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AN ACT to amend the general construction law, in relation to the desig-
nation of Diwali as a public holiday

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 24 of the general construction |aw, as anmended by
chapter 347 of the laws of 1984, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 24. Public holidays; half-holidays. The term public holiday includes
the followi ng days in each year: the first day of January, known as New
Year's day; the third Monday of January, known as Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. day; the twelfth day of February, known as Lincoln's birthday;
the third Mnday in February, known as Washington's birthday; the |ast
Monday in May, known as Menorial day; the second Sunday in June, known
as Flag day; the fourth day of July, known as | ndependence day; the
first Monday in Septenber, known as Labor day; the second Monday in
Cctober, known as Col unmbus day; the el eventh day of Novenber, known as
Vet erans' day; the fourth Thursday in November, known as Thanksgiving
day; [and] the twenty-fifth day of Decenber, known as Christmas day; and
the fifteenth day of the H ndu lunisolar nonth of Kartik, known as
Lakshm Puja, or the Hindu festival of lights, and if any of such days
except Flag day is Sunday, the next day thereafter; each genera
el ection day, and each day appointed by the president of the United
States or by the governor of this state as a day of general thanksgiv-
ing, general fasting and prayer, or other general religious observances.
The term hal f-holiday includes the period fromnoon to mdnight of each
Sat urday which is not a public holiday.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.
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