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Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to requiring negoti-
ation of fair ternms between cable television franchi sees and conpeting
i ndependent cabl e channel s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 215 of the public
service | aw, as added by chapter 83 of the |laws of 1995, is anended to
read as foll ows:

(b) prescribe mninmmstandards for inclusion in franchises, including
maxi mum initial and renewal terns; m nimum channel capacity; provisions
regardi ng access to, and facilities to nake use of, channels for educa-
tion and public service prograns; a requirenment that no such franchise
may be exclusive; standards necessary or appropriate to protect the
interests of viewers of free broadcast tel evision and the public gener-
ally, which prohibit or limt cable television conpanies from prohibit-
ing or entering into agreenments prohibiting the sale or other transfer
of rights for the sinultaneous or subsequent transm ssion over free
broadcast tel evision of any programorigi nated or transmtted over cable
television; provisions requiring franchisees to negotiate fairly to
determne the terns and conditions under which conpeting independent
cable channels will be carried by the franchisee and, in the event such
agreenment as to terms and conditions cannot be reached, provisions
requiring the conmission to conduct an arbitration of the matter; and
such ot her standards for inclusion in franchises as the conm ssion shal
deem necessary or appropriate to protect the public interest;

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to any
agreenment between cable tel evision franchi sees and competing i ndependent
cabl e channels entered into on or after January 1, 2017.
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