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STATE OF NEW YORK

9846

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2018

Introduced by M of A BARRETT -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Covernmental COperations

AN ACT to establish a task force to explore the effects of cyber-bully-
ing in New York state and potential measures to address such effects

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A task force is hereby established to conduct a conprehen-
sive study on the effects of, and potential nethods to address, cyber-
bul lying. The scope of such study shall include:

a. processes that school districts can use to develop a policy that
prohi bits cyber-bullying, such as a process that includes representation
of parents or guardians, school enployees, volunteers, students, adm n-
istrators, or conmunity representatives;

b. procedures for school districts to inplenment that assist individ-
uals in reporting an act of cyber-bullying;

c. procedures for school districts to inplenment to ensure pronmpt and
t horough investigations of reports of cyber-bullying;

d. identifying existing staff that may be able to assist a schoo
district in responding to an incident of cyber-bullying, such as counse-
| or services, support services, or intervention services;

e. the potential use of a statenent in a cyber-bullying policy that
prohibits reprisals or retaliation agai nst any person who reports an act
of cyber-bullying and the consequence and appropriate remedial action
for a person who engages in reprisal or retaliation;

f. how often a school district should conduct a reeval uation and
review of its cyber-bullying policy;

g. additional nethods school districts can use, such as grants, to
fund a program regarding cyber-bullying;

h. identifying the nost conmmon victinms of cyber-bullying by age,
ethnicity, religion, gender, or any other identifying characteristic the
menbers of the task force deemrel evant;

i. determining the nmost common nedi unms used in cases of cyber-bully-
ing, including but not limted to, text messages, websites, and soci al
nmedi a;
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j. identifying the social and psychol ogi cal effects of cyber-bullying
on i ndi vi dual s;

k. neasures other states or legislative bodies have taken to address
cyber - bul I yi ng;

|. drafting nodel regulations that may be promul gated by this state to
address cyber-bullying; and

m drafting nodel policies, in conjunction with provisions stated in
this section, that may be inplenented by a school district to address
cyber - bul | yi ng.

8 2. a. The task force shall consist of seven nenbers to be appointed
as foll ows:

(1) three nmenbers appointed by the governor;

(2) two nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;
and

(3) two nmenbers appoi nted by the speaker of the assenbly.

b. The governor shall designate one of the appointees as the chair of
the task force

c. The menbers of the task force shall receive no conmpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.

d. Al appointnments shall be nmade no later than thirty days after the
effective date of this act. Al vacancies shall be filled by the
appoi nting authority.

8 3. The task force shall report its findings, conclusions, and recom
mendations to the governor, tenporary president of the senate, and
speaker of the assenbly within one hundred eighty days after the effec-
tive date of this act and annually thereafter for the following three
years.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



