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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2017

Introduced by Sens. COVRIE, ADDABBO -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to harassnent prevention
policies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 313-b
to read as foll ows:

8§ 313-b. Harassnment prevention policies. 1. The conm ssioner shal
pronul gate rules and requlations that prohibit the harassnent, intim
idation or bullying of any student. It shall be the responsibility of
each school district to nake available copies of such policies to
parents, guardi ans, students, volunteers and school enpl oyees.

2. As used in this section:

(a) "Harassnment, intimdation or bullying" shall nean any intentiona
electronic, witten, verbal or physical act, including but not Ilimted
to one shown to be notivated by any characteristic in section 240. 25,
240. 26, 240.30 or 240.31 of the penal law,  or other distinguishing char-
acteristics, when the intentional electronic, witten, verbal or phys-
ical act:

(1) physically harns a student or damages the student's property; or

(2) has the effect of substantially interfering with a student's
education; or

(3) is so severe, persistent or pervasive that it creates an intim
idating educational environnent; or

(4) has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation
of the school.

(b) "Electronic" or "electronic nmeans" shall mean any comruni cation
where there is the transm ssion of information by wire, radio, optica
cable, electromagnetic or other simlar neans. Such terns shall include,
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but not be limted to, conmunication via electronic mail, internet-based
conmuni cations, pager service, cell phones and el ectroni c nessaging.

3. The conmissioner, in pronulgating such rules and regul ations, shal
consult with parents, school personnel and other interested parties. The
conm ssioner shall provide to school districts a npdel harassnent.
intinmdation and bullying prevention policy as well as training nmateri-
als for use in inplenenting such policy. The comm ssioner shall post the
nodel policy, recommended training naterials and instructional materials
on the departnent's website.

4. The commissioner, by August first, two thousand ei ghteen, shal
update the harassment., intimdation and bullying policy to include a
section addressing acts of harassnment, intimdation or bullying that are
conducted via electronic neans. The policy shall include a requirenent
that materials neant to educate parents and students about the serious-
ness of cyberbullying be dissemnated to parents or nade available on a
school district's website. The material shall include information on
responsible and safe internet use as well as what options are available
if a student is being bullied via electronic neans including., but not
limted to, reporting threats to local police and when to involve schoo
officials, the internet service provider or phone service provider. If a
school district has internet use policies, the act of harassing, intim
idating or bullying another student via online neans shall be included
as a prohibited act and be subject to disciplinary action.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i mediate-
ly, the addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the tinely inplenentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpl eted on or before
such effective date.




