Senate Resol ution No. 4531
BY: Senat or LANZA

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
March 2018 as Sudden Unexpl ai ned Death in Children
(SUDC) Awareness Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i1l nesses that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMrch 2018 as Sudden
Unexpl ai ned Death in Children (SUDC) Awareness Month in the State of New
York, in conjunction wth the observance of National SUDC Awar eness
Mont h; and

WHEREAS, SUDC is the unexpected death of a child over the age of
twel ve nont hs, which remains unexplained after a thorough case
I nvestigation is conducted; simlar to SIDS, SUDC is a diagnosis of
exclusion, given when all known and possi bl e causes of death have been
rul ed out; and

WHEREAS, By definition, SIDS applies only to the death of babies
younger than 12 nonths, while SUDC victins are children past their first
bi rthday whose deaths go unexplained even after an autopsy, a death
scene investigation and nedical history review, and

WHEREAS, SUDC is not new, but is rare with a reported incidence of
1.2 deaths per 100,000 children, conpared to 54 deaths per 100,000 |ive
births for SIDS (United States, 2005); presently, SUDC cannot be
predi cted and/or prevented since its cause is unknown; and

VWHEREAS, Established in the fall of 2001, the SUDC Foundation offers
no cost services to famlies who have lost a child for an unexpl ai ned
reason; this wvital organization provides grants for and conducts
research which wll further our wunderstanding of these nysterious
deat hs; and

WHEREAS, Currently, the SUDC Foundation supports over 800 famlies
in 18 countries by providing personalized, conprehensive care from
| i censed clinical social workers, and cultivates a conmunity of support
for bereaved famlies so that no one has to grieve al one; and

WHEREAS, The Foundation al so assists famlies in accessing research
and DNA banki ng services which could possibly lead to answers on what
may have happened to their child; and

VWHEREAS, Every vyear, at |east 400 children are lost to SUDC, which
Is the fifth | eading cause of death anong children between the ages of
one and four; and



WHEREAS, Such was the case for young Lily Jo Jurgens, a perfectly
healthy girl who, at two years old, suddenly collapsed and passed away

on June 15, 2015; after her autopsy, it was determ ned she had succunbed
to SUDC, and

VWHEREAS, The famly of Lily Jo Jurgens along with other famlies
fromdifferent parts of New York State are struggling to cope with this
difficult situation as they have simlar stories; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious health crisis, and nore nust be done to increase activity
at the State, |ocal and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMrch 2018 as Sudden
Unexpl ai ned Death in Children (SUDC) Awareness Month in the State of New
York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonob, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



