Senate Resol ution No. 5941
BY: Senat or BENJAM N

COVMENDI NG Joseph Sem nara upon the occasion of
his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those wthin our mdst who have made
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic hunanity anong
us all; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Joseph
Sem nara, Commander, 23rd Precinct, New York Police Departnent, upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest
honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, At approximately 9:15 p.m on Novenber 29, 2018, Joseph
Semi nara was off-duty and on his way hone after a 14-hour shift in East
Harl em when he canme wupon a nmultiple-car crash scene on the westbound
side of the Belt Parkway near Canarsie, Brooklyn; and

VWHEREAS, Two vehicles were facing the wong way, and both had
sust ai ned heavy front-end danmage and were on fire; the driver of one of
t he vehicles was trapped behind the wheel of her burning and nangled
SuWv; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph Seminara imediately leapt into action speaking
reassuringly to the wonan and, along with a good Samaritan, pulled her
out of the burning vehicle; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Semi nara should be regarded as a true hero; he has
continually devoted hinself to public service, denobnstrating great
courage and diligence in providing for the care and welfare of the
citizens of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Praised for nmintaining his conposure and his professional
conduct, Joseph Sem nara denonstrated his true character and genui ne
conpassion for the well-being of others; and

WHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their comm tnent and dedi cati on,



command the respect and admration of their conmunity for their
exenpl ary contributions and service on behal f of others; Joseph Sem nara
I s one such individual; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated public servants who unselfishly devote their |l|ives to the
preservation of order and the protection of others are worthy and due
full praise for their conmtnment and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Joseph Sem nara upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Joseph Sem nara.



