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STATE OF NEW YORK

9620

| N ASSEMBLY

January 26, 2018

Introduced by M of A  SKARTADCS -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend part B of chapter 56 of the laws of 2014, relating to
creating the smart schools bond act of 2014, in relation to authoriz-
ing funding for recorded lessons and online access to recorded
| essons; authorizing the state departnment of education to establish a
pilot programto provide school districts with the technol ogy required
to digitally record daily classroom |essons and to mneke recorded
| essons available to students and their parents through an online
portal; and to ensure that there is a certified online tutorial nodule
for each Conmon Core | esson

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4 of part B of chapter 56 of the |laws of 2014,
relating to creating the smart schools bond act of 2014, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

8 4. Use of noneys received. The noneys received by the state fromthe
sale of bonds sold pursuant to this act shall be expended pursuant to
appropriations for capital projects related to design, planning, site
acqui sition, denolition, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation,
or acquisition and/or installation of equipnent for the followi ng types
of projects: <capital projects related to educational technol ogy equi p-
ment or facilities including but not limted to interactive whiteboards;
recorded classroomlessons nade available through an online portal;
computer servers; desktop and | aptop conputers, and tablets; high-speed
broadband or wireless internet connectivity for schools and communiti es;
capital projects to construct, enhance or nodernize educational facili-
ties to accommpdate pre-kindergarten progranms and provide instructional
space to replace transportable classroomunits; and capital projects to
install high-tech security features in school buildings and on schoo
campuses.

8 2. (a) The New York state department of education is hereby author-
ized and directed to establish a two year pilot programfor the purpose
of evaluating the inpact on student performance of technology to record
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cl assroom | essons and meki ng such | essons available to students through
a secure online portal imrediately after the lesson, and the feasibility
of inplenenting such technol ogy on a statew de basis.

(b) The New York state departnent of education shall deternine an
appropriate nunber of school districts to participate in the pilot
program The nunber of school districts selected to participate in the

pilot program and the selected schools within each district, shall be
based on a representative sanple of the state's diverse conditions with
respect to the density, incone, academc acconplishments and other

conditions that such departnent determines to set districts apart from
each other. Al grades, fromfirst grade through twelfth grade, shall be
included in the sanpling size. A school district may request to partic-
ipate in the pilot program however, the final determ nation of which
districts and schools will participate in the programshall be nade by
such departnment based on the pilot programrequirenents. Pilot program
requi rements may require such departnent to assign a school district, or
schools within a district, to participate in this program however, such
an assignment shall not be nade until a majority of the school board
approves the assignment by resolution. The size and scope of the pilot
program shall be limted to available funds in the smart schools bond
fund established by section 97-o0000 of the state finance |law, to account
for two full school years, at no cost to any participating |local schoo

district.

(c) The New York state departnment of education shall provide training
in the wuse of the technology to the adnministration and teachers in
participating school districts, including, but not limted to, teaching
techniques that create quality video outconmes, best practices to handle
uni nt ended consequences such as overcom ng canmera shyness and techni ques
to handle situations that may arise from the exposure of classroom
sessions to parents, adm nistrators and unauthorized public view ng.

(d) Al school classroons within the districts that are sel ected shal
record all daily |essons. Recordings may be tenporarily stopped at the
teacher's discretion when tine is not directed towards | essons or in the
event of a classroomdisturbance. Al district recorded | essons shall be
made avail able to every student attending the school district, and their
parents, through a secure online |login procedure. Recordings of |essons
shall be the property of the school district and the reproduction or
m suse of the content without the witten consent of the teacher is
prohibited and nmay be punishable as a crine. Participating schoo
districts are prohibited fromusing the content of the recorded |essons
as part of a teacher evaluation, without the witten consent of the
teacher conducting the |l esson. Each canera will be placed in the class-
roomto provide a front view of the teacher, and instructional aids used
during the | esson.

8 3. (a) By Decenber first of the year that the pilot programis
i mpl emented, the New York state departnment of education shall provide to
the legislature a report containing the following infornmation: (i) eval-
uations of student use, satisfaction and test results; (ii) teacher
coments and satisfaction with the program (iii) such departnent's
eval uation of the program and conclusions with respect to full inplenen-
tation statewide; and (iv) if such department decides to inplenent the
technol ogy program on a statew de basis, a description of such depart-
ment's plan to create such a programand to account for the cost for the
initial inplenentation and yearly sustainability.

(b) If the New York state departnent of education decides to inplenent
the technol ogy programon a statewi de basis, it shall do so provided
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funds are available in the smart schools bond fund established by
section 97-o0000 of the state finance law. |f funds are not avail able for

a full statewide inplenmentation, such departnment shall, at its
discretion, <create a plan to use available funds fromthe smart schools
bond fund to inplenent the plan to the extent that it is possible. In

this event, such departnent shall submit a request to the legislature
for additional funding to enable statewide inplenentation of the
program and to ensure continuous funding for schools that participated
in the pilot program Such request for nore funds shall be nade to the
legislature in a tinmely manner so as to be included in the budget for
the followi ng year. Costs associated with yearly sustainability shall be
accounted for by such departnent, and shall not be passed on to any
| ocal school district.

8 4. The New York state departnent of education shall certify a
library of online tutorials for each | esson included in the Coombn Core
curriculum for first grade through twelfth grade as given in New York
state. When necessary, the state shall contract with a vendor to create
content to satisfy this requirenent. This library shall be nmade avail -
able to the general public, online, at no cost.

8 5. Notwithstanding any law, rule or regulation to the contrary,
funds and nmaterials provided to Ilocal school districts for this act
shall not be included as incone in tax cap formulas for the purposes of
apportionnent.

§ 6. This act shall take effect immediately.



