Senat e Resol ution No. 4385
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORI NG Masai  Uiri upon the occasion of his
designation for special recognition by FACE Africa
at its Ninth Annual Wash Gala on March 31, 2018

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to call attention
to those events which serve to enhance the cultural enrichnment and
preserve the heritage of Africa; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Masai U iri upon the occasion of his designation for special recognition
by FACE Africa at its N nth Annual W sh Gala "A Night Cel ebrating
African Excellence" to be held at The Current at Chelsea Piers, New
York, New York, on Saturday, March 31, 2018; and

VWHEREAS, The FACE Africa WASH Gala is held annually in New York Gty
to raise awareness and funds for clean water projects; in addition, it
Is a celebration of Africans and Friends of Africa naking a difference
In their respective industries and communities; and

VWHEREAS, This vyear, FACE Africa's goal 1is to raise $500,000 to
provi de Water Sanitation and Hygi ene (WASH) prograns and facilities to
communities in rural Liberia and N geria; and

WHEREAS, The thene for this year's gala "Water Fuels the Future"” is
nore than a statement, it is the recognition that the availability of
clean drinking water 1is a prerequisite to achieving all of the other
devel opnment indicators |ike health, education, gender equality, growh,
comunity conmerce, agriculture, and self-sufficiency; and

VWHEREAS, WMasai Ujiri was naned President and General Manager of
Basket bal | Operations of the Toronto Raptors on May 31, 2013, returning
to the organi zati on where he received his first front office position in
2007; and

VWHEREAS, A native of N geria, Msai Uiri brings trenendous
know edge and extensive global connections to the Raptors; he played
professionally in Europe for six years, with stops in Bel gium Germany,
Engl and, Greece and Finland; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, he has scouted all over the world, including
Europe, Africa, Asia and South Anerica; he has al so nanaged and coached
the Nigerian junior and senior National teans; and

VWHEREAS, On August 27, 2010, Masai Ujiri became the first African
CGeneral Manager in the NBA when he was hired to run the Denver Nuggets
basket bal | operations departnent; this was also his second stint wth
the club after working as a scout from 2003-2006, and the team s
Director of International Scouting during the 2006-07 season; and



VWHEREAS, Prior to joining the Denver Nuggets, Masai Uiri worked as
an International Scout for the Olando Mgic; and

WHEREAS, Equally driven to nake change off the court, Msai Uiri
has built a legacy of action wth his not-for- profit organization,
G ants of Africa, which was born froma willingness to dream big; and

WHEREAS, Using basketball as a tool to educate and enrich the |ives
of African youth, Masai Uiri and G ants of Africa also provide quality
facilities, coaching and instruction, while enhancing the gromh of the
gane of basketball within Africa; and

VWHEREAS, This year, under the able direction of Masai Uiri, Gants
of Africa built and | aunched a basketball court in an underserved area
of Kigali, Rwanda; and

WHEREAS, Striving to create a pathway for youth, Msai Uiri wuses
basketball to <create opportunities to better their lives; he has al so
served as the Director of the NBA' s Basketball Wthout Borders program
si nce 2002; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor WMasai Uiri upon the occasion of his designation for special
recognition by FACE Africa at its Ninth Annual Wash Gala on March 31
2018; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Masai Uiri.



