Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 1307
BY: M of A Bronson

COMVENDI NG Dr. Kenneth Graham upon the occasi on of
his retirenent after alnbst 20 years of dedicated
service to the Rush-Henrietta Centr al School
District

WHEREAS, New York State's conmtnment to education is unparalleled,
its history and stature are secured by the superlative caliber of its
educati onal professionals and the students they inspire; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the customof this Legislative Body to acknow edge
the significant mlestones in the distinguished careers of those
out standi ng educational |eaders, whose dedi cation and achi evenents have
been instrunental in devel oping character and academ c excellence in the
young peopl e of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Dr. Kenneth Graham upon the occasion of his retirenent after
alnost 20 vyears of dedicated service to the Rush-Henrietta Centra
School District of Henrietta, New York; and

VWHEREAS, For 40 years, Dr. Kenneth Graham has served as an educator;
in 1999, he joined the Rush-Henrietta Central School District; the
| ongest - servi ng school superintendent in Mnroe County, he wll
officially retire in July of 2018; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, Dr. Kenneth G aham has never stopped
| ooking for ways to nake the District a better place for students to
| earn; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kenneth G ahamled the school district through three

major facilities | nprovenent s proj ects whi ch i ncl uded a new
transportation and operations center; significant renovations to the
junior high schools and Seni or Hi gh School, including nunerous athletics

fields; and the replacenent of a dilapidated admnistration building;
and

VHEREAS, Under Dr. Kenneth G ahamis [|um nous |eadership, the
Rush-Henrietta Central School District inplemented its successf ul
smal | -class-size initiative; at the elenmentary |level, the average cl ass
size in grades Kindergarten through third grade is 15 students, offering
nore personalized instructional tinme for each child; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kenneth Graham al so hel ped the district becone a | eader
in the wuse of instructional technology in t he cl assroom and
denonstrated great |eadership on behalf of students with disabilities,
chanpi oni ng an inclusion novenent which allowed nore students to be
educated in their hone district; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Dr. Kenneth Graham was an early advocate for



st andar ds- based education in Rush-Henrietta, wurging the district to
articulate clearly what it expects students to know and be able to do;
overseeing the creation of curriculum mps and conmon | ear ni ng

assessnents that are still wused and updated today; and becom ng nore
proactive in nmonitoring student progress to ensure tinely academc
I ntervention; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Kenneth Graham also assisted Rush-Henrietta to
institute Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS), which
calls on staff nenbers to teach students about desired character traits,
acknow edge students who denonstrate these aspects of good citizenship,
and reteach students about these expectations when their choices and
conduct require it; and

VWHEREAS, During the last four years, Dr. Kenneth G aham devoted his
time and energy to a conprehensive reconfiguration plan for the school
district, which was enacted in Septenber of 2017; as part of this
agenda, he advocated for the Board of Education's Full-Day Kindergarten
and Enrol | nent Managenent Proposal; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his outstanding career as an educator, Dr.
Kenneth Graham has truly strived to develop l|earning environments in
which all students can thrive; he has coupled high expectations with
rich opportunities, making innovation, inprovenent, and success for al
children a public school reality; and

WHEREAS, Kenneth Grahams loyalty to the district and to his staff
is truly admrable; all who have had the privilege to work wth him
through the years have known him to be an honest and hard-worKking
adm ni strator who al ways nade the needs and concerns of his students his
top priority; and

VWHEREAS, The driving force behind Dr. Kenneth Grahamis commitnent to
public education is his belief that all children have the potential to
do great things if given the opportunity; he prides hinself on creating
an educational environnent where students cone first and expectations
are high; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Dr. Kenneth Graham upon the occasion of his retirenent after
alnost 20 vyears of dedicated service to the Rush-Henrietta Centra
School District, and to wish himcontinued success in all his future
endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Kenneth G aham



