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Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to access to patient or
client records in the investigation and prosecution of professiona
i censing and m sconduct proceedi ngs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 8 of section 6506 of the education |aw, as
anended by chapter 866 of the laws of 1980, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(8) Designate a professional conduct officer, who shall be the chief
adm ni strative officer of the office of the professions, or his desig-
nee, in connection wth professional licensing and m sconduct
proceedi ngs and crimnal matters, such officer to be enmpowered to issue
subpoenas and administer oaths in connection with such proceedings..
Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of lawto the contrary, said professional
conduct officer, or his or her representatives, may exam ne and obtain
records of patients or clients in any investigation or proceeding by the
departnent acting within the scope of its authorization. Unless express
consent is obtained from the patient or client, any infornmation so
obt ai ned shall be confidential and shall not be further disclosed except
to the extent necessary for the proper function of the departnent, and
the nanme of the patient or client may not be disclosed by the departnent
or its enployees at any stage of the proceedings unless the patient or
client has expressly consented. Any other use or dissemnation of infor-
mation from such records by any person by any neans, unless it is pursu-
ant to a valid court order or otherwise authorized by law, shall be

prohi bi t ed;
§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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