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STATE OF NEW YORK

9525

| N ASSEMBLY

January 19, 2018

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anmend the mental hygiene law, in relation to establishing peer
support services for famly nmenbers of individuals affected by
subst ance use di sorders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |l aw is anended by adding a new section
19.18-b to read as fol |l ows:

8 19.18-b Peer support services for fanmlies of substance abusers.

1. For purposes of this section "peer support services" nmeans partici-
pant - centered services that enphasize know edge and wi sdom through lived
experience in_ which peers are encouraged to share their own persona
experience and first-hand know edge of substance abuse, addiction, and
recovery to support those with famly nmenbers affected by substance use
di sorders.

2. The comm ssioner, in consultation with the departnent of health,
shall develop a pilot programto provide peer support services for fam -
lies of individuals affected by substance use disorders. The comm sSion-
er shall identify and establish where such pilot programis services will
be provided. Such pilot programshall provide services to famly nmenbers
including but not limted to:

(a) devel opi ng copi ng pl ans;

(b) raising awareness of existing social and other support services;

(c) nodeling coping skills;

(d) acconpanying clients to nedical appointnents;

(e) providing non-clinical crisis support after periods of hospitali-
zation or incarceration of famly nenbers;

(f) working with participants to identify strengths;

(g) educating program participants about various nodes of recovery,
including, but not linmted to, nedication assisted treatnent; and

(h) peer engagenent coordination wth | aw enforcenent departnents,
fire departnents and other first responder departnments to learn how to
assist any individual that is suffering froman apparent overdose.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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