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STATE OF NEW YORK

1571

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 10, 2017

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Cities

AN ACT to establish a task force on tree nmi ntenance and safety in the
city of New York; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon
expi ration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A task force on tree nmaintenance and safety in the city of
New York is hereby established to examine, evaluate, accept public
conment and nake recomendati ons concerni ng the adequacy of the New York
city department of parks and recreation's policies for tree nmaintenance
and the status and safety of trees within the city of New York. The task
force shall determ ne whether such policies are currently being prac-
ti ced and whether such policies are sufficient to prevent accidents. The
task force may make such recommendations, as it deens fit, to revise and
alter policies for tree maintenance in the city of New York to better
pronote safety and protect the public.

8§ 2. The task force shall consist of eleven nenbers to be appointed as
fol | ows:

(a) three nmenbers appointed by the New York State Arborists (Interna-
tional Society of Arboriculture Chapter);

(b) two nenbers appoi nted by New Yorkers for Parks;

(c) two nmenbers appoi nted by Park Advocat es;

(d) one nenber appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;

(e) one nmenber appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; and

(f) two nmenbers appointed by the governor

The nmenbers of the task force shall each have experience or education
in the various facets of tree maintenance and public safety. The gover-
nor shall designate the chair of the task force fromanong the appoint-
ees. Vacancies in the menbership of the task force shall be filled in
t he manner provided for original appointnents.
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8 3. The nenbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.

8 4. To the maxi num extent feasible, the task force shall be entitled
to request and receive, and shall utilize and be provided wth such
facilities, resources and data of any departnent, division, board,
bureau, conmi ssion, district or agency of the state or any politica
subdi vision thereof as it may reasonably request to properly carry out
its powers and duties pursuant to this act.

8 5. The task force shall submit, within eighteen nonths of the effec-
tive date of this act, a report of its findings, conclusions and recom
mendations to the governor, tenporary president of the senate, speaker
of the assenbly, mnority |eader of the senate and mnority |eader of
the assenbly. The report shall include such |egislative proposals as the
task force deens necessary to inplenent its recommendati ons.

8 6. This act shall take effect i mediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed 18 nonths after such date or on the date the report
required by section five of this act is subnitted, whichever shall be
| ater; provided that the task force on tree naintenance and safety in
the city of New York shall notify the legislative bill drafting comm s-
sion upon the subm ssion of such report in order that the comm ssion nmay
mai ntain an accurate and tinely effective data base of the official text
of the laws of the state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the
provi sions of section 44 of the legislative |law and section 70-b of the
public officers | aw



