Senate Resolution No. 4151
BY: Senat or MONTGOVERY

HONORING Dr. Hazel N. Dukes upon the occasion of
her designation as recipient of the Enpire State and
Nation Builder Award by the New  York State
Associ ation of Black and Puerto Rican Legi sl ators,
Inc., in conjunction with the observance of Wnen's
Hi story Month

VWHEREAS, The State of New York is hone to countless wonen who have
contributed to the advancenent of our culture through both their
traditional and non-traditional roles in society; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Dr. Hazel N
Dukes upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the Enpire
State and Nation Builder Anvard by the New York State Association of
Black and Puerto Rican Legislators, Inc. at its 47th Annual Schol arship
Gal a on Sunday, February 18, 2018, in conjunction with the observance of
Wnen's History Month; and

VWHEREAS, Hazel N. Dukes was born to Edward and Alice Dukes on March
17, 1932, in Montgonery, Al abam; aspiring to becone a teacher, she
attended Al abama State Teachers College in 1949, before noving to New
York City with her parents in 1955; and

VWHEREAS, VWiile mmjoring in Business Admnistration at Nassau
Community Col | ege, Hazel N. Dukes becanme the first Black American to
gai n a position at Nassau County Attorney's Ofice in 1966;
additionally, she taught children living in poverty as a community
organi zer for Nassau County Econom c¢ Opportunity Comm ssion (EOC); and

WHEREAS, Hazel N. Dukes graduated wth a bachelor's degree in
Busi ness Admi ni stration from Adel phi University in 1978, during which
time she worked for the New York Gty Of-Track Betting Corporation
(NYCOTB); in 1990, Mayor David Dinkins appointed Hazel Dukes as
Presi dent of NYCOIB; and

VWHEREAS, Wiile she found great success in business, Hazel N. Dukes
was al so working for the NAACP, participating in many marches; she was
presi dent of the Great Neck, Manhasset, Port Washi ngton, Roslyn Chapter,
and as National President of the organization from 1989 to 1992; and

WHEREAS, In 1990, Hazel N. Dukes was awarded an Honorary Doctor of
Laws degree fromthe Cty University of New York School of Law, and in
2009 was conferred the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, Medgar Evers
Col | ege, Brooklyn, New York; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes currently serves as President of the
NAACP New York State Conference as well as a nenber of the NAACP
Nat i onal Board of Directors and NAACP Executive Conmttee; and

VWHEREAS, Founded on February 12, 1909, the NAACP is the nation's



ol dest, largest, and nost wi dely recognized civil rights organization;
following in the footsteps of W E. B. Du Bois, Ilda B. Wlls-Barnett,
and Mary Church Terrell, Dr. Hazel Dukes continues the NAACP s historic

| eadership to ensure political, educational, social and econom c
equality and justice; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to society, Dr. Hazel N Dukes is a nenber of
t he National Council of Negro Wnen, Inc., the National Black Leadership
Conmi ssion on AIDS, Inc., and the Executive Conmttee of the Anerican
Bapti st Churches, USA; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hazel N Dukes 1is the proud recipient of numerous
awar ds and accol ades including Ellis Island Medal of Honor, YWCA Gty of
New York John La Farge Menorial Award for Interracial Justice, @y R
Brewer Humanitarian Award, and the 2007 The Network Journal's 25 Most
I nfluential Black Whnen in Business Award; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, Dr. Hazel N Dukes' biography has been
selected for publication in nany journals and directories including:
Fisk University Library, Mnority Wren Contri buti on, Aneri can
Bi ographical Institute Personalities of Northeast, Wwo's Wo Anong
Aneri can Wnmen and Who's Wio Anong Bl ack Wonen; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their comunity and have shown a
| ong and sustained cormitnment to excellence certainly have earned the
recognition and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dr. Hazel N. Dukes wupon the occasion of her designation as
recipient of the Enpire State and Nation Buil der Award by the New York
State Association of Black and Puerto R can Legislators, 1Inc., in
conjunction wth the observance of Wnen's History Month; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Hazel N. Dukes.



