OCOoO~NOUIRWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

1458

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 9, 2017

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the legislative | aw, the executive law and the public
officers law, in relation to doing away with the legislative ethics
comm ssion and transferring certain duties to the joint comm ssion on
public ethics; and to repeal article 5 of the legislative law, in
relation to the legislative ethics conm ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 5 of the legislative |aw is REPEALED

8§ 2. Section 94 of the executive | aw, as anmended by section 6 of part
A of chapter 399 of the |aws of 2011, paragraph (a) of subdivision 13 as
anended by section 1 and paragraph (b) of subdivision 13 as anended by
section 2 of part J of chapter 286 of the |aws of 2016, is anended to
read as foll ows:

8 94. Joint conmmi ssion on public ethics; functions, powers and duti es;
review of financial disclosure statenents; advisory opinions; investi-
gation and enforcenent.

1. There is established within the departnment of state a joint conm s-
sion on public ethics which shall consist of [fewteen] five nmenbers and
shall have and exercise the powers and duties set forth in this section
with respect to statewi de el ected officials, nmenbers of the Ilegislature
and enployees of the legislature, and state officers and enpl oyees, as
defined in sections seventy-three and seventy-three-a of the public
officers law, candidates for statew de elected office and for the senate
or assenbly, and the political party chairman as that termis defined in
section seventy-three-a of the public officers |aw, |obbyists and the
clients of |obbyists as such terns are defined in article one-A of the
| egislative law, and individuals who have fornerly held such positions,
were | obbyists or clients of |obbyists, as such terns are defined in

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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article one-A of the Ilegislative |law, or who have fornerly been such
candi dates. This section shall not be deened to have revoked or rescind-
ed any regul ations or advisory opinions issued by the forner |egislative
ethics conmm ssion, the forner comrission on public integrity, the state
et hics conmmi ssion and the tenporary | obbying comrission in effect upon
the effective date of chapter fourteen of the laws of two thousand seven
which anended this section to the extent that such regul ati ons or opin-
ions are not inconsistent with any |aw of the state of New York, but
such regulations and opinions shall apply only to matters over which
such conmm ssions had jurisdiction at the tine such regul ati ons and opin-
ions were pronulgated or issued. The comrssion shall wundertake a
conmprehensive review of all such regulations and opinions, which will
address the consistency of such regulations and opinions anbng each
other and wth the new statutory | anguage, and of the effectiveness of
the existing |laws, regulations, guidance and ethics enforcenent struc-
ture to address the ethics of covered public officials and related
parties. [Seeh—oviow shall—be conducted—withthe legislative—ethics

R , I ble t1 Y et ndi L]

consttatioen—] The comm ssion shall, before February first, two thousand
fifteen, report to the governor and legislature regarding such review
and shall propose any regulatory or statutory changes and issue any
advi sory opi nions necessitated by such review.

ted [ as—ollows—ihree

irg] with the advice and consent of the |egisla-
ture, without regard to political affiliation, fromthe |list provided by
the nom nating panel as described in subdivision twd-a of this section.

No individual shall be eligible for appointment as a nenber of the
comm ssion who currently or within the | ast three years:

(i) is or has been registered as a | obbyist in New York state;

(ii) is or has been a nenber of the New York state legislature or a
statewide elected official or a conmssioner of an executive agency
appoi nted by the governor; or
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(iii) is or has been a political party chairman, as defined in para-
graph (k) of subdivision one of section seventy-three of [this—artiecte]
the public officers |aw.

No individual shall be eligible for appointnment as a nmenber of the
comm ssion who currently or within the | ast year is or has been a state
of ficer or enployee or |egislative enployee as defined in section seven-
ty-three of the public officers |aw.

2-a. The governor shall create a nomi nating panel conposed of three
nenbers whose sole function shall be to nomnate persons for consider-
ation by the governor for appointnment to the comnr ssion. Representation
on the panel and the selection of such nenbers shall be as follows: one
nenber shall be the chief judge of the court of appeals or his or her
desi gnee; one nenber shall be the president of the New York state bar
association or his or her designee; and one nenber shall be executive
director of the not-for-profit organi zation, common cause, or his or her
desi gnee._

3. Menbers of the conm ssion shall serve for terns of five years;
provi ded, however, that of the menbers first appointed by the governor

[ ard—H-eutenant—governor], one shall serve for one year, one shall serve

for two years, one shall serve for three years, and one shall serve for

four years, as desigpated by the gover nor [ —the—+werbers—fi+st—appointed

4. The governor shall designate the chairman of the conm ssion from
anong the nenbers thereof, who shall serve as chairman at the pleasure
of the governor. The chairman or any [eight] three menbers of the
comm ssion may call a neeting.

5. Any vacancy occurring on the commission shall be filled wthin
thirty days of its occurrence in the same manner as the nenber whose
vacancy is being filled was appointed. A person appointed to fill a

vacancy occurring other than by expiration of a termof office shall be
appoi nted for the unexpired termof the nmenber he or she succeeds.

6. [Eght] Three nenbers of the conm ssion shall constitute a quorum
and the conmm ssion shall have power to act by majority vote of the total
nunber of nmenbers of the commi ssion w thout vacancy except where the
conmm ssion acts pursuant to subdivision thirteen, subdivision fourteen-a
or subdivision fourteen-b of this section.

7. Menbers of the conm ssion may be renoved by the [appeintihg—atihor—
H] governor solely for substantial neglect of duty, gross m sconduct
in office, violation of the confidentiality restrictions in subdivision
nine-a of this section, inability to discharge the powers or duties of
office or wviolation of this section, after witten notice and opportu-
nity for a reply.

8. The nenbers of the [jeint] conmission shall receive a per diem
allowance in the sum of three hundred dollars for each day actually
spent in the performance of his or her duties under this article, and,
in addition thereto, shall be reinbursed for all reasonable expenses
actual ly and necessarily incurred by himor her in the performance of
his or her duties under this article.

9. The conmi ssion shall

(a) Appoint an executive director who shall act in accordance with the
policies of the comm ssion. The appoi ntnent and renoval of the executive
director shall be nmade solely by a vote of a majority of the conm s-
S|0n[ W a¥l h 1 1 h 1 a aa¥aa N
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parties]. The commission nmay del egate authority to the executive direc-
tor to act in the name of the conmm ssion between neetings of the comm s-
sion provided such delegationis in witing, the specific powers to be
del egated are enunerated, and the commission shall not delegate any
decisions specified in this section that require a vote of the conm s-
sion. The executive director shall be appointed without regard to poli-
tical affiliation and solely on the basis of fitness to performthe
duties assigned by this article, and shall be a qualified, independent
professional. The comrission nmay renobve the executive director for
negl ect of duty, misconduct in office, violation of the confidentiality
restrictions in subdivision nine-a of this section, or inability or
failure to discharge the powers or duties of office, including the fail-
ure to follow the lawful instructions of the comm ssion;

(b) Appoint such other staff as are necessary to carry out its duties
under this section;

(b-1) Review and approve a staffing plan provided and prepared by the

executive director which shall contain, at a mninum a list of the
various units and divisions as well as the nunber of positions in each
unit, titles and their duties, and salaries, as well as the various

gqualifications for each position including, but not limted to, educa-
tion and prior experience for each position[-] .

(c) Adopt, anend, and rescind rules and regulations to govern proce-
dures of the conm ssion, which shall include, but not be limted to, the
procedure whereby a person who is required to file an annual financial
di scl osure statement with the conmmi ssion nay request an additional peri-
od of tinme within which to file such statenent, [ether—thar—rerbers—of

the—|egistatie—candidatesfor—pembers—otthe legislatureandtegistla-
tHve—enployees—] due to justifiable cause or undue hardship; such rules

or regulations shall provide for a date beyond which in all cases of
justifiable cause or undue hardship no further extension of tinme will be
gr ant ed;

(d) Adopt, amend, and rescind rules and regulations to assist appoint-
ing authorities in determ ning which persons hold policy-making posi-
tions for purposes of section seventy-three-a of the public officers |aw
and mry pronmulgate guidelines to assist firns, associations and corpo-
rations in separating affected persons fromnet revenues for purposes of
subdivision ten of section seventy-three of the public officers |aw, and
promul gate guidelines to assist any firm association or corporation in
which any present or forner statewide elected official, state officer or
enployee, nenber of the legislature or legislative enployee, or poli-
tical party chairman is a nenber, associate, retired nenber of counse
or shareholder, in conplying with the provisions of subdivision ten of
section seventy-three of the public officers law with respect to the
separation of such present or forner statewide elected official. state
officer or enployee, nmenber of the legislature or legislative enployee,
or political party chairman fromthe net revenues of the firm associ-
ation or corporation. Such firm association or corporation shall not be
required to adopt the procedures contained in the guidelines to estab-
lish conpliance with subdivision ten of section seventy-three of the
public officers law, but if such firm association or corporation does
adopt such procedures, it shall be deened to be in conpliance with such
subdi vi si on ten;
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(d-1) Adopt, anmend and rescind rules and regulations defining the
perm ssible use of and pronoting the proper use of public service
announcemnent s;

(e) Make available fornms for annual statenments of financial disclosure
required to be filed pursuant to subdivision six of section seventy-
three and section seventy-three-a of the public officers |aw,

(f) Review financial disclosure statenments in accordance wth the
provisions of this section, provided however, that the conm ssion nay
del egate all or part of this review function to the executive director
who shall be responsible for conpleting staff review of such statenents
in a manner consistent with the ternms of the conmm ssion's del egati on;

(g) Receive conplaints and referrals alleging violations of section
seventy-three, seventy-three-a or seventy-four of the public officers
law, article one-A of the legislative |aw or section one hundred seven
of the civil service |aw

(h) Permt any person who is required to file a financial disclosure
statement with the [jeirt] conm ssion [ en—publiec—ethies] to request that
the comm ssion delete fromthe copy thereof made available for public
i nspection and copying one or nore itenms of information which may be
del eted by the comm ssion upon a finding by the commission that the
information which would otherw se be required to be nmade avail able for
public inspection and copying will have no naterial bearing on the
di scharge of the reporting person's official duties. If such request for
deletion is denied, the comrssion, in its notification of denial, shal
inform the person of his or her right to appeal the conm ssion's deter-
m nation pursuant to its rules governing adjudicatory proceedings and
appeal s adopted pursuant to subdivision fourteen of this section;

(i) Permt any person who is required to file a financial disclosure
statenent with the [}einrt] conmi ssion [ er—puble—ethies] to request an
exenption from any requirenent to report one or nore itens of infornma-
tion which pertain to such person's spouse or unenancipated children
which itemor itens may be exenpted by the conmm ssion upon a finding by
the comm ssion that the reporting individual's spouse, on his or her own
behal f or on behalf of an unemanci pated child, objects to providing the
information necessary to make such disclosure and that the information
whi ch woul d otherwi se be required to be reported will have no nmaterial
bearing on the discharge of the reporting person's official duties. If
such request for exenption is denied, the commssion, in its notifica-
tion of denial, shall informthe person of his or her right to appea
the comm ssion's determination pursuant to its rul es governing adjudica-
tory proceedi ngs and appeal s adopted pursuant to subdivision fourteen of
this section;

(i-1) Permit any person required to file a financial disclosure state-
ment to request an exenption fromany requirenment to report the identity
of a client pursuant to question 8(b) in such statement based upon an
exemption set forth in that question. The reporting individual need not
seek an exenption to refrain fromdisclosing the identity of any client
with respect to any matter he or she or his or her firmprovided |egal
representation to the client in connection wth an investigation or
prosecution by law enforcenent authorities, bankruptcy, or donmestic
relations matters; in addition, clients or custoners receiving nedical
or dental services, nmental health services, residential real estate
brokering services, or insurance brokering services need not be
di scl osed[ -] ._

(j) Advise and assist any state agency in establishing rules and regu-
lations relating to possible conflicts between private interests and
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official duties of present or former statewide elected officials and
state officers and enpl oyees;

(k) Permt any person who has not been determ ned by his or her
appointing authority to hold a policy-making position but who is other-
wise required to file a financial disclosure statenent to request an
exenmption from such requirenment in accordance with rules and regul ati ons
governi ng such exenptions. Such rules and regul ations shall provide for
exenptions to be granted either on the application of an individual or
on behal f of persons who share the same job title or enploynment classi-
fication which the conmission deens to be conparable for purposes of
this section. Such rules and regul ations may pernit the granting of an
exenption where, in the discretion of the comrission, the public inter-
est does not require disclosure and the applicant's duties do not
i nvol ve the negotiation, authorization or approval of:

(i) contracts, |eases, franchises, revocable consents, concessions,
variances, special permts, or licenses as defined in section seventy-
three of the public officers Iaw,

(ii) the purchase, sale, rental or |ease of real property, goods or
services, or a contract therefor

(iii) the obtaining of grants of npbney or |oans; or

(iv) the adoption or repeal of any rule or regulation having the force
and effect of |aw

(1) Prepare an annual report to the governor and | egislature summari z-
ing the activities of the conm ssion during the previous year and recom
mendi ng any changes in the | aws governing the conduct of persons subject
to the jurisdiction of the commission, or the rules, regulations and
procedur es governing the conmission's conduct. Such report shal
include: (i) a listing by assigned nunber of each conplaint and referra
received which alleged a possible violation wthin its jurisdiction,
including the current status of each conplaint, and (ii) where a matter
has been resolved, the date and nature of the disposition and any sanc-
tion inposed, subject to the confidentiality requirenments of this
section, provided, however, that such annual report shall not contain
any information for which disclosure is not permtted pursuant to subdi-
vi sion nineteen of this section;

(m Deternmine a question compn to a class or defined category of
persons or itenms of information required to be disclosed, where determ -
nation of the question will prevent undue repetition of requests for
exenmption or deletion or prevent undue conplication in conplying with
the requirenents of such section; and

(n) Promul gate guidelines for the comm ssion to conduct a program of
random reviews, to be carried out in the follow ng manner: (i) annual
statenents of financial disclosure shall be selected for review in a
manner pursuant to which the identity of any particul ar person whose
statement is selected is unknown to the comm ssion and its staff prior
to its selection; (ii) such review shall include a prelimnary exam na-
tion of the selected statenent for internal consistency, a conparison
with other records maintained by the conm ssion, including previously
filed statements and requests for advisory opinions, and exam nation of
relevant public information; (iii) upon conpletion of the prelimnary
exam nation, the commission shall deternm ne whether further inquiry is
warrant ed, whereupon it shall notify the reporting individual in witing
that the statenment is under review, advise the reporting individual of
the specific areas of inquiry, and provide the reporting individual wth
the opportunity to provide any relevant information related to the
specific areas of inquiry, and the opportunity to file anmendnents to the
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selected statenent on fornms provided by the comm ssion; and (iv) if
thereafter sufficient cause exists, the comm ssion shall take additiona
actions, as appropriate and consistent with | aw

9-a. (a) Wen an individual becones a comm ssioner or staff of the
comm ssion, that individual shall be required to sign a non-disclosure
st at enent.

(b) Except as otherwise required or provided by I|aw testinony
received or any other information obtained by a comm ssioner or staff of
the comm ssion shall not be disclosed by any such individual to any
person or entity outside the comrission during the pendency of any
matter. Any confidential comrunication to any person or entity outside
the commission related to the matters before the conmi ssion may occur
only as authorized by the conm ssion.

(c) The conmmi ssion shall establish procedures necessary to prevent the
unaut hori zed di sclosure of any information received by any nenber of the
conmi ssion or staff of the conm ssion. Any breaches of confidentiality
shall be investigated by the inspector general and appropriate action
shal |l be taken. Any conmi ssioner or person enployed by the conm ssion
who intentionally and wi thout authorization releases confidential infor-
mati on received by the conmission shall be guilty of a class A nisdenea-
nor.

9-b. During the period of his or her service as a conm ssioner of the
conm ssi on, each conmi ssioner shall refrain fromnmaking, or soliciting
from other persons, any contributions to candidates for election to the
of fices of governor, |ieutenant governor, nenber of the assenmbly or the
senate, attorney general or state conptroller

10. The commission shall prepare naterials and design and adm ni ster
an ethics training programfor individuals subject to the financial
disclosure requirements of section seventy-three-a of the public offi-
cers lawwith respect to the provisions of sections seventy-three,
seventy-three-a, and seventy-four of the public officers |aw and any
other law, administrative regulation, or internal policy that is of
rel evance to the ethical conduct of such individuals in public service,
as foll ows:

(a) The conmi ssion shall devel op and admi ni ster a conprehensive ethics
training course and shall designate and train instructors to conduct
such training. Such course shall be designed as a two-hour program and
shal | include practical application of the material covered and a ques-
ti on-and-answer participatory segnent. Unless the conm ssion grants an
extension or waiver for good cause shown, all individuals subject to the
financial disclosure requirenents of section seventy-three-a of the
public officers I|aw shall conplete such course within two years of the
effective date of the chapter of the laws of two thousand eleven which
anended this section, or for those individuals elected or appointed
after the effective date of [t+he] section six of part A of chapter three
hundred ni nety-nine of the laws of two thousand eleven which anended
this section, wthin tw years of becom ng subject to the financial
di scl osure requirements of section seventy-three-a of the public offi-
cers | aw.

(b) The commission shall develop and administer an online ethics
orientation course and shall notify all individuals newly subject to the
financial disclosure requirenents of section seventy-three-a of the
public officers law of such course, which shall be conpleted by such
individuals within three nonths of beconming subject to such require-
ments, unless the conmission grants an extension or waiver for good
cause shown. Individuals who have conpleted the conprehensive ethics
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training course shall not be required to conplete the online ethics
orientation course.

(c) The commission shall devel op and adm nister an ethics sem nar or
ethics seminars for individuals who have previously conpleted the
conpr ehensi ve ethics training course. Such sem nars shall be designed as
ni nety-m nute prograns and shall include any changes in |aw, regulation,
or policy or in the interpretation thereof, practical application of the
material covered, and a question-and-answer segnment. Unl ess the comm s-
sion grants an extension or waiver for good cause shown, such individ-
uals shall be scheduled to attend a sem nar at |east once every three
years after having conpleted the conprehensive ethics training course
In lieu of attending an ethics sem nar, such individuals nmay conplete a
subsequent conprehensive ethics training program

(d) The provisions of this subdivision shall be applicable to the
| egislature except to the extent that an ethics training programis
ot herwi se established by the assenbly or senate for their respective
menbers and enployees and such programneets or exceeds each of the
requi rements set forth in this section.

(e) On an annual basis, the [jeint] conmmi ssion [ ir—eoerdination—w-th
thetegislative—ethi-cs—comm-ssion] shall determine the status of conpli-
ance with these training requirenents by each state agency and by the
senate and the assenbly. Such determination shall include aggregate
statistics regarding participation in such training, and shall be
reported to the governor and the legislature in witing.

10-a. The comm ssion shall devel op educational materials and training
with regard to legislative ethics for nenbers of the | egislature and
| egi slative enpl oyees including an online ethics orientation course for
new y-hired enployees and, as requested by the senate or the assenbly,
materials and training in relation to a conprehensive ethics training

program
11. The conmission, or the executive director and staff of the comm s-
sion if responsibility therefor has been del egated, shall inspect al

financi al disclosure statenments filed with the commission to ascertain
whet her any person subject to the reporting requirenents of section
seventy-three-a of the public officers law has failed to file such a
statenent, has filed a deficient statement or has filed a statenent
which reveals a possible violation of section seventy-three, seventy-
three-a or seventy-four of the public officers |aw

12. If a person required to file a financial disclosure statement with
the comm ssion has failed to file a disclosure statenent or has filed a
deficient statenent, the conmi ssion shall notify the reporting person in
witing, state the failure to file or detail the deficiency, provide the
person with a fifteen day period to cure the deficiency, and advise the
person of the penalties for failure to conply wth the reporting
requi rements. Such notice shall be confidential. If the person fails to
make such filing or fails to cure the deficiency within the specified
time period, the conm ssion shall send a notice of delinquency: (a) to
the reporting person; (b) in the case of a statewi de el ected official
menber of the legislature, or a |legislative enployee, to the tenporary
president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly; and (c) in the
case of a state officer or enployee, to the appointing authority for
such person. Such notice of delinquency may be sent at any tinme during
the reporting person's service as a statewide elected official, state
of ficer or enployee, nenber of the assenbly or the senate, or a |legisla-
tive enployee or a political party chair or while a candidate for state-
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wide office, or wthin one year after termination of such service or
candi dacy.

12-a. The jurisdiction of the conm ssion, when acting pursuant to
[ subdir-si-or—touteen—at] this section [w-th——espest—rto—inanecial
di-selosure], shall continue notw thstanding that the [+epertihg] person
separates fromstate service, or ceases to hold public or politica
party office, or ceases to be a candidate, provided the comm ssion noti-
fies such person of the alleged [f=tuetofitle-ordeficient—fiting
p-staht—to—thi-s—subdiv-sion] violation of lawwithin one year from his
or her separation fromstate service, the termination fromhis or her
office or the termination of his or her candidacy.

13. (a) Investigations. If the conmm ssion receives a sworn conpl aint
alleging a violation of section seventy-three, seventy-three-a, or
seventy-four of the public officers |aw, section one hundred seven of
the civil service law or article one-A of the legislative law by a
person or entity subject to the jurisdiction of the comm ssion including
menbers of the legislature and | egislative enpl oyees and candi dates for
menber of the legislature, or if a reporting individual has filed a
statement which reveals a possible violation of these provisions, or if
the comr ssion determines on its own initiative to investigate a possi-

ble violation, the comm ssion shall notify the individual in witing,
describe the possible or alleged violation of such |aws, provide a
description of the allegations against himor her and the evidence, if

any, supporting such allegations, provided however that the joint
comm ssion shall redact any information that mght, in the judgnent of
the comm ssion, be prejudicial to either the conplainant or the investi-
gation; the letter also shall set forth the sections of law alleged to
have been viol ated and provide the person with a fifteen day period in
which to submit a witten response, including any evidence, statenents,
and proposed w tnesses, setting forth information relating to the activ-
ities cited as a possible or alleged violation of law. The comission

shall, wthin sixty calendar days after a conplaint or a referral is
received or an investigation is initiated on the comrission's own initi-
ative, vote on whether to commence a full investigation of the mtter

under consideration to deternine whether a substantial basis exists to
conclude that a violation of |aw has occurred. The staff of the joint
comm ssion shall provide to the nenbers prior to such vote information
regarding the likely scope and content of the investigation, and a
subpoena plan, to the extent such information is available. Such inves-
tigation shall be conducted if at |east [elght] three nenbers of the

comm ssion vote to authorize it. [“Werethe—subjest—of—suchinvesti—
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(b) Substantial basis investigation. Upon the affirmative vote of not
| ess than [eight] three comm ssion nmenbers to comence a substantial
basis investigation, witten notice of the conm ssion's decision shal
be provided to the individual who is the subject of such substantial
basis investigation. Such witten notice shall include a copy of the
commi ssion's rules and procedures and shall also include notification of
such individual's right to be heard within thirty cal endar days of the
date of the commission's witten notice. If the conm ssion votes to
commence a substantial basis investigation, the conm ssion shall provide
to the individual a notice setting forth the alleged violations of |aw
and the factual basis for those allegations. The comm ssion shal
provide to the individual any additional evidence supporting the allega-
tions not set forth in the letter sent pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
subdi vision in sufficient detail to enable the individual to respond, at
| east seven days before the hearing. Such hearing shall afford the indi-
vidual with a reasonable opportunity to appear in person, and by attor-
ney, give sworn testinony and present evidence. Such hearing shall occur
before the commssion votes on whether or not to issue a substanti al
basis report. The conmi ssion shall also inform the individual of its
rules regarding the conduct of adjudicatory proceedi ngs and appeal s and
the ot her due process procedural nechani sns available to such individ-
ual. If the <conmission determnes at any stage that there is no
violation, that any potential violation has been rectified, or if the
investigation is closed for any other reason, it shall so advise the
i ndi vidual and the complainant, if any in witing within fifteen days of
such decision. Al of the foregoing proceedings shall be confidential.

(c) The jurisdiction of the conm ssion when acting pursuant to this
section shall continue notwi thstanding that a statew de elected officia
or a state officer or enployee or nenber of the legislature or |egisla-
tive enpl oyee separates fromstate service, or a political party chair
ceases to hold such office, or a candidate ceases to be a candidate, or
a | obbyist or client of a |obbyist ceases to act as such, provided that
the commssion notifies such individual or entity of the alleged
violation of |law pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision wthin
one year from his or her separation fromstate service or his or her
term nation of party service or candidacy, or fromhis, her or its |ast
report filed pursuant to article one-A of the legislative aw. Nothing
in this section shall serve to limt the jurisdiction of the conmm ssion
in enforcenent of subdivision eight of section seventy-three of the
public officers | aw

14. An individual subject to the jurisdiction of the commission who
knowi ngly and intentionally violates the provisions of subdivisions tw
through five-a, seven, eight, twelve or fourteen through seventeen of
section seventy-three of the public officers |aw, section one hundred
seven of the civil service law, or a reporting individual who know ngly
and wilfully fails to file an annual statenent of financial disclosure
or who knowingly and wilfully with intent to deceive nakes a false
statement or fraudulent onission or gives information which such indi-
vidual knows to be false on such statenent of financial disclosure filed
pursuant to section seventy-three-a of the public officers law shall be
subject to a civil penalty in an anount not to exceed forty thousand
dollars and the value of any gift, conpensation or benefit received as a
result of such violation. An individual who knowi ngly and intentionally
violates the provisions of paragraph a, b, ¢, d, e, g, or i of subdivi-
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sion three of section seventy-four of the public officers law shall be
subject to a civil penalty in an anmobunt not to exceed ten thousand
dollars and the value of any gift, compensation or benefit received as a
result of such violation. An individual subject to the jurisdiction of
the comm ssion who knowingly and willfully violates article one-A of the
| egislative | aw shall be subject to civil penalty as provided for in
that article. |[Bxcept—wth—respectto menrbersof the legislatureand
legislative—enployees—assessnpnt]| Assessnent of a civil penalty here-
under shall be made by the comri ssion with respect to persons subject to
its jurisdiction. Wth respect to a violation of any |aw other than
sections seventy-three, seventy-three-a, and seventy-four of the public
officers |Iaw, where the comri ssion finds sufficient cause by a vote held
in the sanme manner as set forth in paragraph (b) of subdivision thirteen
of this section, it shall refer such matter to the appropriate prosecu-
tor for further investigation. In assessing the anount of the civil
penalties to be inmposed, the conm ssion shall consider the seriousness
of the violation, the amount of gain to the individual and whether the
i ndi vidual previously had any civil or crimnal penalties inposed pursu-
ant to this section, and any other factors the comm ssion deens appro-
priate. [ i t i

} . ] For a violation of this subdivision, other than for
conduct which constitutes a violation of section one hundred seven of
the civil service law, subdivisions twelve or fourteen through seventeen
of section seventy-three or section seventy-four of the public officers
law or article one-A of the legislative |aw, the conmi ssion may, in lieu
of or in addition to a civil penalty, refer a violation to the appropri-
ate prosecutor and upon such conviction, such violation shall be punish-
able as a class A misdeneanor. A civil penalty for false filing rmay not
be i nposed hereunder in the event a category of "value" or "anmount"
reported hereunder is incorrect unless such reported information is
fal sely understated. Notw t hstandi ng any other provision of law to the
contrary, no other penalty, civil or crimnal may be inposed for a fail-
ure to file, or for a false filing, of such statement, or a violation of
subdivision six of section seventy-three of the public officers |aw,
except that the appointing authority may inpose disciplinary action as
otherwise provided by law. The comm ssion may refer violations of this
subdivision to the appointing authority for disciplinary action as
ot herwi se provided by I aw. The commi ssion shall be deemed to be an agen-
cy within the neaning of article three of the state adninistrative
procedure act and shall adopt rul es governing the conduct of adjudicato-
ry proceedi ngs and appeals taken pursuant to a proceeding conmenced
under article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules relating
to the assessnent of the civil penalties herein authorized and comm s-
sion denials of requests for certain deletions or exenptions to be nmade
from a financial disclosure statement as authorized in paragraph (h) or
paragraph (i) of subdivision nine of this section. Such rules, which
shall not be subject to the approval requirenents of the state adm nis-
trative procedure act, shall provide for due process procedural nech-
anisnms  substantially simlar to those set forth in article three of the
state adm nistrative procedure act but such mechani snms need not be iden-
tical in terns or scope. Assessnent of a civil penalty or comm ssion
denial of such a request shall be final unless nodified, suspended or
vacated within thirty days of inposition, with respect to the assessnent
of such penalty, or unless such denial of request is reversed wthin
such tine period, and upon becom ng final shall be subject to review at
the instance of the affected reporting individuals in a proceeding
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commenced against the commission, pursuant to article seventy-eight of
the civil practice | aw and rul es.

14-3. [ Tho—joi-at—conmi-5o-0n—0n_publio—sthi-os-shakl—have-furi-sdiction

erpleyees—or—ahy—ri-elat—er—ei—he—publi-ceiiicors—aw| I{ after ifs

substantial basis |nvest|gat|on by a vote of at Ieast [e+ghLJ three

nenbers [

Baiy-] the [f{»4#4 comm ssi on [en—pub++s—e%h+es] has found a substan-

tial ba5|s to conclude that a nenber of the legislature or a legislative
employee or candidate for nenmber of the legislature has violated any
provi sions of such laws, it shall [present] prepare a witten report [+e
thel-egi-stative—ethi-cs—comm-ssi-on-] and deliver a copy of the report to
the individual who is the subject of the report. Such witten report
shal | incl ude:

(a) the commi ssion's findings of fact and any evidence addressed in
such findings; <conclusions of law and citations to any relevant |aw,
rule, opinion, regulation or standard of conduct upon which it relied;
and

(b) a determination that a substantial basis exists to conclude that a
violation has occurred, and the reasons and basis for such determ-

u+Lnesses——and—any—e%he;—na%e#+éuéhq VVth respect to a V|0Iat|on of any

| aw ot her than sections seventy-three, seventy-three-a, and seventy-four
of the public officers |aw, where the joint comm ssion finds sufficient
cause by a vote held in the same manner as set forth in paragraph (b) of
subdivision thirteen of this section, it shall refer such matter to the
appropriate prosecutor.

14 b el . ho | gati : dividual_who
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Not later than forty-five cal endar days after preparation by the conm s-

sion of a witten substantial basis investigation report and any
supporting docunentation or other materials regarding a matter before
the commission pursuant to this section, unless requested by a |aw
enf orcenment agency to suspend the commssion's action because of an
ongoing crinnal investigation, the commi ssion shall nake public such
report inits entirety; provided, however, that the conmni ssion may with-
hold such information for not nore than one additional period of the
sane duration and, if deened necessary, conduct additional investi-
gation, in which case the comm ssion shall, upon the termi nation of such
additional period or upon preparation of a new report after such addi-
tional investigation, make public the witten report and publish it on
the commi ssion's website. The commission shall not conduct additiona

investigation nore than once. 1If the conmmi ssion conducts additiona

fact-finding, the conmm ssion's original report shall remnin confiden-
tial.

14-c. The conmission shall reviewthe natter addressed in a witten
substantial basis investigation report. No later than ninety days after
final preparation of such report, the conm ssion shall dispose of the
matter by making one or nore of the follow ng detern nations:

a. whether the conmi ssion adopts the final content of such a report;

b. whether and which penalties have been assessed pursuant to applica-
ble law or rule and the reasons therefor; and

c. whether further actions have been taken by the conmi ssion to punish
or deter the msconduct at issue and the reasons therefor.

The conmission's disposition shall be reported in witing and
published on its website no later than ten days after such disposition
unl ess requested by a | aw enforcenent agency to suspend the conm ssion's
action because of an ongoing crimnal investigation.

15. A copy of any notice of delinquency or substantial basis investi-
gation report shall be included in the reporting person's file and be
avail able for public inspection and copying pursuant to the provisions
of this section

16. Upon witten request fromany person who is subject to the juris-
diction of the comrmission and the requirenents of sections seventy-
three seventy three a or seventy- four of the public officers | aw,

[
LegFsLaLuLe——and——enp#eyees——ef——the——#eg+5Laterqu the commi ssi on shal

render witten advisory opinions on the requirenments of said provisions.
An opinion rendered by the commssion or by the forner legislative
ethics comm ssion, until and unless amended or revoked, shall be binding
on the commi ssion in any subsequent proceedi ng concerning the person who
requested the opinion and who acted in good faith, unless material facts
were onmtted or msstated by the person in the request for an opinion.
Such opinion nay also be relied upon by such person, and may be intro-
duced and shall be a defense, in any crimnal or civil action. Such
requests shall be confidential but the conm ssion may publish such opin-
ions provided that the nane of the requesting person and other identify-
ing details shall not be included in the publication.

17. In addition to any other powers and duties specified by Ilaw, the
comm ssion shall have the power and duty to:

(a) Promulgate rules concerning restrictions on outside activities and
limtations on the receipt of gifts and honoraria by persons subject to
its jurisdiction, provided, however, a violation of such rules in and of
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itself shall not be punishabl e pursuant to subdivision fourteen of this
section wunless the conduct constituting the violation would otherw se
constitute a violation of this section; and

(b) Admi nister and enforce all the provisions of this section; and

(c) Conduct any investigation necessary to carry out the provisions of
this section. Pursuant to this power and duty, the conm ssion may adm n-
ister oaths or affirmations, subpoena w tnesses, conpel their attendance
and require the production of any books or records which it nmay deem
rel evant or naterial;

18. Wthin one hundred twenty days of the effective date of this
subdi vision, the commssion shall <create and thereafter naintain a
publicly accessible website which shall set forth the procedure for
filing a conmplaint wth the conmm ssion, and which shall contain the
docurents identified in subdivision nineteen of this section, other than
financial disclosure statenents filed by state officers or enpl oyees or
| egislative enployees, and any other records or information which the
comm ssion determnes to be appropriate.

19. (a) Notwi thstanding the provisions of article six of the public
officers law, the only records of the comm ssion which shall be avail -
abl e for public inspection and copying are:

(1) the information set forth in an annual statenent of financial
di sclosure filed pursuant to section seventy-three-a of the public offi-
cers |aw except information deleted pursuant to paragraph (h) of subdi-
vision nine of this section;

(2) notices of delinquency sent under subdivision twelve of this
secti on;

(3) notices of <civil assessments inposed under this section which
shall include a description of the nature of the alleged wongdoing, the
procedural history of the conplaint, the findings and determnations
made by the comm ssion, and any sanction inposed;

(4) the terns of any settlenent or conprom se of a conplaint or refer-
ral which includes a fine, penalty or other renedy;

(5) those required to be held or maintai ned publicly avail abl e pursu-
ant to article one-A of the legislative |aw, and

(6) substantial basis investigation reports issued by the comission
[ Wi h

]

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of article seven of the public
officers law, no neeting or proceeding, including any such proceeding
contenpl ated under paragraph (h) or (i) of subdivision nine of this
section, of the comission shall be open to the public, except if
expressly provided otherwi se by the commission or as is required by
article one-A of the legislative | aw

(c) Pending any application for deletion or exenption to the conm s-

sion, all information which is the subject or a part of the application
shall remain confidential. Upon an adverse determination by the conm s-
sion, the reporting individual may request, and upon such request the
comm ssion shall provide, that any information which is the subject or

part of the application remain confidential for a period of thirty days
following notice of such determination. In the event that the reporting
i ndi vidual resigns his office and holds no other office subject to the
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jurisdiction of the comm ssion, the information shall not be nmade public
and shall be expunged in its entirety.

20. The conmission shall create and thereafter nmaintain a publicly
accessible website which shall set forth the procedure for filing a
conplaint with the commi ssion, and which shall contain any other records
or information which the comm ssion deternm nes to be appropriate.

21. If any part or provision of this section or the application there-
of to any person or organization is adjudged by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or otherw se invalid, such judgnent
shall not affect or inpair any other part or provision or the applica-
tion thereof to any other person or organization, but shall be confined
inits operation to such part or provision.

8 3. Subdivision 5 of section 12 of the legislative |aw, as added by
chapter 141 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as follows:

5. Notwi thstanding any provision of law to the contrary, services and
expenses of the legislative health service, legislative library, |egis-
| ati ve messenger service, [legistative—ethics—commitee] joint conms-
sion on public ethics, joint operations of the legislative task force on
denmographic research and reapportionment, and contributions to the
national conference of state |legislatures shall be payable after audit
by and on the warrant of the conptroller upon vouchers certified by the
tenmporary president of the senate or his or her designee and the speaker
of the assenbly or his or her designee.

8 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1, the opening paragraph of para-
graph (a) and paragraph (c) of subdivision 6, paragraph (g) of subdivi-
sion 8, and subdivision 10 of section 73 of the public officers |aw,
paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 as anmended by section 1 of part A of
chapter 399 of the laws of 2011, the opening paragraph of paragraph (a)
and paragraph (c) of subdivision 6 as anended by section 3 of part K of
chapter 286 of the |laws of 2016, paragraph (g) of subdivision 8 as added
by chapter 218 of the laws of 1998, and subdivision 10 as anended by
section 5 of part K of chapter 286 of the |laws of 2016, are anended to
read as foll ows:

(a) The term "conpensation" shall nmean any noney, thing of value or
financial benefit conferred in return for services rendered or to be
rendered. Wth regard to matters undertaken by a firm corporation or
associ ation, conpensation shall nean net revenues, as defined in accord-
ance with generally accepted accounting prlnC|pIes as defined by the
joint commission on public ethics [e+—egistative—ethics—ecomrssion] in
relation to persons subject to |[thelr—+espectivejurisdiections] the
joint commssion's jurisdiction

Every |l egislative enployee not subject to the provisions of section
seventy-three-a of this chapter shall, on and after Decenber fifteenth
and before the following January fifteenth, in each year, file with the
joint conmssion on public ethics [andthetegistative—ethi-cs—corm-s—
s+en] a financial disclosure statenment of

(c) Any such legislative enployee who knowingly and wlfully wth
intent to deceive nakes a fal se statenent or gives information which he
or she knows to be false in any witten statenent required to be filed
pursuant to this subdivision, shall be assessed a civil penalty in an
anount not to exceed ten thousand dollars. Assessnment of a civil penalty

shal | be nade by t he [Leg+sLa#+¥e—e%h+es—eenn+ss+4#ﬂ joint comm ssion on

public ethics in accordance with the provisions of subdivision [ten]
fourteen of section [eighty] ninety-four of the [legislativve] executive
law. For a violation of this subdivision, the joint comrission may, in
lieu of a civil penalty, refer a violation to the appropriate prosecutor
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and upon conviction, but only after such referral, such violation shal
be puni shable as a class A m sdeneanor.

(g) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of
paragraph (a) of this subdivision, a fornmer state officer or enployee
may contract individually, or as a nenber or enployee of a firm corpo-
ration or association, to render services to any state agency when the
agency head certifies in witing to the [state—ethics—corm-ssion] joint
comm ssion on public ethics that the services of such forner officer or
enpl oyee are required in connection with the agency's efforts to address
the state's year 2000 conpliance problem

10. Nothing contained in this section, the judiciary |law, the educa-
tion law or any other law or disciplinary rule shall be construed or
applied to prohibit any firm association or corporation, in which any
present or former statew de elected official, state officer or enployee,
or political party chairman, nmenber of the legislature or |legislative
enployee is a nenber, associate, retired nenber, of counsel or share-
hol der, from appearing, practicing, comunicating or otherw se rendering
services in relation to any matter before, or transacting business wth
a state agency, or a city agency with respect to a political party
chairman in a county wholly included in a city with a population of nore
than one mllion, otherw se proscribed by this section, the judiciary
law, the education law or any other law or disciplinary rule with
respect to such official, menber of the legislature or officer or
enpl oyee, or political party chairman, where such statew de el ected
official, state officer or enployee, menber of the legislature or |egis-
| ati ve enpl oyee, or poIiticaI party chai rman does not share in the net
revenues, as defined in accordance with generally accepted accounting

principles by the joint comm ssion on public ethics [er——bythe—legista—
Hve—ethi-cs—comr-ssion] inrelation to per sons subj ect to [thei+r—respec—
Hve—uri-sdi-etioens] the joint conm ssion's jurisdiction, resulting ther-

efrom or, acting in good faith, reasonably believed that he or she
woul d not share in the net revenues as so defined; nor shall anything
contained in this section, the judiciary |aw, the education [aw or any
other law or disciplinary rule be construed to prohibit any firm asso-
ciation or corporation in which any present or former statew de el ected
official, nmenber of the legislature, legislative enployee, full-tine
salaried state officer or enployee or state officer or enployee who is
subject to the provisions of section seventy-three-a of this article is
a nmenber, associate, retired nmenber, of counsel or sharehol der, from
appearing, practicing, comrunicating or otherwi se rendering services in
relation to any matter before, or transacting business with, the court
of clainms, where such statewi de el ected official, nenber of the |egisla-
ture, legislative enployee, full-tine salaried state officer or enployee
or state officer or enployee who is subject to the provisions of section
seventy-three-a of this article does not share in the net revenues, as
defined in accordance with generally accepted accountlng prlnC|pIes by
the joint comm ssion on public ethics |

comm-ssion] in relation to persons subject to |

éietions] the joint conmission's jurisdiction, resulting therefrom or,
acting in good faith, reasonably believed that he or she woul d not share
in the net revenues as so defined.

8 5. Paragraphs (d) and (d-1) of subdivision 1, the opening paragraph
and subparagraphs (ii), (viii) and (ix) of paragraph (a) and paragraphs
(c), (e), (f) and (g) of subdivision 2 and subdivision 4 of section 73-a
of the public officers |aw, paragraph (d) of subdivision 1, the opening
par agraph and subparagraphs (ii), (viii) and (ix) of paragraph (a) and
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paragraphs (c), (e), (f) and (g) of subdivision 2 and subdivision 4 as
anended and paragraph (d-1) of subdivision 1 as added by section 5 of
part A of <chapter 399 of the laws of 2011, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

(d) The term "l egislative enployee" shall nean any officer or enpl oyee
of the Ilegislature who receives annual conpensation in excess of the
filing rate established by paragraph (I) below or who is determned to
hold a policy-making position by the appointing authority as set forth
inawitten instrument which shall be filed with the [legislative
ethi-cs—comm-ssi-en—and—the] joint comm ssion on public ethics.

(d-1) A financial disclosure statenent required pursuant to section
seventy-three of this article and this section shall be deenmed "filed"
with the joint comm ssion on public ethics upon its filing, in accord-

ance with this section, [withthelegislative—ethics—comrssion] for all

pur poses including, but not limted to, subdivision fourteen of section
ni nety- four of the executive | aw —subdiv-sion—nine—of—section—-eighty—of
and subdi vision four of this section.

Every statew de elected official, state officer or enpl oyee, menber of
the legislature, |legislative enployee and political party chairmn and
every candidate for statewi de elected office or for nenber of the |egis-
lature shall file an annual statement of financial disclosure containing
the information and in the formset forth in subdivision three of this
section. On or before the fifteenth day of May with respect to the
precedi ng cal endar year: (1) every nenber of +the |legislature, every
candidate for nmenber of the legislature and | egislative enployee shal
file such statenment, along with any requests for exenptions or

del etions with the [LegLsLaL+¥e—eLh+es—eenn;ss+en—%h+eh—shaLpr#e¥+de

the] joint connission on public ethics [LQ#—i+444Ek4HEH. mhlch shal
make rulings with respect to such requests for exenptions or deletions,
on or before the thirtieth day of June; and (2) all other individuals
required to file such statenent shall file it with the joint conmmi ssion
on public ethics, except that:

(ii) a person who is required to file an annual financial disclosure
statement with the joint conm ssion on public ethics, and who is granted
an additional period of time within which to file such statement due to
justifiable cause or undue hardship, in accordance with required rules
and regul ati ons on the subject adopted pursuant to paragraph ¢ of subdi-
vision nine of section ninety-four of the executive |law shall file such

statenent W thin the addltlonal perlod of tlne granted[——and—%he—#eg+s-

(viii) a candidate substituted for another candidate, who fills a
vacancy in a party designation or in an independent nomination, caused
by declination, shall file such statenent within ten days after the |ast
day allowed by lawto file a certificate to fill a vacancy in such party
desi gnation or independent nonination[x:

(c) If the reporting individual is a senator or nenber of assenbly,
candi date for the senate or nenber of assenbly or a Ieglslatlve enploy—
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statewide elected official, candidate for statewi de elected office, a
state officer or enployee or a political party chairman, such statenent
shall be filed with the joint comm ssion on public ethics established by
section ninety-four of the executive |aw

(e) Any person required to file such statenent who comrences enpl oy-
ment after May fifteenth of any year, nenbers of the legislature, |egis-
|lative enployees, and political party chairman shall file such statenent

within thirty days after commenci ng enpl oynent or of taking the position
of political party chairnap, as_the case may be. [lpthe—case—of—nrerbers

(f) A person who may othermnse be required to file nore than one annu-
al financial disclosure statenent [m+Lh—be%h——%he——+e¥n%——eenn+ss+en——en
pubL#e—eLh+es—and—#he—+eg+sLa#+¥e—e;h+es—eenn+ss+en] i n any one cal endar

year may satlsfy such requlrenent by filing one such statenEnt with
[e b the
j Oi nt _com ssion on oubllc ethlcs

(g) A person who is enployed in nore than one enpl oynent capacity for
one or nore enployers certain of whose officers and enployees are
subject to filing a financial disclosure statenment [w-ihthe-sanpeothics

com-ssi-on—as—the—ease—may—be-] and who receives distinctly separate

o—"'

paynents of conpensation for such enmploynment shall be subject to the
filing requirenents of this section if the aggregate annual conpensation
for all such enploynment capacities is in excess of the filing rate

not wi t hst andi ng t hat such person would not otherwi se be required to file
with respect to any one particul ar enpl oynent capacity. [A—person—hot
I . . (il ¥ Lol dicel I I

4. A reporting individual who knowingly and wilfully fails to file an
annual statenent of financial disclosure or who knowingly and wlfully
with intent to deceive makes a false statenent or gives information
whi ch such individual knows to be false on such statenment of financial
disclosure filed pursuant to this section shall be subject to a civil
penalty in an ambunt not to exceed forty thousand dollars. Assessnment of
a civil penalty hereunder shall be made by the joint commission on
public ethics [e#—by—#he—#eg+sLaL+¥e—eLh+Gs—G9nn%ss+9n——as—%he—ease—nay

' ].

The joint commssion on public ethics acting pursuant to subdivision

fourteen of sectlon n|nety four of the executlve I aw [ep—Lhe—LegksLakpve

e+{y4L5L——é¢———444e~4—egH—s44a%4A+e~4—aNv——éH;—%4+e—4HaSé+—é¥ﬁ+—b£>r] lTay, in I| eu of or

in addition to a civil penalty, refer a violation to the appropriate
prosecutor and upon such conviction, but only after such referral, such
viol ation shall be punishable as a class A m sdeneanor. A civil ©penalty
for false filing may not be inposed hereunder in the event a category of
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"val ue" or "anpunt" reported hereunder is incorrect unless such reported
information is falsely understated. Notw t hstandi ng any ot her provision
of law to the contrary, no other penalty, «civil or <crimnal nmay be
i mposed for a failure to file, or for a false filing, of such statenent,
except that the appointing authority nay inpose di sciplinary action as
ot herwi se provided by |aw. The joint commi ssion on public ethics [anrd
the—tegislative—ethi-cs—comm-ssionr] shall [each] be deened to be an agen-
cy within the neaning of article three of the state adm nistrative
procedure act and shall adopt rules governing the conduct of adjudicato-
ry proceedi ngs and appeals relating to the assessnent of the civil
penalties herein authorized. Such rules, which shall not be subject to
the approval requirements of the state adninistrative procedure act,
shall provide for due process procedural mechanisns substantially sim-
lar to those set forth in such article three but such nechanisnms need
not be identical in ternms or scope. Assessnent of a civil penalty shal
be final unless nodified, suspended or vacated wthin thirty days of
imposition and upon becomng final shall be subject to review at the
i nstance of the affected reporting i ndividual in a proceeding conmmenced
agai nst the joint conmission on public ethics | |
comm-ssien], pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil practice |aw
and rul es.

8 6. Transfer of records. The legislative ethics conm ssion shal
deliver to the joint comm ssion on public ethics all books, papers,
records, and property as requested by the joint comi ssion.

8§ 7. Continuity of authority. For the purpose of succession to al
functions, powers, duties and obligations transferred and assigned to,
devol ved upon and assumed by it pursuant to this act, the joint conms-
sion on public ethics shall be deened and held to constitute the contin-
uation of the legislative ethics conm ssion.

8§ 8. Conpletion of unfinished business. Any business or other matter
undertaken or comrenced by the | egislative ethics conmmi ssion pertaining
to or connected with the functions, powers, obligations and duties here-
by transferred and assigned to the joint comrission on public ethics,
and pending on the effective date of this act may be conducted and
conmpl eted by the joint comm ssion on public ethics in the sane mnner
and under the sane terns and conditions and with the same effect as if
conducted and conpleted by the forner |egislative ethics comm ssion

8 9. Terms occurring in laws, contracts and other docunents. Whenever
the legislative ethics conmission is referred to or designated in any
| aw, contract or docunents pertaining solely to those functions, powers,
obligations and duties hereby transferred and assigned to the joint
comm ssion on public ethics, such reference or designation shall be
deened to refer to the joint comm ssion on public ethics.

8§ 10. Existing rights and renedies preserved. No existing right or
renmedy of any character shall be lost, inpaired or affected by reason of
this act.

8§ 11. Pending actions and proceedings. No action or proceedi ng pendi ng
at the time when this act shall take effect, brought by or against the
|l egislative ethics conmssion shall be affected by this act, but the
same may be prosecuted or defended in the name of the joint conm ssion
on public ethics and upon application to the court, the joint conm ssion
on public ethics shall be substituted as a party.

8§ 12. Notwi thstanding any contrary provision of the state finance |aw,
transfer of appropriations heretofore made to the |egislative ethics
comm ssion, all appropriations or reappropriations for the functions
herein transferred heretofore made to the | egislative ethics conm ssion,
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or segregated pursuant to law, to the extent of remmining unexpended or
unencunber ed bal ances thereof, whether allocated or wunallocated and
whet her obligated or wunobligated, are hereby transferred to the joint
comm ssion on public ethics to the extent necessary to carry out its
functions, powers and duties subject to the approval of the director of
the budget for the sane purposes for which originally appropriated or
reappropriated and shall be payabl e on vouchers certified or approved by
the joint comm ssion on public ethics on audit and warrant of the conp-
troller.
8§ 13. This act shall take effect January 1, 2018.



