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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 1626 A. 965

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

SENATE - ASSEMBLY

January 10, 2017

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Environnental
Conservati on

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
application of lawn fertilizer to watersheds and drai nage basins

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |aw is amended by adding a
new section 33-1006 to read as foll ows:
8§ 33-1006. Application of lawn fertilizer to watersheds or drai nage
basins in certain counties.

1. For purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
foll owi ng neani ngs:
a.  "Agriculture uses" neans beekeeping, dairying, egg production,

floriculture, fish or fur farmng, forest and gane managenent; grazing;
livestock raising; orchards; plant greenhouses and nurseries; poultry
raising; raising of grain, grass, mnt and seed crops; raising of
fruits, nuts, berries, sod farm ng and vegetable raising.

b. "Lawn fertilizer" neans any fertilizer, whether applied by property
owner, renter or conmmercial entity, intended for nonagricultural use,
such as for laws, golf courses, parks and ceneteries. Law fertilizer
does not include fertilizer products intended prinarily for garden or
i ndoor use.

2. a. Effective March first, two thousand nineteen, in any county
where the county legislature has adopted a local law, no person shal
apply any lawn fertilizer within any watershed or drainage basin that is
| abel ed as containing nore than zero percent phosphorus, except as
provided in subdivision three of this section.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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b. In such county, no lawn fertilizer shall be applied when the ground
is frozen.

C. In such county, no person shall apply lawn fertilizer to any inper-
vious surface including parking lots, roadways, and sidewalks. |If such
application occurs, the fertilizer shall be imediately renoved from
such surfaces and either legally applied to turf or placed in an appro-
priate container.

3. The restrictions upon the use of lawn fertilizer under subdivision
two of this section shall not apply to:

a. Newly established turf or lawn areas during their first grow ng
season.

b. Turf or lawn areas that soil tests, perforned within the past three
years by a state certified soil testing |aboratory or other qualified or
recogni zed authority in the area of soil analysis, confirm are bel ow
phosphorus |l evels established by the Cornell Cooperative Extension. The
lawn fertilizer application shall not contain an amount of phosphorus
exceeding the amount and rate of application reconmended in the soi
test eval uation.

c. Agricultural uses, vegetable and flower gardens, or application to
trees or shrubs.

d. Yard waste conpost., bio-solids or other simlar materials that are
primarily organic in nature and are applied to inprove the physica
condition of the soil.

4. Effective March first, two thousand nineteen, all vendors of |awn
fertilizer within any such county shall display a nap of the affected
watershed or drainage basin and a sign containing the provisions set
forth in this section and the effects of phosphorus on such watershed or
drai nage basin. Al vendors shall offer fertilizer that is |abeled as
cont ai ni ng 0% phosphor us.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 71-2907 of the environnental conserva-
tion law i s anmended by addi ng a new undesi gnated paragraph to read as
fol | ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of lawto the contrary, any person
who violates subdivision tw of section 33-1006 of this chapter in the
application of lawn fertilizer at his or her residence shall be subject
to acivil infraction penalty of one hundred dollars per violation. Any
commercial fertilizer applicator., residential or commercial devel oper,
industrial or commercial owner, and any person who viol ates subdivision
two of section 33-1006 of this chapter shall be subject to a civil
infraction penalty of two hundred dollars for the first violation within
a twelve nonth period; three hundred five dollars for the second
violation within a twelve nonth period; and five hundred dollars for the
third and each subsequent violation within a twelve nonth peri od.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




