Senat e Resol ution No. 3089
BY: Senator BRESLI N

HONORI NG Barbara Smth wupon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the Living the Legacy
Award by the Wiitney M  Young, Jr. Health Center on
Sept enber 14, 2017

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknowl edge those wthin our mnmdst who have nade
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, Fromtime to time this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic hunanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Barbara
Smith wupon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the Living
the Legacy Award by the Wiitney M  Young, Jr. Health Center, to be
celebrated at its 2017 Annual Legacy Event on Thursday, Septenber 14,
2017, at Revolution Hall in Troy, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Since July 19, 1971, The Witney M Young, Jr. Health
Center has provided residents of the Capital Region access to consistent
quality healthcare wthout regard to incone; for alnost five decades,
this vital organization has strived to serve as a conmunity |eader
commtted to delivering dependabl e, conpassionate, high quality health
care which enhances the well-being of its diverse and changi ng
communi ti es; and

VWHEREAS, The Wiitney M Young, Jr. Health Center's Living the Legacy
Award is given annually to a community | eader who has made a substanti al
difference in the Capital District; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Smith is an author, advocate, and independent
schol ar who has played a groundbreaking role in opening up a national
cultural and political dialogue concerning the intersections of race,
cl ass, sexuality, and gender; and

VWHEREAS, Beginning in the early 1960s, Barbara Smith has been active
in nunmerous roles influencing African Anerican wonen' s literary
tradition, Black wonen's studies and Bl ack fem ni st thought; and

WHEREAS, Throughout her distinguished career, Barbara Smth has
edited three major collections about Black wonen: Conditions: Five, The
Bl ack Wnen's |Issue, Al the Winen Are Wiite, All the Blacks Are Men,
But Some of Us Are Brave: Black Wnen's Studies, and Hone Grls: A Black
Fem ni st Anthol ogy; she also co-authored Yours in Struggle: Three
Fem ni st Perspectives on Anti-Semtism and Racism and

WHEREAS, |In 1998, Barbara Smith was the general editor of The



Reader's Conpanion to U S, Wnen's Hstory with WIlm Mnkiller,
Gnendol yn M nk, Marysa Navarro, and Goria Steinem in that sane year, a

coll ection of her essays, The Truth That Never Hurts: Witings on Race,
Gender, and Freedom was published by Rutgers University Press; and

WHEREAS, In Novenber of 2014, Barbara Smith published Ain't Gonna
Let Nobody Turn Me Around: Forty Years of Myvenent Buil ding with Barbara
Smith, an exceptional work which earned her many honors; and

VWHEREAS, This great luminary also held the title of both cofounder
and publisher of Kitchen Table: Wnen of Color Press, making her the
first United States publisher for wonmen of color; and

VWHEREAS, A resident of Al bany, New York, Barbara Smith has served
two terns as a nenber of the Al bany Common Council from 2006-2013;
currently, she is the Special Community Projects Coordinator for the
City of Al bany helping to inplenent the Equity Agenda; and

WHEREAS, For her steadfast and wunremtting commtnment to her
comunity and her vision of equality, Barbara Snmith was the recipient of
nuner ous awards and accol ades i ncluding the 2017 African American Policy
Forum Harriet Tubman Lifetinme Achievenent Award; in 2015, she received a
Doctor of Letters, Honorary degree by the University at Al bany, the
Lanbda Literary Award, the Publishing Triangle Award, the Wnen of
Excel l ence Award for Distinguished Career, and the Literary Legends
Awar d; and

VWHEREAS, Barbara Smith was also presented with the 2009 Al umae
Associ ati on of Munt Hol yoke Col | ege Achi evenent Award, the 2000 Church
Wnen United Hunman R ghts Award, the 1999 Al bany Chapter Nati onal
Associ ation for the Advancenent of Col ored People Arts Award, the 1998
Honorable Mention CQustavus Myers Human R ghts Book Award, and the 1987
Mount Hol yoke Col | ege Al utmae Associ ati on Sesqui centenni al Award; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Barbara Smth was nanmed a 2012 "Makers: Wnen
Who Make Anerica,” a 2010 "Capitaland Quarterly"” Dozen Wio Make a
D fference, a 2005 Nobel Peace Prize nom nee, and a 1996-1997 Fell ow at
Bunti ng Institute of Radcliffe College, as well as a 1995-1996
Schol ar-i n-Residence at the Schonburg Center for Research in Black
Cul ture; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body to comrend
I ndi vi dual s of outstanding character, who have shown initiative and
commtnment toward constantly pursuing higher goals for thenselves, and
acting as role nodels of |eadership to be enulated by both peers and
young peopl e; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Barbara Smith upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of
the Living the Legacy Award by the Whitney M Young, Jr. Health Center
on Septenber 14, 2017; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to Barbara Smth.



