmmuter transportation shall be provided
seating before a donestic conpanion aninal may be placed in a seat.

5. The authority is authorized to pronmulgate and enforce such rules
and requlations as shall be necessary for the inplenentation of this
section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




