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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2017

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the transportation law and the civil rights law, in
relation to allowing therapy dogs to enter public places and public
transportation

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 147 of the transportation |aw, as anended by chap-
ter 536 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 147. Dogs acconpanying persons with a disability. 1. Subject to such
rules and regul ations as the conm ssioner may prescribe, all common and
contract carriers of passengers by notor vehicle shall pernit a guide
dog, hearing dog or service dog as defined in section forty-seven-b of
the civil rights law_or a therapy dog as defined in section forty-seven
of the civil rights law_ acconmpanying a person with a disability, as
defined in subdivision twenty-one of section two hundred ninety-two of
the executive law, or an owner or handler of such dogs or such person
licensed to train such dogs, to acconpany, to guide, or otherwise to aid
such disabled person, to ride on all vehicles operated for transporta-
tion and no charge shall be made for the transportation of such dog.

2. For purposes of this section, "therapy dog" shall nmean any dog that
is certified and trained to work or perform specific tasks for the bene-
fit of persons including those wth special needs, autism drug
addiction, distress due to enotional and physical abuse and clinical
depression or bipolar disease by a recognized therapy dog training
center or professional therapy dog trainer and is actually used for such
pur pose.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 47 of the civil rights law, as amended
by chapter 404 of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as follows:

1. (a) No person shall be denied admttance to and/or the equal use of
and enjoynent of any public facility solely because said person is a

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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person with a disability and is acconpani ed by a guide dog, hearing dog
[e+]. service dog or therapy dog or is an owner or handler of such dog
or otherwise a person licensed to train such dogs.

(b) For purposes of this section, "therapy dog" shall nean any dog
that is certified and trained to work or performspecific tasks for the
benefit of persons including those wth special needs, autism drug
addiction, distress due to enptional and physical abuse and clinical

depression or bipolar disease by a recognized therapy dog training
center or professional therapy dog trainer and is actually used for such

pur pose.
8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




