Senat e Resol ution No. 3448
BY: Senator COWRI E

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
January 16, 2018, as Religious FreedomDay in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to ensure that the conplete history of
our State and Nation is preserved and shared wth the pr esent
generations of citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJanuary 16, 2018, as
Rel igious FreedomDay in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Religious Freedom Day; and

WHEREAS, The Virginia Statute for Religious Freedomwas signed
January 16, 1786, and is comenorated each year on National Religious
Freedom Day; and

WHEREAS, The statute disestablished the Church of England in
Virginia as the official religion of the state and paved the way for
religious freedom for Catholics, Jews, Mislins, Hi ndus and other
underrepresented religious mnorities; and

VWHEREAS, Thomas Jefferson, who drafted and presented the | egislation
to the assenbly, considered it to be anobng his greatest lifetine
achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Religious freedomin the United States all ows people of al
faiths and denom nations, whether popular, nmainstreamor fringe, to
wor ship and practice as they wish with few restrictions; and

VWHEREAS, Today, our Nation continues to be shaped by people of every
religion and of no religion, bringing us closer to our founding ideals;
as heirs to this proud | egacy of liberty, we nust remain vigilant in our
efforts to safeguard these freedons; and

VWHEREAS, Reli gi ous Freedom Day shoul d be cel ebrated by all Americans
to teach us about the critical foundation of our Nation's liberty, and
to show us how we can protect it for future generations here and around
the world; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori ali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimJanuary 16, 2018, as
Rel i gious FreedomDay in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.






