Assenbly Resol ution No. 1286
BY: M of A Bronson

COMVENDI NG the Rochester Institute of Technol ogy
(RIT) upon the occasion of celebrating the 50th
Anni versary of its Henrietta, New York canpus

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those institutions of true purpose and high achievenent whose
exenplary progranms and acconplishnments clearly denponstrate an enduring
pursuit of excellence in higher education for the youth of +this noble
Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comend Rochest er
Institute of Technology (R T) upon the occasion of celebrating the 50th
Anniversary of its Henrietta, New York canpus to be celebrated with a
nyriad of events i ncl udi ng NTID s 50t h Anni ver sary Reuni on,
Re-dedication of the Henrietta Canpus, a Wlking Tour of Downtown
Campus, and the Brick Cty Honecom ng and Fanmi |y Wekend; and

VWHEREAS, Fromits beginnings, R T has been deeply connected to the
educational and practical training needs of citizenry and industry; the
university's roots go back to 1829, when the city's founder established
the Rochester Athenaeum a literary society that offered public | ectures
and debates and attracted such lumnaries as Ral ph WAl do Enerson and
A iver Wendell Hol nmes; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1891, the Athenaeum nerged with the Mechanics Institute,
whi ch had been created and funded by I|ocal business and comunity
| eaders to provide technical training to neet |ocal industry's grow ng
demand for skilled workers; the merged institution conbined cultural
education and practical technical training; and

VWHEREAS, In 1912, cooperative education was added to the
programmatic m x and the core foundation was in place for Rochester
Institute of Technol ogy, as it has been naned since 1944; and

WHEREAS, In 1968, the RI T was rel ocated from downt own Rochester, New
York, to Henrietta; and

VWHEREAS, After Wrld War 11, R T experienced a large influx of
student enroll ees; the nunber of students doubl ed between 1950 and 1960,
and projections indicated nore of the same in the foreseeable future;
existing facilities were strained, and in sone cases, inadequate; and

WHEREAS, The RIT Board and President Mark Ellingson agreed that
grow h was positive and integral to the institution's mssion to serve
the comunity, and subsequently, began to | ook for a site outside the
city which would provide the required room for growmh far into the
future; the current site in Henrietta was a top choice; and

VWHEREAS, In early 1961, RI T received a gift of $ 3.27 mllion from
G ace Watson, who had attended cl asses; the Trustees decided to use the



donation, the largest in RIT's history, toward the purchase of the |and
in Henrietta; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 22, 1961, the Trustees announced that RIT was
going to nove from the current downtown |ocation to a newsite in
Henrietta; then President EIlingson called the nove "t he nost
significant single act in the 132-year history of the Institute"; and

WHEREAS, An editorial in the Reporter noted: "The action that the
board has so courageously taken is unparalleled inits significance to
RIT and the comunity it serves, and wll be applauded by untold
generations of students"; and

VWHEREAS, The norning after the announcenent, the Student Association
presented a check for $10,000 to President Ellingson to start a building
fund, norning classes were cancel ed, and students drove in a notorcade
to the new canpus site in Henrietta; and

WHEREAS, Today, RIT is one of +the world s |eading innovative
institutions, a vibrant, connected conmunity that is honme to diverse,
anbitious, creative students, and faculty fromaround the world; as of
fall 2017, R T expected to enroll nearly 19,000 students who represent
all 50 states and 100 nations; and

WHEREAS, Nearly 3,200 students from diverse racial and ethnic
backgrounds are enrolled on the main canpus along wth approxinmately
2,700 international students; an additional 1,760 students are enrolled
at R T s international |ocations in Croatia, Kosovo, United Arab
Em rates, and China; and

WHEREAS, Through the National Technical Institute for the Deaf
(NTID), one of nine academc wunits on canpus, R T has achieved
I nt er nati onal prom nence as a | eader I n preparing deaf and
har d- of - hearing students for successful careers in professional and
technical fields; and

WHEREAS, NTID was created by federal law in 1965, under President
Johnson and located at RIT in 1966; the university provides unparalleled
access and support services for the nore than 1,200 deaf and
har d- of - heari ng students who |ive, study, and work with hearing students
on the RIT canpus; and

WHEREAS, RIT is well known for its conmtnment to undergraduate
students and, increasingly, for offering a broad range of innovative
graduat e progr anms t hat conbi ne the theoretical wth practica
applications and align with denonstrated needs in the marketplace; and

VWHEREAS, RIT offers numerous degrees wthin its nine colleges:
Col | ege of Applied Science and Technol ogy, B. Thonmas Golisano Col | ege of
Computing and Information Sciences, Kate d eason Col | ege of Engi neeri ng,
College of Imging Arts and Sciences, College of Science, E. Philip
Saunders Col | ege of Business, National Technical Institute for the Deaf,
Col | ege of Liberal Arts, and Coll ege of Health Sciences and Technol ogy;
ot her degree-granting acadeni c units i ncl ude t he School of
I ndi vi dual i zed Study and the Golisano Institute for Sustainability; and



VWHEREAS, Through the years, RIT has steadily grown its doctora
prograns, and in 2016, the Carnegie C assification of Institutions of
H gher Education reclassified the university from "Masters -
Conpr ehensive"” to "Doctoral University - Mderate Research Activity"; in
May 2017, RIT awarded 32 doctoral degrees in eight Ph.D. prograns; and

WHEREAS, Under the visionary guidance of President Dr. David C
Munson Jr., RIT stands proud and prom nent, always |ooking to the future
and the needs of those it serves; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) upon the occasion of
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of its Henrietta, New York canpus,
noting the propriety of its goals, the constancy of its conmmtnent and
the significance of its acconplishnments in preparing the youth of today
and | eaders of tonorrow, and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. David C. Munson Jr., President, Rochester Institute
of Technol ogy (RIT).



