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STATE OF NEW YORK

2119

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2017

Introduced by Sens. RITCH E, MARCH ONE -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Transporta-
tion

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requirenents
for licensing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 4 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic |aw
i s anended by addi ng a new paragraph (c-3) to read as foll ows:

(c-3) "Motorcycle Safety" awareness conponent. The conmi ssioner shal
provide in the pre-licensing course, set forth in paragraph (b) of this
subdi vision, a mandatory conponent in "Mtorcycle Safety" awareness
education as a prerequisite for obtaining a license to operate a notor

vehicle. The purpose of the conponent is to educate prospective licen-
sees on the potential dangers to persons operating notorcycles on the
r oadway.

8 2. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 502
of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as anended by chapter 458 of the | aws of
2011, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(i) Upon subm ssion of an application for a driver's |license, the
applicant shall be required to take and pass a test, or submt evidence
of passage of a test, with respect to the laws relating to traffic, the
laws relating to driving while ability is inpaired and while intoxicat-
ed, under the overpowering influence of "Road Rage", [e+] "Wrk Zone
Safety" awareness and "Mtorcycle Safety" awareness as defined by the
conm ssioner, the law relating to exercising due care to avoid colliding
with a parked, stopped or standing authorized energency vehicle or
hazard vehicle pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this
chapter, the ability to read and conprehend traffic signs and synbols
and such other matters as the commi ssioner may prescribe, and to satis-
factorily conplete a course prescribed by the conm ssioner of not |ess
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than four hours and not nore than five hours, consisting of classroom
driver training and highway safety instruction or the equivalent there-
of .  Such test shall include at | east seven witten questions concerning
the effects of consunption of alcohol or drugs on the ability of a
person to operate a notor vehicle and the legal and financial conse-
quences resulting fromviolations of section eleven hundred ninety-two
of this chapter, prohibiting the operation of a notor vehicle while
under the influence of al cohol or drugs. Such test shall include one or
more witten questions concerning the devastating effects of "Road Rage"
on the ability of a person to operate a notor vehicle and the I egal and
financial consequences resulting fromassaulting, threatening or inter-
fering with the lawmful conduct of another person legally using the road-

way. Such test shall include one or nobre questions concerning the poten-
tial dangers to persons and equipnent resulting from the wunsafe
operation of a notor vehicle in a work zone. Such test shall include one

or nore questions concerning the potential dangers to persons operating
notorcycles on the road. Such test may include one or nore questions
concerning the law for exercising due care to avoid colliding with a
par ked, stopped or standing authorized enmergency vehicle or hazard vehi -
cle pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this chapter.
Such test shall be admnistered by the conmi ssioner. The comn ssi oner
shal |l cause the applicant to take a vision test and a test for «color
bli ndness. Upon passage of the vision test, the application nmay be
accepted and the application fee shall be payable.

8 3. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section
502 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as anmended by chapter 97 of the |aws
of 2016, is amended to read as follows:

(i) Upon subnmssion of an application for a driver's |icense, the
applicant shall be required to take and pass a test, or submt evidence
of passage of a test, with respect to the laws relating to traffic, the
laws relating to driving while ability is inpaired and while intoxicat-
ed, under the overpowering influence of "Road Rage", [e+] "Wrk Zone
Saf ety" awareness and "notorcycle safety” awareness as defined by the
comm ssioner, the law relating to exercising due care to avoid colliding
with a parked, stopped or standing authorized emergency vehicle or
hazard vehicle pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this
chapter, the ability to read and conprehend traffic signs and synbols
and such other matters as the comm ssioner nmay prescribe, and to satis-
factorily conplete a course prescribed by the comm ssioner of not |ess
than four hours and not nore than five hours, consisting of classroom
driver training and highway safety instruction or the equival ent there-
of . Such test shall include at |east seven witten questions concerning
the effects of consunption of alcohol or drugs on the ability of a
person to operate a notor vehicle and the legal and financial conse-
quences resulting fromviolations of section eleven hundred ninety-two
of this chapter, prohibiting the operation of a nmotor vehicle while
under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Such test shall include one or
nmore written questions concerning the devastating effects of "Road Rage"
on the ability of a person to operate a notor vehicle and the I egal and
financial consequences resulting fromassaulting, threatening or inter-
fering with the lawmful conduct of another person legally using the road-

way. Such test shall include one or nobre questions concerning the poten-
tial dangers to persons and equipnent resulting from the unsafe
operation of a notor vehicle in a work zone. Such test shall include one

or nore questions concerning potential dangers to persons operating
notorcycles on the road. Such test may include one or nore questions
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concerning the law for exercising due care to avoid colliding with a
par ked, stopped or standing vehicle pursuant to section eleven hundred
forty-four-a of this chapter. Such test shall be admnistered by the
comm ssioner. The conmissioner shall cause the applicant to take a
vision test and a test for color blindness. Upon passage of the vision
test, the application may be accepted and the application fee shall be
payabl e.

8 4. This act shall take effect imrediately; provided, however,
section three of this act shall take effect on the same date and in the
same manner as chapter 97 of the laws of 2016, takes effect.



