Assenbl y Resol ution No. 471
BY: M of A Cahill

MOURNI NG the death of Pastor Johann Chri stoph
Arnol d, distinguished citizen, religious |eader and
devoted nenber of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those nen and wonen of religious
comm tment who accept the responsibility of noral |eadership and render
t he wi sdom of human under st andi ng; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Johann Christoph Arnold passed on Saturday, Apri
15, 2017, at the age of 76; and

WHEREAS, Fondly renenbered by many nanes, Father, Opa, Pastor,
Seni or El der of the Bruderhof Comrunities, Chaplain, Author and Speaker,
Johann Christoph Arnold inspired thousands to believe in Jesus, their
own special worth in God's eyes and hope for purpose in life through a
nessage of | ove and forgiveness as a power to overcone any obstacle and
troubl e; and

VWHEREAS, Johann Christoph Arnold's parents, Johann Heinrich and
Annemari e Arnold, were nenbers of the Bruderhof, a Christian Conmunity
founded in Germany by his grandfather Eberhard Arnold; as the Nazi
regime rose to power, his parents and nenbers of the Bruderhof fled to
Engl and; and

WHEREAS, Johann Christoph Arnold was born on Novenber 14, 1940,
during the Battle of Britain;, two years later, nmenbers of the Bruderhof
were forced to emgrate to Paraguay, South Anerica; and

WHEREAS, In 1954, Johann Christoph Arnold noved to the Wodcrest
Community in Rifton, New York, his primary hone for the rest of his
nortal life; he attended Kingston H gh School where he | earned the
Engl i sh | anguage, ran cross country and picked up a |ife-long |ove of
Shakespeare; and

VWHEREAS, Johann Chri stoph Arnold earned his degree in business from
Orange County Conmunity Coll ege in 1960; shortly thereafter, he began
working for Comrunity Playthings, the grow ng business of Bruder hof
Communities and the Pl ough Publishing House; and

VWHEREAS, On May 22, 1966, Johann Christoph Arnold married the |ove
of his life, the fornmer Verena Meier; together, the couple raised eight
children; and

WHEREAS, | n 1972, Johann Christoph Arnold began his |ifelong career
of spiritual guidance and nurturing of the citizens of the State of New
York; he was ordained as a Pastor, then as an Elder of the Bruderhof
Communities in 1983; he served as a Senior Elder from 2001 until his
passi ng; and



VWHEREAS, Under his |um nous | eadership, the Bruderhof Comrunities
expanded from North America back into Europe, Australia, South Anmerica
and added many small conmunity houses in urban settings; and

WHEREAS, A man of many interests, Pastor Johann Christoph Arnold
wrote 12 books which have been published in 20 |anguages on various
i ssues he was passionate about such as marriage, famly, raising and
educating children, forgiveness, death and dyi ng, peace and faith; and

VWHEREAS, Pastor Johann Chri stoph Arnold worked tirelessly for peace
through forgiveness and reconciliation; this vocation brought himin
contact with thousands of people including hundreds of religious and
political |eaders, often in troubled hotspots of war, conflict and
natural disaster such as Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq, Syria,
Northern Ireland, Rwanda, N geria, Chiapas, Mexico, Paraguay, Cuba,
Thai |l and and Haiti; and

WHEREAS, Concerned for the welfare of today's youth, Pastor Johann
Christoph Arnold helped found Breaking the Cycle, a program ai med at
teachi ng m ddl e and hi gh-school students, including incarcerated youth,
conflict resolution through forgiveness; and

VWHEREAS, Pastor Johann Christoph Arnold truly |loved all people and
was always wlling to hel p anyone; he enjoyed serving as Chaplain to the
Uster County Sheriff's Ofice and Uster County Pol i ce Chi ef s
Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his daughter Margrit Zi nmerman and one
gr anddaught er, Stephani e Jean, Pastor Johann C. Arnold is survived by
his wife of 51 years, Verena Meier Arnold; five daughters, Emy Maria
(M chael) Bl ough, Vreneli (Raynond) Hofer, Annemarie (Tim Keiderling,
Hanna (Chris) Rines, and Priscilla (Red) Zi nmerman; two sons, Heinrich
(Wlma) Arnold, and Chris (Estelle) Arnold; one son-in-law, Reuben
Zi nmer man; 44 grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren; and

VWHEREAS, Pastor Johann Christoph Arnold brought to his mnistry an
overwhel mng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting from vision and
enlightenment in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual duties,
while always displaying the highest standards of per sonal and
professional integrity and dedication; and

VWHEREAS, This distinguished man of God always gave gui dance and
wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care and adm ni stered abundantly and
unstintingly to the spiritual and corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Pastor Johann Christoph Arnold | eaves behind a | egacy which
will long endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting
menory to all he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the life and acconplishnents of Pastor Johann Christoph Arnold and
to express its deepest condol ences to his famly, colleagues and friends
who nourn his passing; and be it further



RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Pastor Johann Christoph Arnol d.



