Senate Resol ution No. 3799
BY: Senat or AKSHAR

MOURNI NG the death of Ara Kradjian, distinguished
citizen and devoted nmenber of his conmunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Ara Kradjian of Endwell, New York, died at the age of 84 on
Sat urday, February 3, 2018, surrounded by his loving famly; he was 84;
and

WHEREAS, Born on June 27, 1933, in Binghanton, New York, Ara
Kradjian was the son of Kenneth and Hai gouhi Kradjian, who passed down
to himan indomtable spirit of perseverance, strong work ethic, deep
|l ove of comunity, and abiding gratitude for the opportunities he
received growng up in the United States; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from Bi nghanton Central Hi gh School, Ara
Kradjian earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Economcs fromthe
University of Pennsylvania's Warton School of Business, where he served
in the ROTC, played football, and was president of the University's
chapter of the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity for two years; and

VWHEREAS, From 1955 to 1957, Ara Kradjian served as a Lieutenant with
the United States Naval Construction Battalion, better known as Seabees,
and was tasked wth building weather stations in the Caribbean and
Ant arctica; and

VWHEREAS, Ara Kradjian then returned to Bi nghanton, where he joined
his father and cousins in the famly businesses at Kradjian Properties
and Bates Troy Laundry and Dry d eaning; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious career, Ara Kradjian was
instrumental in developing numerous local real estate projects with
Kradjian Properties, including the Metrocenter Mill, the Hol i day

| nn- SUNY, and the Vestal Steakhouse; and

WHEREAS, In addition, he led efforts to expand and transform Bat es
Troy into a | eading healthcare |inen service; and

VWHEREAS, Ara Kradjian loved working with his famly, including his
son, Brian, who joined himin the famly businesses in 2001, and his
many enpl oyees and col | eagues who becane |like famly; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering conmm tnent to hi s
community, Ara Kradjian was actively engaged in community civic and
social life; he served on the Board of Directors of Banker's Trust Bank;
was a nenber of the UHS Foundation; was a foundi ng nenber of the Harper
Forum and the Pigskin Cub; and hel ped create the Bi nghant on Chanber of



Commer ce Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Arena C ub; and

VWHEREAS, A devoted nenber of the Arnenian community and church, Ara
Kradjian was a generous philanthropist who founded schol arships at
Bi nghanton University and the University of Pennsylvania; he also
support ed many | ocal arts organizations, including First N ght
Bi nghanton, Tri Cities Opera, and the Bi nghanton Phil harnonic, as well
as individual artists; furthernore, he was a strong supporter of the
Goodwi I | Theatre in Johnson City; and

VHEREAS, Ara Kradjian was an avid horse enthusiast, hunter,
out doorsman, sports fan, tennis player, and wine |over; he was happi est
riding a horse, watching the races at Saratoga or Del Mar, skiing and
fishing with his sons, walking in the woods with his dog, or sharing a
delicious neal with famly and friends; and

WHEREAS, A man who truly lived life to the fullest, Ara Kradjian's
i nmense sense of hunor, boom ng voice, and infectious laugh wll be
deeply m ssed by all of those |ucky enough to have known him and

WHEREAS, Ara Kradjian 1is survived by his wife of 30 years, Naing,
two sons, Eric and Brian (Anahit); one granddaughter, Jordan; sisters
and brothers-in-law, Alice and Henri Janian, Astrid Dadourian and D ane
and Dr. Lewi s Robinson; cousins, Diran and Socie Kradjian; sister-in-Ilaw
and brother-in-law, Nena Bl oonqui st and Janmes Farrell; as well as many
ni eces, nephews, cousins, and extended fam |ly; he is predeceased by his
first wife, Sophie; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Ara Kradjian |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all he
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Ara Kradjian, distinguished citizen and devoted
menber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Ara Kradjian.



