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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 6, 2017

Introduced by Sens. ORTT, GALLIVAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general obligations law, in relation to the inherent
risks of operating agricultural tourism areas and participating in
activities in agricultural tourism areas

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general obligations lawis anmended by adding a new
article 18-B to read as fol | ows:
ARTICLE 18-B
SAFETY I N AGRI CULTURAL TOURI SM
Section 18-301. Short title.
18-302. Definitions.
18-303. Duties of operators and visitors of agricultural tourism
ar eas.

8 18-301. Short title. This article shall be known and may be cited as
the "safety in agricultural tourismact".

8§ 18-302. Definitions. For purposes of this article, "agricultura
tourisnm nmeans activities, including the production of naple sap and
pure maple products made therefrom farmand winery tours, equine thera-
py, u-pick Christmas trees, hiking, hunting and other forns of outdoor
recreation offered to farmvisitors, conducted by a farner on-farm for
the enjoynent and/or education of the public, which primarily pronote
the sale, marketing, production, harvesting or use of the products of
the farm and enhance the public's understanding and awareness of farm ng
and farmlife.

8 18-303. Duties of operators and visitors of agricultural tourism
areas. 1. (perators of agricultural tourismareas shall have the foll ow
ing additional duties:

a. To post and maintain way finding signage to delineate the paths,
areas and buildings that are open to the public;
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b. To adequately train enployees who are actively involved in agricul-
tural tourismactivities;

c. To post at every point of sale or distribution of tickets, whether
on or off the prem ses of the agricultural tourismarea, a conspicuous
"WAarning to Visitors" relative to the inherent risks of participating in
activities on working farne and to inprint upon all tickets sold or
distributed, such text and graphics as the conm ssioner of agriculture
and narkets shall specify, which shall conspicuously direct the atten-
tion of all visitors to the required "WArning to Visitors";

d. To post at every point of sale or distribution of tickets at an
agricultural tourism area a conspicuous notice to visitors that this
article prescribes certain duties for visitors, and to nmke copies of
this article in its entirety available without charge upon request to
visitors in a central location at the agricultural tourism area;

e. To make available witten instruction or to provide education for
visitors relative to the risks inherent in the activities on working
farns and the duties prescribed for visitors by this section, and to
conspi cuously post notice of the tine and places of availability of such
instruction and education in locations where it is likely to be seen by
visitors; and

f. To post conspicuous notice to visitors of the right to a refund to
the purchaser in the anmpunt paid in the initial sale of any tickets
returned to the operator of the agricultural tourism area, intact and
unused, upon declaration by such purchaser that he or she is unprepared
or unwilling to participate in the agricultural tourismactivity due to
the risks inherent in the activities or the duties inposed upon himor
her by this section.

2. Visitors to agricultural tourismareas have the following duties to
enable themto nake inforned decisions as to the advisability of their
participation in agricultural tourismactivities:

a. To conply with posted way finding signs and remain in areas desig-
nated for the agricultural tourismactivity;

b. To follow any and all witten infornation or conspicuously posted
rules of conduct provided by such operator to visitors; and

c. Not towillfully renpve, deface, alter or otherw se damage si gnage
warni ng devices or inplenents or other safety devices.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




