Senate Resolution No. 481
BY: Senat or FLANAGAN

CONDEMNI NG vi ol ence, bigotry, and hateful rhetoric
towards people of faith and cel ebrating our Nation's
history of tolerance and freedomof religion and
religious expression in the State of New York

VWHEREAS, The victins of hate crinmes and hate speech have faced
physical, verbal, and enotional abuse because of their religion or
percei ved religion; and

VWHEREAS, The constitutional right to freedomof religious practice
is a cherished Anmerican value and violence or hate speech towards any
comunity based on their faith is in contravention of our founding
principles; and

VWHEREAS, New York State is a community nade up of nmany diverse
religions and faiths, and both imm grants and native-born New Yorkers;
and

VWHEREAS, New York State's diverse religious communities are
recogni zed as havi ng nmade i nnunerable contributions to the cultural and
econom c fabric and well-being of our society; and

VWHEREAS, Hateful and intol erant acts against nmenbers of any religion
are contrary to the Anerican values of acceptance, welcom ng, and
fellowship with those of all religions, faiths, and cultures; and

VWHEREAS, These acts affect not only the individual victins but also
their famlies, comunities, and the entire group whose religion or
faith were the notivation for the act; and

VWHEREAS, People of faith who wear faith-based clothing have been
targeted because of their religious clothing; and

VWHEREAS, The rise of hate speech, violence, and cultural intolerance
can encourage certain individuals to react in extreme and viol ent ways
towards religious comunities; and

VWHEREAS, Religious extrem smthat pronotes violence or bigotry in
the nanme of faith is not the property of any specific religion and nust
be opposed in all its fornms whenever undertaken by any nenber of any
religion; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
condemm vi ol ence, bigotry, and hateful rhetoric towards nenbers of any
religious community, and to celebrate our Nation's history of tolerance
towards all religions and faiths in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause further to express its
condol ences for the victins of all hate crines; to steadfastly confirm



its dedication to the rights and dignity of all its citizens of al
religions, faiths, and cultures; to denounce in the strongest terns the
increase of intimdation, violence, vandalism arson, and other hate

crimes targeted agai nst nenbers of any religion or those perceived to be
menbers of any religion, towards institutions of worship, and religious
community centers; and to recognize that the religious conmunities in
New York State have nade countless positive contributions to our
society; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body declares that the civil rights
and civil liberties of people of all religions and faiths should be
protected and preserved; supports |law enforcenent authorities to work to
prevent hate crines and to prosecute to the fullest extent of the |aw
those perpetrators of hate crines; and reaffirns the inalienable right
of every individual to live wthout fear and intimdation, and to
practice their freedomof religion



