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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 4, 2017

I ntroduced by Sen. SQUADRON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Energy and Telecommuni-
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to naking gas and
electric billing information for residential rental prenises avail able
upon request

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service law is anmended by addi ng a new section
66-0 to read as foll ows:

8 66-0. Gas and electric billing information for residential rental
preni ses. FEvery gas corporation, electric corporation and nunicipality
shall nmake available to any landlord or lessor of residential rental
premises, wthin ten days of receipt of a witten or internet request
therefor fromany prospective tenant or | essee thereof, prior to the
commencenent of tenancy or execution of a |lease, infornmation consisting
of the average nonthly charges incurred at such premses for gas or

electric service or both for the life of the dwelling unit or the
preceding two year period, whichever is shorter. The letter by the
prospective tenant or | essee shall include their nanme, address, driver's

license nunber or social security nunber or taxpayer identification
nunber or non-driver ID card or any official docunented or undocunented
inmgration identification, signature, and acknow edge that this billing
information requested nmy only be used for the purpose of determning
prior gas and electric usage as a factor in deciding to occupy the
dwelling unit. Each prospective tenant or lessee is linted to a tota
of five requests in a calendar year within the state of New York. Such
information shall be identified solely by the address of the dwelling
unit, and no other infornmation identifying the owner, lessee, or other
occupant of the dwelling unit shall be utilized for, or nade avail able
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in connection with, the furnishing of billing information pursuant to
this section. Such information shall be furnished to both the |andlord
or lessor and to the prospective tenant or |l essee with an inposition of
a five dollar charge to the prospective tenant or |essee requesting the
billing information payable to the gas corporation, electric corporation
and municipality providing such infornation.

8§ 2. The public service conm ssion is directed to: (a) create a proc-
ess whereby a prospective tenant or | essee nay obtain by witten request
or by the internet to the gas corporation, electric corporation and
muni ci pality the average nonthly electric and gas charges for the life
of the dwelling wunit or the preceding two year period, whichever is
shorter, prior to the comrencenent of tenancy or execution of a |ease
while nmaintaining the privacy of the current tenant or lessor; (b)
ensure the request is nade only for the purpose of deciding whether to
occupy a dwelling wunit; and (c) determne the cost of providing the
information by the utility and assess a fee to the prospective tenant or
| essee requesting the information payable to the gas corporation, elec-
tric corporation and nunicipality providing the information.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided that the public service comi ssion
is authorized to promulgate any and all rules and regul ations and take
any ot her neasures necessary to inplenment this act on its effective date
on or before such date.




