Senate Resolution No. 5916
BY: Senat or KAM NSKY

HONORI NG M chael A. Val ente posthunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those wthin our mdst who have made
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor M chael A
Val ente posthunmously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, M chael A Valente, a forner resident of Long Beach, New
York, was a Private with Conpany D of the 107th Infantry Reginment, 27th
Division during Wrld War 1; and

WHEREAS, On Septenber 29, 1918, Mchael A Valente's unit was
suffering heavy casualties in its fight against the H ndenburg Line when
he courageously volunteered to go forward and assault the enenmy nachine
gun nest which was pinning them down; by doing so, he becane the first
man to break through the unbreakabl e H ndenburg Line; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of his heroic actions, Mchael A Valente
recei ved the Congressional Medal of Honor from President Herbert Hoover
in 1929; having emgrated to the United States in 1913, he was the only
I[talian American to receive this nost prestigious honor during World War
l; and

VWHEREAS, Years after his death, the Cty of Long Beach has conti nued
to keep Mchael A Valente's nenory alive; in 1993, the newy forned
Sons of Italy was naned for him and in 2011, Nassau County renaned the
bri dge connecting Long Beach to the naminland the Mchael Valente
Menorial Long Beach Bridge; and

VWHEREAS, Mbst recently in 2012, the Long Beach Chanber of Commerce
erected a newsign at the entrance to the Cty, welcomng its visitors
and procl aiming Long Beach as the Hone of Congressional Medal of Honor
reci pient: Mchael A Valente; and



VWHEREAS, Furthernore, the Long Beach Gty Council designated
Sept enber 29th as M chael Valente Day in the Cty of Long Beach; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
M chael A. Val ente denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore, the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor M chael A. Valente posthunmously wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Mchael A Valente.



