Senat e Resol ution No. 4387
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG Forest Ranger Robert Piersma upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those wthin our mdst who have made
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic hunanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Forest
Ranger Robert Piersma of the New York State Departnent of Environnental
Conservation, Division of Forest Protection, upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, On the afternoon of April 10, 2017, Ranger Robert Piersm
was notified by a fellow Ranger of several people who capsized their
canoe in Chittning Pond on Tassel H Il in Wodford Mnorial State
Forest; and

VWHEREAS, Ranger Robert Piersma arrived on the scene to find two
i ndividuals still submerged in Chittning Pond, which had just recently
opened up from the winter ice, naking water tenperatures barely above
freezing; and

WHEREAS, W thout hesitation or regard for his own safety, Ranger
Robert Piersnma grabbed his throwbag and waded out into the | ake until
the water was nearly chest deep; however, he still could not reach the
victinms; and

VWHEREAS, Ranger Robert Piersnma then exited the water and ran back to
his patrol vehicle; he quickly donned his cold-water rescue suit,
returned to the | ake and swam out to the unresponsive subjects who had
their arns tightly interl ocked; and

VWHEREAS, Ranger Robert Piersma grabbed one of the victins' life
j ackets and swam pulling both subjects together at once against a stiff
headwi nd; arriving volunteer firefighter rescue personnel assisted this
brave Ranger in getting the subjects to shore and ultimately saving



their lives; and

VWHEREAS, Ranger Robert Piersma should be regarded as a true hero; he
has continually devoted hinself to public service, denonstrating great
courage and diligence in providing for the care and welfare of the
citizens of this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Praised for maintaining his conmposure and his professional
conduct, Ranger Robert Piersma denonstrated his true character and
genui ne conpassion for the well-being of others; and

WHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their commtnent and dedication,
command the respect and admration of their comunity for their
exenplary contributions and service on behalf of others; Ranger Robert
Piersma is one such individual; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated public servants who unselfishly devote their |ives to the
preservation of order and the protection of others are worthy and due
full praise for their commtnent and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Forest Ranger Robert Piersnma upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
I ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Forest Ranger Robert Piersnma.



