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STATE OF NEW YORK

9794

| N ASSEMBLY

February 9, 2018

Introduced by M of A BARRETT -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the parks, recreation and historic preservation law, in
relation to establishing an outdoor Rx program for outdoor environ-
mental, ecological, agricultural, or other natural resource based
therapy prograns; and to amend the state finance law, in relation to
establ i shing the outdoor Rx program fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "outdoor Rx
act".

8 2. Legislative intent. Studies have shown that time outdoors can be
a val uabl e adjunct therapy in addition to nore traditional health care,
whil e al so reducing reliance on prescription nedication. The therapeutic
benefits of tine spent outdoors is clinically proven and is known to
hel p reduce stress, inprove concentration, and pronote overall well-be-
ing, both physical and nental. Qutdoor-based therapeutic prograns,
i ncludi ng adventure therapy, wilderness therapy, horticultural therapy,
wal k- and-tal k therapy, and other nature-oriented prograns, are currently
bei ng used by nmental health professionals and are shown to have benefits
i ncluding reduction of stress, restoration of attention, and an inproved
sense of well-being. Such outdoor prograns aimto connect people with
nature thereby proving to be particularly beneficial to individuals
under goi ng a recovery process. Recogni zing the healing benefits of outd-
oor-based therapeutic programs to residents of the state, particularly
veterans and individuals recovering from substance abuse or a physical
or nmental traumm, the legislature supports the establishnent of an
out door Rx program

8 3. The parks, recreation and historic preservation |aw is anended by
adding a new article 18 to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 18
QUTDOOR RX PROGRAM
Section 18.01 Qutdoor Rx program
18. 03 Qut door Rx program fund.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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18. 05 Use of funds.

18.07 Eligibility.

18.09 Eliqgibility criteria.
18.11 Program sel ection.

8§ 18.01 Qutdoor Rx program 1. In recognition of the great therapeutic
benefits of outdoor recreation. the outdoor Rx programis hereby estab-
lished to provide funds for outdoor environnmental, ecological. agricul-
tural, or other natural resource based therapy programs serving the
citizens of the state. The conmi ssioner shall establish and inplenent
the programto provide grants for outdoor-based therapy prograns.

2. The commissioner shall establish an advisory comrittee to assi st
and advise the office in the developnent and administration of the
outdoor Rx program The committee shall consist of at |east seven
nenbers appointed as follows: at least one nenber appointed by the
conm ssioner of parks, recreation and historic preservation; at |east
one nenber appointed by the New York state director of veterans
affairs; at |least one nenber appointed by the comm ssioner of environ-
nental conservation; at |east one nenber appointed by the conm ssioner
of health; at |least one nenber appointed fromthe business comunity; at
least two nenbers appointed from an outdoor organization; and any other
nenbers the conm ssioner deens sufficient to ensure a cross section of

participants.
8§ 18.03 Qutdoor Rx program fund. 1. Funds deposited in the outdoor Rx

program fund pursuant to section ninety-nine-bb of the state finance |aw
shall be transferred to the office to be used solely for the outdoor Rx
program purposes identified in this article including the adnministration
of the program The office shall be authorized to accept gifts, grants,
donations., or noneys fromany source for deposit in the outdoor RX
program fund. Any public agency in this state shall be authorized to

devel op and inplenent outdoor Rx prograns. The conmmissioner shall be
authorized to mmke grants to public agencies and contract with any
public or private agency or person to devel op and inplenent outdoor RX
progr ans.

2. (a) The commissioner shall establish linitations on the availabili-
ty and wuse of outdoor Rx program funds; provided, however, that any
limtations shall be defined in the application package. The conm ssion-
er shall establish such limtations only after considering the follow
ing:

@ consistency with the purpose of the outdoor Rx program as stated
in subdivision one of section 18.01 of this article; and

(ii) availability of funds.

(b) The comm ssioner shall be authorized to determ ne that applicants
be required to nake a matching contribution to be eligible for funding.

(c) The conm ssioner shall be authorized to linmt the amunt of fund-
ing available for any elenent of a program

8§ 18.05 Use of funds. The following conditions apply to the use of the
funds:

1. For every funded project, a contract shall be executed on behal f of
the office and by the funding recipient. The funding recipient shall not
be reinbursed for costs incurred prior to the execution of the contract
by both parties.

2. The funding recipient for grants under this article shall ensure
that all prograns are in accordance with any technical standards estab-
lished by the office.

3. The funding recipient shall submt any reports required by the
office as directed in the funding contract.
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4. The funding recipient shall agree to and certify conpliance with
all applicable federal and state laws, requlations and policies.

5. Funding recipients shall nmaintain accurate accounting records on
the expenditure of project funds., provide the office with such records
consistent wth the agreenent or upon request, and permt the office to
audit the use of funds in accordance with generally accepted audit prac-
tices and standards. The office shall reserve the right to termnate its
participation in any project which fails to perform according to the
requirenents of this article.

6. The office shall be authorized to assess fees to programpartic-
ipants for program services.

8 18.07 Eliqgibility. 1. The comm ssioner shall set priorities and
develop criteria for the awarding of grants to outdoor environnental,
ecological, agricultural, or other natural resource-based t her apy

progranms considering at |east the foll ow ng:

(a) Prograns that utilize veterans for at least fifty percent of
programinplenmentation or adninistration;

(b) Prograns that contribute to healthy lifestyles through outdoor
recreation;

(c) Prograns that will comrit nmatching and in-kind resources;

(d) Prograns that create partnerships with public and private entij-
ties;

(e) Prograns that naxim ze the nunber of participants that can be
served, particularly participants who are veterans or who are recovering
from subst ance abuse or physical or nental traunmg;

(f) Various state parks as venues and use of the office's personnel as
a resource

(g9) Prograns that nake use of research-based, effective environnental
ecological, agricultural, or other natural resource-based therapy;

(h) Prograns that provide citizens of the state with opportunities to
directly experience and understand nature and the natural world; and

i) Prograns that include ongoin rogram eval uati on, assessnent and
reporting of their effectiveness.

2. (a) The conmissioner shall select activities eligible for funding.
Such activities may include, but need not be linmted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) Qutdoor recreation

(ii) Qutdoor environnental studies;

(iii) Agricultural

(iv) Natural resource based;

(v) Conservation;

(vi) Ecological; and

(vii) Stewardship or restoration.

(b) The following activities shall be ineligible for funding from the
out door Rx program

(i) Activities that may be perceived to | obby or advocate for poli-
tical purposes;

(ii) Activities that are not in conpliance wth local, state and
federal |laws: and

(iii) Oaganized youth sports such as a comunity |eague or schoo
team

3. The advisory conmittee shall develop an application form which
eligible applicants shall be required to conplete and submit in order to
be considered for receipt of a grant under this article.

8 18.09 Eligibility criteria. The following criteria shall be used to
eval uate applications:

1. Proposals that provide for public/private partnerships;
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2. Proposals that provide for innovative ways to increase the avail-
ability and use of outdoor recreation facilities;

3. Proposals which show consideration for the econonmics of installa-
tion or inplenentation to provide greatest cost benefit ratio, for exam
ple, where private parties contribute nore than the m ni num anpunt;

4. Prograns that conmmit matching and in-kind resources;

5. Proposals that use state park and other natural resource venues and

personnel as a resource;
6. Proposals that contribute to healthy lifestyles through outdoor

recreation and sound nutrition;

7. Proposals which contribute to the statewide network of facilities
Or _prograns;

8. Proposals which encourage community invol venent;

9. Proposals which encourage sound environnental practices;

10. Proposals that maxim ze the nunber of participants that can be
served;

11. Proposals that provide an opportunity to experience the out-of-
doors directly and understand nature and the natural world;

12. Proposals that include ongoing program eval uation, assessnent and
reporting of their effectiveness;

13. Prograns that nmmke use of research-based., effective environ-
nental, ecological. agricultural, or other natural resource-based thera-
py; and

14. Proposals which denpnstrate innovative approaches to outdoor-based
t her apy.

8 18.11 Program selection. 1. Conpleted applications shall be revi ewed
by the office to determine eligibility and evaluated in accordance with
the purposes., eligibility requirenents, linmtations, and evaluation
criteriainthis article.

2. The office shall consult with and consider the recommendations of
the advisory conmmittee and present final recommendations to the conm s-
si oner.

3. The conmissioner shall make the final decision on funding a
proj ect.

8 4. The state finance law is amended by adding a new section 99-bb to
read as foll ows:

8 99-bb. Qutdoor Rx programfund. 1. There is hereby established in
the joint custody of the conm ssioner of taxation and finance and the
conptroller a fund to be known as the "outdoor Rx program fund"

2.  Such fund shall consist of all revenues received pursuant to arti-
cle eighteen of the parks, recreation and historic preservation law and
all other noneys appropriated, credited or transferred thereto from any
other fund or source pursuant to law. Nothing contained in this section
shall prevent the state fromreceiving grants, gifts or bequests for the
pur poses of the fund as defined in this section and depositing theminto
the fund according to | aw.

2-a. On or before the first day of February each year, the conptroller
shall certify to the governor, tenporary president of the senate, speak-
er of the assenbly, chair of the senate finance conmmittee and chair of
the assenbly ways and neans conmttee, the anmbunt of npney deposited in
the outdoor Rx programfund during the preceding cal endar year as the
result of revenue derived pursuant to article eighteen of the parks,
recreation and historic preservation law and fromgrants, gifts and
bequests.

2-b. On or before the first day of February each year, the conmmi ssion-
er of parks, recreation and historic preservation shall provide a wit-
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ten report to the tenporary president of the senate, speaker of the
assenbly, chair of the senate finance comrittee, chair of the assenbly
ways and neans committee, chair of the senate committee on health, chair
of the assenbly health commttee, the state conptroller and the public.
Such report shall include howthe nonies of the fund were utilized
during the preceding cal endar year, and shall include:

(a) the anmpunt of noney disbursed fromthe fund and the process used
for such disbursenents;

(b) recipients of grants fromthe fund;

(c) the anpunt awarded to each recipient;

(d) the purposes for which such grants were awarded; and

(e) a summary financial plan for such nonies which shall include esti-
mates of all receipts and all disbursenents for the current and succeed-
ing fiscal years, along with the actual results from the prior fisca
year.

3. Mnies of the fund shall be expended only for outdoor Rx projects
approved by the conmmi ssioner of parks, recreation and historic preserva-
tion in New York state.

4. Monies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the conm ssioner
of parks., recreation and historic preservation.

5. To the extent practicable, the conmm ssioner of parks, recreation
and historic preservation shall ensure that all npnies received during a
fiscal year are expended prior to the end of that fiscal year.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




