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        Introduced by Sen. ALCANTARA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
          printed to be committed to the Committee on Finance

        AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to establishing an office
          of  the independent public advocate and making an appropriation there-
          for

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The executive law is amended by adding a new article 4-B to
     2  read as follows:
     3                                 ARTICLE 4-B
     4                  OFFICE OF THE INDEPENDENT PUBLIC ADVOCATE
     5  Section 56. Establishment and organization.
     6          57. Duties and responsibilities.
     7    §  56.  Establishment and organization. 1. There is hereby established
     8  the office of the independent public advocate.  The  independent  public
     9  advocate  shall be appointed by a special committee established for this
    10  purpose. Such office shall be independent of the  department  of  health
    11  and of any other office, agency, board or commission of the state or any
    12  of its political subdivisions.
    13    2. a. The special committee shall consist of eleven members:
    14    (i) three members shall be appointed by the governor;
    15    (ii)  three  members  shall be appointed by the temporary president of
    16  the senate;
    17    (iii) three members shall be appointed by the speaker of the assembly;
    18    (iv) one member shall be appointed  by  the  minority  leader  of  the
    19  assembly; and
    20    (v)  one  member  shall  be  appointed  by  the minority leader of the
    21  senate.
    22    b. Members of the committee  shall  possess  extensive  knowledge  and
    23  experience  in  health  policy  and  finance. The members of the special
    24  committee shall not be paid a salary or stipend.
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     1    3. The special committee, pursuant to a  publicly-inclusive  screening
     2  and  interview  process,  shall appoint the independent public advocate.
     3  The independent public advocate shall not be paid a salary  or  stipend.
     4  The  independent  public  advocate  shall be appointed without regard to
     5  political  affiliation and solely on the basis of fitness to perform the
     6  duties of the office, and shall serve a four year term.  The independent
     7  public advocate may be removed only for cause. In the event of a  vacan-
     8  cy,  the  individual  appointed  to  fill the vacancy shall be appointed
     9  pursuant to this section, and serve only for the  unexpired  portion  of
    10  the term. The independent public advocate may employ and at their pleas-
    11  ure  remove such personnel as they deem necessary for the performance of
    12  the office, and may fix their compensation with amounts available there-
    13  for.
    14    4. The special committee shall be dissolved after the  appointment  of
    15  the  independent  public  advocate.  In  the  event  of a vacancy, a new
    16  special committee shall be appointed pursuant to subdivision two of this
    17  section.
    18    § 57. Duties and responsibilities. 1. The independent public  advocate
    19  shall  monitor  the  Delivery  System  Reform  Incentive Payment (DSRIP)
    20  program and provide the legislature  and  the  public  with  information
    21  regarding the implementation of the DSRIP program including the distrib-
    22  ution  of  funds such as DSRIP planning grants, DSRIP provider incentive
    23  payments, and DSRIP administrative costs. The independent  public  advo-
    24  cate  shall  also  issue  regular reports to enhance official and public
    25  understanding of the DSRIP program including matters related to expendi-
    26  tures or financial management practices.
    27    2. The independent public advocate shall be authorized to secure  such
    28  information, data, estimates and statistics from all agencies and public
    29  entities  involved  in  the implementation and distribution of funds for
    30  the DSRIP program. Such agencies and entities shall provide such  infor-
    31  mation, to the extent that it is available, in a timely fashion.
    32    3.  The  independent public advocate shall make all information, data,
    33  estimates, and statistics obtained under this section, and  all  reports
    34  prepared by the office, available for public inspection.
    35    §  2.  The  sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), or so much
    36  thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the office of the
    37  independent public advocate out of any moneys in the state  treasury  in
    38  the general fund to the credit of the state purposes account, not other-
    39  wise  appropriated,  and  made immediately available, for the purpose of
    40  carrying out the provisions of this act. Such moneys shall be payable on
    41  the audit and warrant  of  the  comptroller  on  vouchers  certified  or
    42  approved by the comptroller in the manner prescribed by law.
    43    §  3.  This  act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
    44  have become a law.


