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STATE OF NEW YORK

2325

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2017

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to establishing the New
York state independent budget office

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The legislative law is anended by adding a new article 4-B
to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 4-B
NEW YORK STATE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE
Section 75. Powers and duties of the New York state independent budget
of fice.
76. Director of the New York state independent budget office.

8 75. Powers and duties of the New York state independent budget
office. There shall hereby be established a New York state independent
budget office. 1. It shall be the duty of the New York state independ-
ent budget office to provide the nenbers and commttees of the leqgisla-
ture with information which will assist such officials and bodies in the
discharge of their responsibilities which are related to the budgetary
process including:

(a) information with respect to the budget, appropriations bills and
proposed laws with fiscal inplications;

(b) information with respect to estinated revenues and receipts, and
changi ng revenue conditions;

(c) information with respect to the performance and effectiveness of
state agencies and prograns; and

(d) to the extent practicable, such other information or analyses as
may be requested by such officials and bodies, and the general public.

Requests nmade by the speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary president
of the senate, the chair of the assenbly ways and neans committee and
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the chair of the senate finance commttee regarding the budget, revenues
and expenditures shall receive priority attention.

2. The independent budget office shall conplete a fiscal inpact
statenent: (a) for any bill being considered on an assenbly ways and
neans conmittee agenda or a senate finance committee agenda. to the
extent possible; (b) for any bill at the request of the speaker or

mnority l|leader of the assenbly or the tenporary president or mnority
| eader of the senate; and (c) at the request of a commttee chair or
ranking nenber of a committee for any bill referred to their respective
conmttee. Fiscal inpact statenents shall estimate the inpact on state
revenues or expenditures.

3. The independent budget office shall subnmit an analysis of the
executive budget by March first of each year to the nenbers of the
assenbly ways and neans committee and the senate finance conmttee, and

make copies of such analysis available to all other nenbers of the
|l egislature and all other individuals, upon request.
4., The independent budget office shall, to the extent practicable,

devel op proposals for cost effective alternative approaches to neet the
public responsibilities of the state.

5. The independent budget office shall publish a report with respect
to the expected levels of state revenues by the first day of January,
the first day of April, the first day of July and the first day of Ccto-
ber of each year.

6. The independent budget office shall publish by Decenber first of
each vear a report analyzing the fiscal outlook of the state for the
next five years.

7. The independent budget office shall, fromtine to tine, publish
such reports as may be appropriate to enhance the official and public
under st andi ng of the budgetary process and of the budget docunents. Such

office shall, fromtine to tine, publish such reports as nay be neces-
sary or appropriate to provide such information, data and analysis as
will enhance official and public understanding of matters relating to

state revenues, expenditures, managenent practices and related natters.

8. The independent budget office may procure up-to-date conputer
equipnent, obtain the services of experts and consultants in conputer
technol ogy. and devel op techniques for the evaluation of revenue projec-
tions and budgetary requirenents.

9. Al information, data, estinmates and statistics, and all studies
and reports prepared by the independent budget office shall be nade
available to the public and shall also be nade available by electronic
neans over the internet.

8 76. Director of the New York state independent budget office. 1
The New York state independent budget office shall be headed by a direc-
tor who shall be appointed., upon the recommendations of an independent
budget office advisory committee, by the speaker of the assenbly and the
tenporary president of the senate. The recommendations for the initia
appoi ntnment of such director shall be nmade no later than January
fifteenth of the second yvear following the enactnment of this article to
the special committee. Subsequent recomendations shall be nade between
January second and January fifteenth every sixth year thereafter. The
special comrittee shall appoint the initial director no later than
February fifteenth of the second year following the enactnent of this
article and such initial director shall take office beginning Apri
first of the second vyear following the enactnent of this article.

Subsequent appointnents shall be nmade no later than February fifteenth
every sixth year thereafter.
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2. (a) There shall be an independent budget office advisory conmmittee
consisting of (i) one person appointed by each of the following offi-
cials and who shall serve at the pleasure of such officials; the chair
and ranking nenber of the assenbly ways and neans committee and the
chair and ranking nenber of the senate finance committee, and (ii) SiXx
other nmenbers jointly appointed by the speaker of the assenbly and the
tenporary president of the senate, who shall serve for six year terns,
provi ded, however that of the nenbers first appointed, two shall serve
for ternms expiring on March thirty-first, of the second year follow ng
the enactnent of this article; two shall serve for terns expiring on
March thirty-first, of the fourth year following the enactnent of this
article; and two shall serve for terns expiring on March thirty-first,
of the sixth year following the enactnent of this article. The nenbers
shall all be individuals with extensive experience and know edge in the
fields of finance, economcs, accounting, public admnistration and
public policy analysis including at least one nationally recognized
expert in the fields of budget theory and the budget process: one dean
or director or forner dean or director of a graduate school of business
adm nistration, public affairs or public admnistration |ocated in New
York state; one officer or fornmer officer or econom c advisor of a |abor
union; one officer or forner officer or econonic advisor to a business
corporation; and one officer or forner officer of a civic or public
interest advocacy organi zation involved in budget matters. No individ-
ual shall serve consecutive terns.

(b) The independent budget office advisory comrittee shall devel op
guidelines for the best practices of the i ndependent budget office. The
i ndependent budget office advisory committee shall nmeet annually with
the director to review such guidelines and to nmeke coments and
suggestions on the overall practices of the office

(c) Menbers of the advisory committee shall receive no conpensation
but shall be reinbursed for reasonable expenses incurred in connection
with their duties.

3. The director of the independent budget office shall be appointed
without regard to political affiliation and solely on the basis of
fitness to perform the duties assigned by this article. The term of
office of the director first appointed shall expire on February
fifteenth, of the sixth year following the enactnent of this article and
the terns of office of directors subsequently appointed shall expire on
such date in each sixth year thereafter. Any individual appointed to
fill a vacancy prior to the expiration of a termshall serve only for
the unexpired portion of such term An individual serving as director at
the expiration of the termmay continue to serve until a successor is
appoi nt ed. Any director serving consecutive terns shall be recomended
by the independent budget office advisory conmttee and appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary president of the senate for
the second term No director shall serve nore than two ternms consec-
utively.

4. Ten percent of the appropriations made to the division of the budg-
et shall be available to pay for the expenses of the independent budget
office during each fiscal year beginning with the first day of Apri
after this section shall have becone a law. The director of the inde-
pendent budget office shall appoint such personnel and procure the
services of such experts and consultants, wthin the appropriations
available therefor, as may be necessary for such director to carry out
the duties and functions assigned pursuant to this article. Such
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personnel and experts shall performsuch duties as nmay be assigned to
themby the director.

5. The director of the independent budget office shall have access at
all reasonable tinmes to offices of state departnents, conm Ssions,
boards, bureaus and offices, to institutions and to all state authori -
ties and public works of the state and they may, for the purpose of
obtaining information as to the nethod of operation, general condition
managenent and needs thereof, examine the books, papers and public
records therein. Notw thstanding any other provision of |aw such state
departnents, conmi ssions, boards, bureaus, offices, state authorities
and institutions shall, through their proper officers or deputies,
furnish to the director such data, infornation or statenents as may be
necessary for the proper exercise of his or her powers and duties and
for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this article.

6. The independent budget office advisory conmmttee shall determ ne

the salary of the director of the independent budget office.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




