Senate Resol ution No. 4159
BY: Senator G ANARI S

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
March 2018, as Greek History Month in the State of
New York, in conjunction with the commenoration of
the 197th Anniversary of G eek | ndependence

WHEREAS, The vyear 2018 wll mark the 197th Anniversary of G eek
| ndependence; and

WHEREAS, The G eek people proudly trace their heritage back
t housands of years in Europe, where they developed an advanced
civilization unlike any the world had yet seen; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the fall of the City of Constantinopole in 1453, the
Greek people began alnost four centuries wunder foreign rule in the
G toman Enpire; and

VWHEREAS, |In March 1821, the yearning for G eek independence inspired
multiple mlitias to engage in battles against the Otoman Enpire
including an incursion into Ml davia |led by Al exandros Ypsilantis, and
various skirm shes in the Pel oponnese, and on several islands; and

WHEREAS, On March 25, 1821, Bishop Germanos of Patras raised the
Geek flag at the Mnastery of Agia Lavra in the Pel oponnese, marking
t he begi nning of the war for independence; and

VWHEREAS, In January 1822, t he G eeks officially decl ared
i ndependence fromthe Otoman Enpire; and

WHEREAS, The G eeks valiantly waged war against their QGtoman rulers
under the brave |eadership of Theodoris Kol okotronis for al nost nine
years until a part of nodern G eece was decl ared i ndependent; and

VWHEREAS, The war of independence was formally concluded in 1832 with
the signing of the Treaty of Constantinopole, further expanding the
borders of a nodern, independent G eek state; and

VWHEREAS, March 25th is cel ebrated as | ndependence Day in G eece and
in Geek communities around the world, commenorating the beginning of
the war of independence; and

WHEREAS, Throughout history, the Geek people have exhibited an
enduring sense of bravery in rising up against oppressors; with Wnston
Churchill noting in a faned World War |11 speech that "Until now we used
to say that the Greeks fight |ike heroes. Now we shall say: The heroes
fight |ike Geeks"; and

VWHEREAS, Ancient G eece has shaped nodern society by originating the
concepts of Logic, Science, Lyrics, Philosophy, and Hi story as well as
being the birthplace of denocratic ideals, inspiring the notion of
participation in governnent which influenced the framng of the United



States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, G eece has continued to enrich our culture in the fields of
literature, philosophy and architecture, and has pronoted the nodern
A ympic Ganes, hosting the first in 1896 and nost recently in 2004; we
al so honor G eek-Americans in New York who have inproved our comunity,
shown |ove for famly, and shared with us their traditions to | earn and
cel ebrate; and

WHEREAS, The great State of New York has been bl essed in many ways,
including through the presence of the Geek Othodox Archdi ocese of
Anerica; it serves as a beacon of noral and ethical guidance throughout
the hem sphere fromits Manhattan headquarters; and

VWHEREAS, The State of New York is further enhanced by its
| ong-standing partnership with the Federation of Hellenic-American
Soci eties, which continues its tradition of strong | eadership within the
G eek- Anerican community; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze those
New Yorkers of Hellenic descent for their enduring contributions to the
educational, social, noral and econonmic principles that are so deeply
ingrained in the fabric of our country and State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori ali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimMrch 2018, as G eek
H story Mnth in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
commenoration of the 197th Anniversary of Geek I|ndependence, and to
publicly encourage the <citizens of New York to reflect upon the
contributions of the G eek comunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New York, and Hi s Em nence Archbi shop Denetrios, Primate of the Geek
Ot hodox Church of Anerica.



