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STATE OF NEW YORK

2423--A

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2017

I ntroduced by Sens. HAMLTON, RITCH E -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Mental Health and
Devel opnental Disabilities -- conmmittee discharged, bill anmended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to the prescription
of anti depressant and anti-anxi ety medi cati ons whi ch have an increased
ri sk of suicidal behavior

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |law is amended by adding a new section
7.49 to read as foll ows:

8 7.49 Antidepressant and anti-anxiety nedications.

(a) The commi ssioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of health,
shall create or utilize existing educational naterials regarding the
potential side effects with use of antidepressants or anti-anxiety nedi-
cation.

(b) Such materials shall be nade available to pharnacies registered in
the state, and shall be distributed at the tine of dispensing wth any
prescribed drug that is identified by the departnent of health as having
an increased risk of side effects when used. Information disseninated
pursuant to this subdivision may, at the option of the consuner, be
distributed through el ectronic neans.

(c) Such nmaterial shall also be posted on the websites of the office
and the departnent of health and shall be provided in |anguage other
than English as deened appropriate by the conm ssioners, but shal
include the ten nost commpnly spoken | anguages, aside from English, in
the state.

(d) The materials required in subdivision (a) of this section shal
include the foll ow ng:

(1) The suicide prevention lifeline tel ephone nunber:;

(2) The suicide prevention website;

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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(3) Relevant infornation about antidepressants and anti-anxiety nedi-
cations and potential side effects of the nedication as well as the
physi cal, behavi oral and advanced warning signs of suicide; and

(4) Such other information as the commi ssioner and the conm ssioner of
the departnent of health shall deternine to be necessary or informative.

(e) The office is authorized and directed to promulgate any rules and
regul ati ons and prepare panphlets necessary to inplenent the provisions
of this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addition, anmendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary
for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such date.




