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        AN ACT to amend the public health law,  in  relation  to  directing  the
          department  of health to promulgate rules establishing staffing stand-
          ards for certain health care facilities,  and  providing  methods  for
          demonstrating compliance with such rules

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding  a  new  section
     2  2806-c to read as follows:
     3    §  2806-c.  Staffing  standards.  1. As used in this section, the term
     4  "hospital" shall have the same meaning as defined in subdivision one  of
     5  section twenty-eight hundred one of this article.
     6    2.  The department shall promulgate necessary rules and regulations to
     7  establish staffing standards for hospitals. Such rules  and  regulations
     8  shall be designed to ensure that the classifications, skills, experience
     9  and  numbers  of health care professionals providing direct patient care
    10  are sufficient to meet the needs of hospital patients.  Such  rules  and
    11  regulations shall require that each hospital:
    12    (a)  Utilizes  a staffing system which provides a sufficient number of
    13  qualified staff to meet the needs of hospital patients as determined  by
    14  a registered nurse or physician directly involved in patient care.
    15    (b)  Maintains  an  internal  review mechanism that ensures compliance
    16  with the staffing system; provides for the review of incidents and staff
    17  concerns; and tracks staffing patterns, number  of  patients  and  their
    18  determined needs.
    19    3.  Beginning  no  later  than twelve months following distribution to
    20  hospitals of the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to  subdivi-
    21  sion  two of this section, as a condition of continuing or obtaining its
    22  operating certificate,  each  hospital  shall  annually  file  with  the
    23  department,  and make available to the public, a statement of compliance
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     1  with such rules and regulations. The statement shall  be  filed  in  the
     2  form and manner as determined by the department.
     3    4. Beginning no later than six months following distribution to hospi-
     4  tals  of  the  rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to subdivision
     5  two of this section, each hospital shall  daily  post,  in  a  prominent
     6  place,  a  report  of  the staffing levels in each patient care unit for
     7  that day.
     8    5. The failure of a hospital to comply with the requirements  of  this
     9  section,  or  any rule or regulation promulgated pursuant thereto, shall
    10  be deemed a violation and shall subject such hospital to  the  penalties
    11  and  injunctions  set  forth  in  section twelve of this chapter.   Each
    12  instance in which the staffing levels of any shift  of  any  unit  of  a
    13  hospital  fail  to  meet  the  requirements established pursuant to this
    14  section shall constitute a separate violation of this section.
    15    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.


