Senate Resolution No. 2779
BY: Senator O MARA

COVMEMORATI NG the 100th Anniversary of the Farm
Bureau and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schuyl er
County

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
applaud the |eaders of comerce and industry, as well as educati onal
i nstitutions, whose acconplishments contribute to the economc health
and prosperity of the communities of the State of New York and to the
quality of life of its people; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100t h Anniversary of Farm Bureau and Cornell Cooperative
Ext ensi on; and

VWHEREAS, Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) is a key outreach

system of Cornell University wth a strong public mssion and an
extensive | ocal presence that is responsive to needs in New York
comunities; its educational system enables people to inprove their

lives and comunities through partnerships that put experi ence,
research, and know edge to work; and

WHEREAS, |In 1911, the Broone County Chanber of Comerce, in
partnership with Cornell University, Erie-Lackawanna Railroad, and the
USDA, hired the first agriculture agent in the United States, John
Barron, to organi ze, teach, research and | obby on behalf of farners and
rural residents; and

VWHEREAS, The organi zati on pi ece was known as the Broone County Farm
and Honme Bureau, a grassroots organization |led by farnmers; and

VWHEREAS, The nodel quickly spread across the country, reaching
Schuyler County where the Farm Bureau was formally organized in 1917;
New York Farm Bureau also forned in 1917, while the Anerican Farm Bureau
Federation was forned in 1919; and

VWHEREAS, In 1914, the Federal Smth-Lever Act was passed,
est abl i shi ng cooperative extension work and providing funds for
agricultural and hone denonstration extension work in each state; in
Schuyl er County, the Farm Bureau conbined forces with the Schuyl er
County Hone Bureau Associ ation and Schuyl er County Cooperative Extension
Servi ce was born; and

WHEREAS, |In 1955, the organization split into tw entities, the
nodern day Cooperative Extension system and the Farm Bureau, wth
Cooperative Extension focusing on education, and the Farm Bureau on
| obbyi ng and advocacy; and

WHEREAS, Today, the Farm Bureau has nore than six mllion nmenber
famlies in all 50 states, and is the |argest agricultural organization



in the world; and

WHEREAS, The Cooperative Extension system is run through the
original Land Grant Universities, and hel ps educate farners, nationw de,
on growing its food supply, educating the public on issues involving
horticulture and nutrition, and in engaging youth through 4-H and

WHEREAS, Throughout its history and continuing today, Cornel
Cooperative Extension has nodeled innovative uses of t echnol ogy,
comuni cati ons and contenporary nodel s of organi zati onal governance that
refl ect the changi ng needs and structure of society; and

WHEREAS, As the Farm Bureau and Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Schuyl er County celebrate their 100th Anniversary, they stand in
fulfillment of the proud |egacy of their nanmesake and are poised for
success for nmany years to conme; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Farm Bureau and Cornel
Cooperative Extension of Schuyler County; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Farm Bureau and Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Schuyl er County.



