Senate Resolution No. 1348
BY: Senat or GOLDEN

HONORI NG Col onel Thormas J. Kelly post hunously upon
the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknowl edge those wthin our mnmdst who have nade
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
in peace-tine, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Col onel
Thomas J. Kelly posthunpbusly upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
I ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Thomas Joseph Kelly was born on January 6, 1833, in
Mount bel | ew, County Galway, Ireland; from 1846-1849, he attended St.
Jarlath's College in Tuam County Galway, Ireland; and

VWHEREAS, After college, Thomas J. Kelly served as an apprentice with
Kelly's Printers in Loughrea, County Galway, Ireland; at the young age
of 18, he emigrated to New York City, arriving on the ship Castillian on
March 27, 1851; he worked as a printer, and joined the Printer's Union
in New York City; and

WHEREAS, In that sane year, Thomas J. Kelly joined the 9th Regi nent
New York State MIlitia, which |ater becanme the 69th Infantry Reginent;
today, the Reginent is known as the Fighting Sixty-Ninth, a nane said to
have been given by Robert E. Lee during the Cvil Wr; and

VWHEREAS, Thomas J. Kel l'y | ater joined the Emmet Mnunent
Associ ation, and becane a foundi ng nenber of the Fenian Brotherhood in
1857; he also becane involved with the Masons, serving as Master Mason
of Pacific Lodge 233, and Royal Arch Mason of Orient Chapter 187; and

VWHEREAS, Thonmas J. Kelly then noved to Nashville, Tennessee, where
he worked as a foreman for the S. W Publishing House; soon thereafter
he established the Nashville Evening Denbcrat, which supported the
presi dential canpai gn of Stephen A Douglas in the Presidential election
of 1860; and



WHEREAS, On July 15, 1859, Thomas J. Kelly becane a Kni ght Tenpl ar
of the Nashville Comrandery; and

VWHEREAS, Follow ng the outbreak of the American Cvil War, Thomas J.
Kelly, a supporter of the Union, chose to | eave Nashville for the North;
en route to joining the fanmous Irish 69th Infantry Reginent, he heard
about the Irish 10th GChio Infantry, and enlisted with themfor its
initial three nonths, and then re-enlisted for an additional three
years; and

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Kelly served in Conpany "C', where his mlitary
know edge and ability was soon recognized and he was pronoted to
Sergeant; by the end of the sumrer of 1861, he was functioning as First
Sergeant of the Conpany; and

WHEREAS, Although he was shot in the jaw at the Battle of Carnifex
Ferry in Western Virginia on Septenber 10, 1861, he volunteered to
return to duty before the end of the year; and

VWHEREAS, In January of 1862, Sergeant Thomas J. Kelly was
conm ssioned, and |l ater seconded to the staff of WMjor GCeneral Ceorge
Henry Thomas of the XIV Corps, United States Arny of the Cunberland, as
a Signal Oficer; he was pronoted to Captain on March 17, 1863, becom ng
the Chief Signal Oficer; and

WHEREAS, On August 19, 1863, Captain Thomas J. Kelly was ordered to
return to the "Bloody Tenth" as Captain, Conpany "I", fromwhich he was
nmustered out with the rest of the 10th Chio on June 17, 1864; and

VWHEREAS, After the war, Captain Thomas J. Kelly joined the 1Irish
Republican Brotherhood (IRB) in New York; the group dispatched himto
Ireland as an envoy to neet with IRB | eader James Stephens; wupon his
return to New York in April of 1866, he becanme the Deputy to Janes
St ephens; and

VWHEREAS, | n Decenber of 1866, Captain Thomas J. Kelly becane the
Chief Central Oganiser of the |Irish Republic; in this capacity, he
penned a Procl amation of the Irish Republic, and supported the cause of
Irish I ndependence; and

VWHEREAS, On Septenber 11, 1867, Captain Thormas J. Kelly and Captain
Ti not hy Deasy were detained by the British governnment in Manchester
Engl and; one week later, the two nmen were rescued by a contingency of
faithful and |loyal followers; and

WHEREAS, During the rescue effort, a policenman was killed, however,
Col onel Kelly and Captain Deasy nmanaged to escape to the United States;
WlliamPhilip Allen, Mchael Larkin, and Mchael OBrien were arrested
in connection with the attack, and were | ater executed; thereafter, they
becane known as the Manchester Martyrs for their loyalty to Ireland; and

VWHEREAS, The song, "God Save Ireland” was witten as a tribute to
the nmenory of the Manchester Martyrs, Colonel Thomas J. Kelly and
Captain Tinothy Deasy; and



WHEREAS, In 1869, Colonel Thomas J. Kelly becane the Superintendent
of Station F of the New York Post O fice; from 1870-1905, he held the
position of Audit Clerk for the United States Custom House; and

VWHEREAS, For nunerous years, Colonel Thomas J. Kelly was active in
the Grand Arny of the Republic, Al exander Hamilton Chapter 182 in New
York City; and

WHEREAS, Colonel Thomas J. Kelly married the fornmer Catharine
Anastasia Gllogly in 1869, together, the couple raised five children
Julia Helen, Colunba Lee Thonas, Frances Mary, Leo Patrick and Kathryn
Josephine; they were the |Iloving grandparents of one granddaughter,
Dorothy Ella Kelly; and five great-grandchildren, John Alfred, Adiver
Anory, Eloise Lorraine, Lawence Joseph, and Robert Leo; as well as one
great-great-grandchild, Erica Beth Veil; and

WHEREAS, Col onel Thonmas J. Kelly died at his hone at 331 East 119th
Street in New York City on February 5, 1908, at the age of 75; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be mssing
i n action; and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at home and abroad,
Col onel Thomas J. Kelly denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore, the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Col onel Thomas J. Kelly posthunmously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the fam |y of Colonel Thomas J. Kelly.



