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        AN ACT to amend the insurance law, in relation to  automobile  insurance
          rates for persons who are retired or disabled

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Section 2330 of the insurance law is  amended  to  read  as
     2  follows:
     3    §  2330. No fault motor vehicle insurance rates; reflection of reduced
     4  exposure to loss.  Where the principal operator of a motor vehicle or(a)
     5  such operator's spouse is eligible for medicare benefits  for  items  of
     6  basic  economic  loss  specified  in  paragraph one of subsection (a) of
     7  section five thousand one hundred two of  this  chapter,  or  where  the
     8  insurer's  obligation  to  pay first party benefits for loss of earnings
     9  from work is reduced by virtue of the provisions of such subsection,  or
    10  by  virtue  of  the  principal  operator or such operator's spouse being
    11   the premium  attributable  to  coverage  under  theretired or disabled,
    12  automobile  insurance policy for such items shall be appropriately modi-
    13  fied to reflect the insurer's reduced exposure to loss.
    14    (b) For purposes of this section, the term (1) "retired" shall mean  a
    15  person  who  has attained age sixty-five years and is not engaged in any
    16  activities for income; and the term (2) "disabled" shall mean  a  person
    17  who is not engaged in any activities for income and who (A) is certified
    18  as disabled and eligible to receive social security disability insurance
    19  (SSDI)  or supplemental security income (SSI) benefits under the federal
    20  Social Security Act, or (B) is certified as  disabled  and  eligible  to
    21  receive  Railroad Retirement Disability benefits under the federal Rail-
    22  road Retirement Act, or (C) has received a certificate  from  the  state
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     1  commission  for  the  blind  and  visually handicapped stating that such
     2  person is legally blind.
     3    An  award  letter from the Social Security Administration or the Rail-
     4  road Retirement Board or a certificate from the state commission for the
     5  blind and visually handicapped may be submitted as proof of disability.
     6    The insurer, at the time of renewal,  may  determine  by  the  renewal
     7  questionnaire if the principal operator or such operator's spouse quali-
     8  fies for a continuation of the modified premium.
     9    § 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
    10  it shall have become a law and shall apply to all policies issued, modi-
    11  fied, amended, altered, or renewed on or after such date.


